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Changes to the Catalog  
 
Changes included in Version 1.2 of the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Catalog:  
 
¶ Various position titles updated  
¶ Academic Calendar and Credit Definition section updated (pgs. 7 8-79) 
¶ Board of Trustees section updated (pg. 1 42) 
¶ Administration section up dated (pg. 14 3) 
¶ Faculty section updated (pgs. 144-148) 
¶ Courses modified:  

o ENG 321, ENG 322 
¶ Check sheets updated:  

o BA English 
o BS Secondary Education/Concentration in Bible  
o English Stand -Alone Minor  

¶ Programs /Majors/Concentrations retired  and removed from catalog : 
o BS Music/Concentration in Music Ministry  
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Welcome  to  
Arizona Christian University!  
 
 
 

Whatever academic discipline God has called you to pursue, ACU offers rigorous programs 
grounded in biblical truth to help you achieve your life and career goals. Our prayer is that 
we can help you identify GodɄs calling in your life to equip you to be a leader of excellence 
in your field.  
 
As followers of Christ, we understand all of our gifts and abilities come from a loving God 
who directs our path. When we pursue His calling for our lives ȿ and take His truth and 
principles into the world ȿ we spread godly influence throughout our culture . It is because 
of this vision that ACU trains students who will ɇtransform culture with truth.Ɉ When you 
become part of the Firestorm Family, you join thousands of Christian leaders who ȿ for the 
past six  and  a half decades ȿ have been making a difference  all over the world for Jesus 
Christ and His Kingdom.  
 
Established in 1960, Arizona Christian University is ArizonaɄs most highly ranked, 
prestigious and conservative Christian university. We are also the only university in Arizona 
recognized for our Christian commitment and eligible for membership in the Coun cil for 
Christian Colleges and Universities. With small class sizes, students receive personalized 
instruction from well -credentialed faculty in a collegial setting. Our commitment to student 
success and biblical worldview formation has helped make ACU the  9th -fastest growing 
college in America during the past decade.  
 
Student success is a high priority at ACU. In addition to our strong academics, vibrant 
campus life, extracurricular clubs and activities, and athletic programs, we offer a variety 
of support services to ensure that you reach your academic, career , and professional goals.  
 
Thank you for choosing Arizona Christian University and welcome to campus!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Len Munsil, B.S., J.D. 
President  
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ABOUT  ARIZONA CHRISTIAN  
UNIVERSITY (ACU)  
 
ACU is a private, accredited, nonprofit , Christian university in Glendale , Arizona , offering a wide 
variety of degrees to prepare students for successful careers, while remaining committed to its 
vision of transforming culture with truth. Students actively engage in biblically  integrated academics 
and gain a liberal arts foundation with critical thinking skills that last a lifetime. Spiritual 
development is integrated within the university  experience, where all four -year campus students 
receive a minor in biblical and theological studies , attend chapel twice a week, and complete 
spiritual formation and service hours each semester.  
 
VISION STATEMENT  
 
Arizona Christian University exists to educate and equip followers of Christ to transform culture with 
the truth.  
 
MISSION STATEMENT  
 
Arizona Christian University provides a biblically integrated , liberal arts education equipping 
graduates to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in all aspects of life, as leaders of influence and excellence.  
 
HISTORY 
 
Past  
Founded in 1960, Arizona Christian University is an accredited, private, nonprofit Christian liberal 
arts university in Glendale, Arizona. Since its founding in 1960, the university has undergone a 
number of name changes, including Southwestern College, until its name was finally changed to 
Arizona Christian University in January 2011 in recognition of its growth from a small Bible college 
to a Christian liberal arts univers ity. In 1972 the college first received accreditation with the 
Association for Bibli cal Higher Education (ABHE) and added accreditation through the Higher 
Learning Commission in 1992.  
 
In November 2018, ACU announced its  exciting growth expansion plans. After nearly six decades 
located on Cactus Road in north Phoenix, ACU reached an agreement with Arizona State University 
to exchange the  20-acre campus for the 68 -acre campus that was formerly the home of the 
Thunderbird School of Global Management. With the move to Glendale, ACU has continue d to grow 
the student population without sacrificing its  Christian identity, mission , and purpose.  
 
Present  
Today, with the leadership of President Len Munsil (2010 -present), a constitutional attorney and 
leader in Christian nonprofit and public policy work, ACU has embraced a renewed vision to 
ɇtransform culture with truthɈ ȿ taking the truth of Jesus Christ an d the gospel into all the world  and  
bringing biblical truth into every arena of influence in our culture.  
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LOCATION  
 
Arizona Christian University is in the heart of Glendale, Arizona, just thirty minutes north of 
downtown Phoenix. The university is only a day  trip away from the Grand Canyon National Park, the 
red rocks of Sedona, and historic downtown Flagstaff. From sunrise  to sunset, Glendale offers miles 
of trails and acres of parks to enjoy. With professional football, hockey, spring training baseball, auto 
racing, NCAA Regionals , and the annual NCAA Fiesta Bowl, the Phoenix area offers year -round 
athletic entertainme nt.  
 
Glendale offers students the unique opportunity to be in the middle of a hub of career opportunities 
and internships. As part of  the Phoenix metropolitan area, ACU students have the opportunity to 
connect with a multitude of churches, organizations , and businesses.  

 
FACILITIES  
 
Spanning over 68 acres, Arizona Christian University offers nearly 500,000 square feet of campus 
buildings, including dozens of large classrooms and auditoriums, an expansive library, a campus 
store, a coffee shop, a large student union , and a dining hall.  
 
With a rich campus history dating back to training pilots for action in World War II, tree -lined 
walkways, and ample student living and community space, Arizona Christian University is an ideal 
setting for equipping students to transform culture with truth  through a sound biblical foundation 
and an excellent education.  
 
The campus has 28 fully functioning classrooms with a total of 4,316 seats. Each classroom is 
equipped with a computer, camera, microphone, monitors, and projection system to allow for a 
variety of multimedia presentations to enhance learning. In response to the COVID pandemic of 
2020, 18 classrooms were set up for synchromodal learning, allowing  students to be physically or 
virtually present for classroom activities, including collaborative engagement.  
 
With the potential to accommodate nearly  seven hundred residential students  with  the current 
facilities, students find a home and community that fits them perfectly. All students who live on 
campus receive access to an outdoor swimming pool on campus and the Firestorm Recreation 
Center adjacent to campus.  
 
Athletic facilities are under construction (football, softball, and turf soccer fields complete) and will 
soon include a baseball diamond and a second turf soccer field. In the planning stages are a multi -
purpose arena for basketball and volleyball, as wel l as courts for sand volleyball. ACU also serves 
the community by offering conference services and retail leases.  
 
Library  
The ACU library offers a 35,000 -square -foot  building with plenty of natural light, an information 
commons that houses 28 computers for student use with a book scanner and a multifunction copier, 
multiple study areas zoned for individual and collaborative study with a variety of seating options, 
fou r group study rooms, a media viewing room, and one classroom that can be split into two or 
three rooms.  
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The Academic Center for Excellence, a tutoring center with a writing center, resides in the libraryɄs 
east wing and offers drop -in and appointment -based tutoring and academic success coaching.  
 
At the end of 2022 -2023, the library owned 55,456 titles (including physical items and electronic 
titles) and had access to an estimated 267,767 eBooks, 11,000 full -text electronic serials, and 64 
online databases. Off -campus access to the libraryɄs electronic resources is facilitated by a proxy 
server using ACU Google/Gmail credentials. In addition to its physical and electronic resources, the 
library offers an interlibrary loan service to the university community.  
 
For more information about the ACU library or to connect with a librarian, please visit the  ACU 
Library webpage . 
 
Laboratories  
ACU has state -of -the -art laboratories for its chemistry and biology programs. Each lab contains 24 
workstations  and  is equipped with safety features , such as fume hoods, eye wash stations, 
emergency showers, fire extinguishers, and ventilation systems to ensure the well -being of 
researchers and students. Strict protocols for handling hazardous materials and waste disposal are 
also in place. The lab facilities include multimedia systems and demonstration stations to support 
effective teaching and learning.  
 
Music and Communication  
The Music and Communication building at ACU serves as the central hub for the school's music and 
communication programs. Within its walls, four project studios cater to music and video production 
needs. Moreover, it houses an expansive recording studio tai lored for larger -scale projects, boasting 
a comprehensive array of microphones, preamps, audio interfaces, and music software. The facility 
also features designated practice rooms, band rehearsal spaces, recording suites, a piano lab, a 
video recording sta ge, and the recently renovated Don & Mary King Performing Arts Auditorium. 
Together, these amenities create a dynamic and bustling environment where students engage in a 
variety of musical activities and receive instruction at the highest standard.  
 
Counseling Center  
ACU is pleased to offer free mental health counseling services to all students, staff, and faculty in an 
on-campus counseling center. This counseling center also serves as a pre -practicum and practicum 
site for students in relevant degree programs. Student s completing practicum are supervised by 
licensed faculty members and utilize a closed and HIPAA compliant computer system to view 
sessions. For more information or to schedule a session, please visit the  Counseling Services 
webpage . 
 
Event Center  
The Event Center  functions as the home court for the ACU men's and women's basketball teams, in 
addition to womenɄs acrobatics and tumbling. It serves as the venue for the university 's twice weekly 
chapel services , which include performances by praise and worship bands. Additional spaces on 
campus used for performances include the atrium of the administration building and the outdoor 
pavilion in the center of campus.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/library/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/library/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/campus-services/counseling-services/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/campus-services/counseling-services/
https://acufirestorm.com/facilities/acu-events-center/4
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Athletic Venues  
The size of ACU's new campus affords plenty of space for athletic competition venues. ACU installed 
a state -of -the -art artificial turf  football field , a multi -purpose soccer and football field , a softball field , 
and a baseball field  on the west side of campus during 2020/21 and is currently in the process of 
installing a men's baseball field and a competition soccer field.  
 
Firestorm Recreation Center  
ACU purchased an adjacent YMCA during the summer of 2021. This new facility, now called the  
Firestorm Recreation Center (FRC) , has more space for athletic teams  and  intramurals ; fitness 
facilities available to all students, faculty , and staff ; a gymnasium ; a swimming pool ; and multiple 
coaches offices, locker rooms , and team rooms. For hours of operation and additional information 
about the FRC, visit the  Campus Recreation  webpage.  
 
For more information about ACUɄs Glendale campus and its surrounding area, visit here . 
 

https://acufirestorm.com/facilities/acu-football-field/3
https://acufirestorm.com/facilities/acu-multi-purpose-field/7
https://acufirestorm.com/facilities/acu-softball-field/6
https://acufirestorm.com/facilities/firestorm-recreation-center/5
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/get-involved/campus-recreation/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/about/glendale/
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CAMPUS MAP  
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OUR CORE VALUES  
 

Faith  
The Bible is the foundation of faith and an ACU education. All students receive an extensive 
education in the Bible. Spiritual formation through discipleship, worship, service, prayer, and 
accountability will always be essential for ACU students.  
 
Influence  
ACU strives to grow in influence by graduating an increasing number of motivated and well -
equipped students in an expanded group of professions. It also uses strategic partnerships and 
alliances to recruit a more diverse student population and promotes glo bal thinking by attracting 
international students and offering missions and study abroad options.  
 
Relationship  
Classmates and professors who know your name is the traditional and relational model at the core 
of the ACU community. Undergraduates are taught, mentored, and inspired by faculty who love 
them for who they are in Christ. Students sign a community covenant  signifying their willingness to 
be accountable, authentic, and transparent. They also participate in local service projects to 
enhance relationships with the surrounding community. ACU faculty, employees, and staff are well -
cared for through excellent pay , health and retirement benefits, opportunities for personal and 
professional growth, and a nurturing, supportive, team -oriented workplace.  
 
Excellence  
ACU is committed to glorifying God by pursuing excellence in spiritual formation, academics, the 
performing arts, and athletics. ACU prepares well -rounded leaders who love the Lord with all their 
heart, soul, mind, and strength. ACU administration, faculty , staff, coaches, and volunteers bring 
glory to God by using their gifts and striving to do things with excellence as unto the Lord.  
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CORE COMMITMENTS 1 
 
Arizona Christian University shall:  

¶ Before all else, be committed to Jesus Christ ȿ accomplishing his will and advancing his 
kingdom on earth as in heaven.  

¶ Teach students to read, understand and trust the Bible, grounding them firmly in the truth 
through a biblical worldview.  

¶ Be devoted to evangelism and to  prayer without ceasing.  

¶ Be committed to loving God with all our heart, soul, mind , and strength, by pursuing 
excellence in spiritual formation, academics, athletics , and extracurricular activities, doing 
all for the glory of God.  

¶ Teach students to think critically, speak and write clearly and effectively, use technology 
effectively, develop interpersonal skills, and pursue personal and professional ethics 
through biblical literacy and integration.  

¶ Provide opportunities for students to serve locally and globally , and promote a culture of 
lifelong commitment to servant -leadership.  

¶ Influence, engage , and transform the culture with truth by promoting the biblically informed 
values that are foundational to western civilization, including:  

¥ the centrality of family ; 
¥ traditional sexual morality and lifelong marriage between one man and one woman ; 
¥ the sanctity of human life ; 
¥ compassion for the poor ; 
¥ a biblical understanding of human nature ; 
¥ an understanding of GodɄs purposes for limited government; 
¥ personal, economic , and religious freedom ; 
¥ free markets, capitalism, and property rights ; 
¥ natural law, the original meaning of the Constitution , and judicial restraint ; 
¥ and i nternational human rights and the advancement of freedom throughout the 

world . 

¶ Prepare students to be leaders of influence in their community, state, nation , and world ȿ 
through the church, the family, business, government, education, healthcare , media, the 
arts , and every area of society.  

¶ Be a leading conservative Christian liberal arts university.  

  

 
1 President Len Munsil writes in his book, Transforming Culture with Truth, that ACUõs Core 

Commitments have been modeled with permission on Colorado Christian Universityõs Strategic Objectives (Len 

Munsil, Transforming Culture with Truth, 2nd ed. [Glendale, AZ: Arizona Christian University, 2020], 17). 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH  
 
The university shall be positively conservative in its stand regarding the Scriptures, in their 66 
canonical books, as being the only trustworthy and authoritative written revelation of God. Its 
fellowship and discipline shall be predicated upon the follow ing Declaration of Faith:  
 

1. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as being verbally inspired by 
God and therefore inerrant in their original writings and the only authority on all issues of 
faith, life, and practice. Psalm 19:7; Isaiah 8:20; 2 Timothy 3:16 -17; 2 Peter 1:20 -21. 
 

2. We believe in one triune God, creator of all things, infinite and unchangeable in his being, 
eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 
45:21-22; Jeremiah 10:10; Matthew 3:16 -17; Matthew 28:18 -19; 1 Corinthians 8:6 . 

 
3. We believe that Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, is fully God and fully man in one person, and is the only 
mediator between God and man. Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18 -25; Luke 1:26 -38; Luke 2:1-7; John 
1:1-14; 1 Timothy 2:5 -6. 

 
4. We believe the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, who is from all eternity, is sent by 

the Father and the Son, as promised, to convict the world of sin, to glorify Jesus Christ and 
to transform the lives of believers into the likeness of Christ.  Psalm 139:7; Matthew 28:19; 
John 15:26; John 16:8; 1 Corinthians 2:10 -11; Ephesians 4:30 . 

 
5. We believe that God created man and woman in his image and likeness, so they are thus 

endowed with immeasurable dignity and worth, but they sinned and therefore all human 
beings are born separated from God with a sinful nature. Genesis 1:26 -28; Genesis 3:1-24; 
Genesis 9:6; James 3:9; Romans 5:12. 

 
6. We believe the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins and that all who trust in him alone are 

justified on the grounds of his shed blood. 2 Corinthians 5:15, 21; Romans 3:23 -26, 5:1; 1 
Peter 1:18 -19; Acts 16:30-31. 

 
7. We believe that all who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith alone are born again of the Holy 

Spirit and are called to walk in a manner worthy of this salvation. John 1:12 -13, 3:3-7, 14:16-
17; Romans 12:1 -2; 1 Corinthians 12:12 -13; Ephesians 4:1 , 4:20-24; Colossians 1:18, 24 . 

 
8. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and 

that he ascended into heaven where he is seated at the right hand of God the Father to rule 
and intercede for us. Romans 1:4 , 6:1-11; 1 Corinthians 15:12 -19; Acts 1:9; Hebrews 7:25; 
Romans 8:31 -34. 

 
9. We believe in ɇthat Blessed HopeɈ of ChristɄs second coming, which is the personal return of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Psalm 110:1; Acts 1:11; Acts 2:34 -35; 1 Corinthians 15:22 -
28, 50-55; Titus 2:13; Revelation 7:10 . 
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10. We believe the Church is made up of believers in Christ , which manifests itself in local 
assemblies, gifted by the Holy Spirit for the building up of one another in love and for 
engagement, service , and influence in the world. Romans 12:4 -8; 1 Corinthians 12:4 -13; 
Ephesians 4:4 -13; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:8 . 

 
11. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and unjust , the everlasting blessedness of 

the saved , and the everlasting conscious punishment of the lost along with Satan and other 
fallen angels. Matthew 25:34, 41, 46; Revelation 20:10 -15; 2 Thessalonians 1:9 . 

 
12. We believe God wonderfully and immutably creates  each person as either male or female. 

These two distinct, complementary sexes together reflect the image and nature of God. We 
believe rejection of oneɄs biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person 
and is sinful and offensive to G od. Genesis 1:26-27. 

 
13. We believe the term ɇmarriageɈ has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one 

woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. We believe God intends sexual 
intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to each other . We 
believe God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a 
marriage between a man and a woman. We believe any form of sexual immorality (including 
adultery, fornication, homosexual conduct, bestiality, incest, or use of porn ography) is sinful 
and offensive to God. Genesis 2:18-25; 1 Corinthians  6:18; 7:2-5; Hebrews  13:4; Matthew 
15:18-20; 1 Corinthians 6:9 -10. 

 
14. We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of Arizona Christian University 

and to provide a biblical role model to students and the community, all persons employed 
by ACU in any capacity, or who serve as volunteers, affirm, agree to , and abide by all 
elements of this Statement of Faith, including those relating to gender identity, marriage , 
and sexuality. Matthew 5:16; Phil ippians  2:14-16; 1 Thessalonians  5:22. 
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COMMUNITY COVENANT  
 
Arizona Christian University embraces a Community Covenant based on our core values, which spell 
out the acronym FIRE (Faith, Influence, Relationship, and Excellence). As members of the ACU 
Firestorm, we covenant together to spread this same vision.  
 
Faith  
We covenant together to love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. We love 
God by following the life and teachings of Jesus as revealed to us through GodɄs Word by the work 
of the Spirit. Our response to receiving GodɄs love is recognizing our privilege to worship and serve. 
Together, we seek to learn the wisdom and ways of God. Our faith compels us to seek to understand , 
within the scope of orthodox, evangelical Christianity.  
 
Influence  
We covenant together to live a lifestyle of integrity. We desire to create a safe environment where 
we can express our identity  in Christ and humanity with authenticity and honesty . We seek purity 
of thought and action, uniting our theology with the reality of our lives, and as a result, we make a 
difference in our world. As we grow in this identity - with confidence - we covenant together to pass 
on the best of ourselves to our community, our nation, and our world, leaving a legacy of 
commitment to the cau se of Christ.  
 
Relationship  
We covenant together to love others as we love ourselves. We seek to cultivate this love as we 
celebrate individual strengths, encourage and challenge one another with truth and grace, and 
forgive one another when hurt or disappointed. As we seek wholeness  and establish boundaries, 
we will pursue healthy relationships. Humility and respect for others are vital as we commit to seek 
truth together.  
 
Excellence  
We covenant together to pursue excellence in every area of our lives. We want our words and actions 
to represent Christ and to express gratitude to God. We are committed to the wise use of our time, 
money, education , and resources as good stewards of GodɄs gifts and graces. Out of a heart of 
thankfulness to our Savior, we choose to live well in the strengths and talents he has granted to 
bring him deserved glory.  
 
Our aim is that all faculty, staff, and students will actively participate in our community and discover 
a place of safety, growth , and opportunity. As we share life together, we give ourselves to the 
process of being transformed into the likeness of Christ Jesus, making his life in us attractive to the 
world.  
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UNIVERSITY -WIDE LEARNING GOALS  
 
Arizona Christian University has articulated learning goals that correspond to the universityɄs core 
values. All ACU students will:  
 

¶ Faith  - Be grounded in a biblical worldview and grow in their understanding of how to 
apply that worldview to every area of life.  
 

¶ Influence  - Develop critical thinking, communication, and creative problem -solving skills 
that position them to be leaders of influence in their communities and chosen 
professions, both locally and globally.  
 

¶ Relationship  - Deepen their personal relationships with God and be prepared for healthy 
relationships within the family, the church, and society as a result.  
 

¶ Excellence - Cultivate excellence in their personal development, academic/professional 
pursuits, and cocurricular activities, living with integrity in a way that honors the Lord 
Jesus Christ in all things.  

 
UNDERGRADUATE  LEARNING GOALS 
 
Furthermore, Arizona Christian University has articulated under graduate learning goals that 
correspond to the university Ʉs core values. Students graduating with associate or bachelorɄs degrees 
will be able to:  
 

F1. Explain basic elements of the Christian faith.  

F2. Apply a biblical worldview to their lives.  

F3. Express a personal, God -given calling for their lives.  

I1. Communicate effectively in various contexts.  

I2. Develop a strategy to transform culture with truth.  

I3. Describe and critique local culture.  

R1. Form and maintain significant personal relationships.  

E1. Articulate a holistic and integrated view of human culture.  

E2. Demonstrate information literacy and critical thinking skills.  

E3. Extend the truths of one's own disciplines via original research or practice.  
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ACCREDITATION AND ACADEMIC STANDING  
 

Accreditation, Approval, and Licensing  
ǒ The Higher Learning Commission - www.hlcommission.org  - 312.263.0456  
ǒ The Arizona State Board for Private Postsecondary Education (AZPPSE)  - ppse.az.gov  - 

602.542.5709 
ǒ The Arizona State Board of Education (for teacher training in elementary and secondary 

education in preparation for state certification ) - azsbe.az.gov - 602.542.5057 
ǒ The Arizona State Board of Behavioral Health Examiners  - www.azbbhe.us  - 602.542.1882  
ǒ The National Council on Family Relations  (NCFR) - www.ncfr.org  - 888.781.9331 
ǒ The Arizona State Approving Agency, a division of the Arizona Department of Veterans' 

Services - dvs.az.gov/services/education/state -approving -agency-saa - 602.255.3373 
ǒ The Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP), Department of Homeland Security  - 

www.ice.gov/sevis  - 703.603.3400 
 
Memberships  
ǒ Council for Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU) - www.cccu.org  - 202.546.8713 
ǒ International Alliance for Christian Education (IACE)  - iace.education  - iace@iace.education  
ǒ The American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO)  - 

www.aacrao.org  - 202.293.9161 
ǒ The Association for Institutional Research - www.airweb.org  - 850.385.4155  
ǒ The Arizona Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (AASFAA) - www.aasfaa.org  

- contact@aasfaa.org  
ǒ The Western Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (WASFAA) - wasfaa.org  - 

support@wasfaa.org  
ǒ The National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) - 

www.nasfaa.org  - 202.785.0453  
ǒ The Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) - www.acsi.org  - 800.367.0798  
ǒ The Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Arizona (ICUA) - 

www.icuaz.com  
ǒ North American Coalition for Christian Admissions Professionals (NACCAP) - 

www.naccap.org  - 888.423.2477  
ǒ Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) - www.chea.org  - 202.955.6126  
ǒ Association of Business Administrators of Christian Colleges (ABACC) - www.myabacc.org  - 

877.303.8666  
ǒ Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA) - www.ecfa.org  - 800.323.9473  
ǒ Association of International Educators (NAFSA) - www.nafsa.org  - 202.737.3699  
ǒ National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) - www.naia.org  - 816.595.8000  
ǒ Great Southwest Athletic Conference (GSAC) - gsacsports.org  
ǒ Pacific Collegiate Swim Conference - www.pacificswimanddive.org  -  

pacificswimanddive@gmail.com  
ǒ Sooner Athletic Conference (SAC) (Football only) - soonerathletic.org  - 405.317.3765  
ǒ CollegeSource - collegesource.com  - 800.854.2670  
ǒ Department of Defense (DoD) Tuition Reimbursement - www.dantes.mil/mil -ta/  
ǒ Air Force Tuition Reimbursement - www.afpc.af.mil/Career -Management/Military -Tuition -

Assistance -Program/  - 800.525.0102  
ǒ CollegeBoard - www.collegeboard.org  - 866.630.9305  

http://www.hlcommission.org/
https://ppse.az.gov/
https://azsbe.az.gov/
https://www.azbbhe.us/
https://www.ncfr.org/degree-programs?f%5B0%5D=cfle_approved%3A1&f%5B1%5D=state_province%3AAZ
https://dvs.az.gov/services/education/state-approving-agency-saa
tel:Phone:%20602-255-3373
https://www.ice.gov/sevis
https://www.cccu.org/
https://iace.education/
https://iace.education/
mailto:iace@iace.education
https://www.aacrao.org/
https://www.airweb.org/
https://www.aasfaa.org/
mailto:contact@aasfaa.org
https://wasfaa.org/
https://www.nasfaa.org/
https://www.acsi.org/
https://www.icuaz.com/az-colleges/independent-colleges-universities-arizona/
https://www.naccap.org/
https://www.chea.org/
tel:+1%20202%20955%206126
https://www.myabacc.org/
https://www.ecfa.org/
https://www.nafsa.org/
https://www.naia.org/landing/index
https://gsacsports.org/
https://www.pacificswimanddive.org/
mailto:%20pacificswimanddive@gmail.com
mailto:%20pacificswimanddive@gmail.com
https://soonerathletic.org/
tel:405-317-3765
https://collegesource.com/
https://www.dantes.mil/mil-ta/
https://www.afpc.af.mil/Career-Management/Military-Tuition-Assistance-Program/
https://www.afpc.af.mil/Career-Management/Military-Tuition-Assistance-Program/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
tel:866-630-9305
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Undergraduate  Transfer Agreements  
ǒ Maricopa Community Colleges  - www.maricopa.edu/degrees -certificates/university -

transfer/partners  
ǒ SALT Next Gen - www.saltnextgen.com/  
ǒ Kenneth Copeland Bible College  - www.kcbiblecollege.org/articulation/  
ǒ Calvary Chapel Bible College  ȿ calvarychapelbiblecollege.com/  

 
Post Graduate Affiliations  
ǒ Cedarville University Graduate School  
ǒ Dallas Theological Seminary  (DTS) 
ǒ Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine  (VCOM) 
ǒ Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine  (LECOM) 
ǒ Midwestern University   
ǒ Phoenix Seminary   

 
  

http://www.maricopa.edu/degrees-certificates/university-transfer/partners
http://www.maricopa.edu/degrees-certificates/university-transfer/partners
http://www.saltnextgen.com/
http://www.kcbiblecollege.org/articulation/
https://calvarychapelbiblecollege.com/
https://www.cedarville.edu/academic-schools-and-departments/graduate-school?utm_source=google_knowledge_panel&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=website-link-gradSchool
https://www.dts.edu/academics/ministry-partnerships/acu-partnership/
https://www.vcom.edu/
https://lecom.edu/academics/early-acceptance-program/
https://www.midwestern.edu/
https://ps.edu/
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Program -Specific Accreditation, Certification, and Licensure  
 
Some of ACUɄs degree programs have program-specific accreditations, certifications, or licensures. 
These are represented in the table below. Programs not included in the table below do not have 
additional accreditation, certifications, or licensures.  
 

ACU Program Name  Accreditation, Certification, or Licensure  

Undergraduate Programs  

Bachelor of Arts in Child Development  ACU is recognized as an institution that provides 
required coursework for Child Life Specialist 
certification through the Association of Child Life 
Professionals (ACLP). 

Bachelor of Arts in Family Studies /  
Concentration in Marriage & Family  
 

 

ACU's Family Studies program with a concentration 
in Marriage & Family is approved by the National 
Council on Family Relations and meet s the 
requirements to prepare students to demonstrate 
knowledge in the ten Family Life Education content 
areas to become a certified family life educator 
(CFLE). A degree in family studies from ACU is 
sufficient for students to be certified family life 
educators in all states in the U.S. and Canada.  
 
Students can view the checklist(s) of coursework that 
has been approved by NCFR to meet the CFLE 
requirements: https://www.ncfr.org/cfle -
certification/become -certified/cfle -approved-
application . 

Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education  
Including:  
Concentration in Early Childhood  
 
Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education  
Including:  
Concentration in B ible   
Concentration in Business   
Concentration in Mathematics   
Concentration in Physical Education  
Concentration in English Language Arts  
Concentration in History  
Concentration in Political Science  
Concentration in Science  

ACUɄs Bachelor of Science in Education programs are 
ADE (Arizona Department of Education) approved 
and accredited by ACSI (Association of Christian 
Schools International).  
 
States vary in their certification requirements. ACU 
has made reasonable, good faith efforts to 
determine if its certified education programs meet 
the applicable education requirement for 
professional licensure or certification in all fifty 
states and seve ral U.S. territories. This information 
can be accessed on the Professional Licensure General 
Notifications  document linked in the Consumer 
Information  web page.  

https://www.ncfr.org/cfle-certification/become-certified/cfle-approved-application
https://www.ncfr.org/cfle-certification/become-certified/cfle-approved-application
https://www.ncfr.org/cfle-certification/become-certified/cfle-approved-application
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/about/consumer-information/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/about/consumer-information/
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Students enrolled in the education programs can 
become Arizona certified teachers. They may choose 
from emphases in Elementary and Secondary 
Education. Upon completion of their degree 
requirements, and with the required GPA met, 
students will be issued an Institutional 
Recommendation (IR), as well as a document that 
can be redeemed for ACSI certification. See the 
Education website for additional  Education Program 
Benefits . 
 
Students can contact the program director for program -
specific accreditation, approval, or licensure 
documentation.  

Post-Baccalaureate Programs 

Elementary Education  
 
Secondary Education  
 
 

ACUɄs post -baccalaureate programs in Education are 
ADE (Arizona Department of Education) approved 
and accredited by ACSI (Association of Christian 
Schools International).  
 
States vary in their certification requirements. ACU 
has made reasonable, good faith efforts to 
determine if its certified education programs meet 
the applicable education requirement for 
professional licensure or certification in all fifty 
states and seve ral U.S. territories. This information 
can be accessed on the Professional Licensure General 
Notifications  document linked in the Consumer 
Information  web page.  
 
Students enrolled in the Education programs can 
become Arizona certified teachers. They may choose 
from emphases in Elementary and Secondary 
Education. Upon completion of their degree 
requirements, and with the required GPA met, 
students will be issued an Institutional 
Recommendation (IR), a s well as a document that 
can be redeemed for ACSI certification. See the 
Education website for additional Education Program 
Benefits . 

Students can contact the program director for program -
specific accreditation, approval, or licensure 
documentation.  

 

  

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/education-program-benefits/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/education-program-benefits/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/about/consumer-information/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/about/consumer-information/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/education-program-benefits/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/education-program-benefits/
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ONLINE STATE AUTHORIZATION  
 
To ensure compliance with state regulations regarding online education , ACU will perform a 
residency check on all students enrolled in online education on the first Friday of a semester. At this 
point , any student found to be residing in a state where ACU has determine d that it cannot offer 
online education  will be withdrawn from class and notified. ACU will determine residency  by 
reference to the primary  address listed in Populi (ACU's student information system). Students are 
required to keep an updated primary address in Populi. In the catalog, ACU will keep a list of state s 
where  it cannot offer online education. No new students should be recruited or enrolled  from a 
state on the  list.  
 
ACU cannot offer online education in the following states or  D.C. without an individual exemption 
for the student:  
 
Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Georgia, Hawaii, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming . 
 
State -Specific Disclosures for Distance Education Students  
 
Arkansas   
 
ACU is certified with the Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board (AHECB) to offer online 
education to students in the state of Arkansas . Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
certification does not constitute an endorsement of any institution, course , or degree program. Such 
certification merely indicates that certain minimum standards have been met under the rules and 
regulations of institutional certification as defined in Arkansas Code §6 -61-301. 
 
The student should be aware that these degree programs may not transfer. The transfer of 
course/degree credit is determined by the receiving institution.  
 
AHECB requires Arizona Christian University to make a decision on a student grievance following its 
public complaint policy . Inquiries into student grievances must be limited to AHECB certified (under 
Arkansas Code §6 -61-301) courses/degree programs and institutions , and to matters related to the 
criteria for certification. Within 20 days of completing ACU's grievance procedures, the student may 
file the complaint in writing to the address below. The grievant must provide a statement from ACU 
verifying that the instit ution's appeal process has been followed. Other action may be taken by 
AHECB as needed. Please refer to the contact information below:  
 

Arkansas Division of Higher Education (ADHE)  
101 East Capitol, Suite 300  

Little Rock, AR 72201  
Phone: 501 -371-2000 

Email: alana.colburn@adhe.edu   
https://www.adhe.edu/students -parents/colleges -universites/student -grievance -form/   

 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/academics/complaints/
mailto:alana.colburn@adhe.edu
https://www.adhe.edu/students-parents/colleges-universites/student-grievance-form/
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Maryland  
 
Arizona Christian University is registered with the Maryland Higher Education Commission and 
approved to offer online education to students in the state of Maryland. Complaints must first be 
submitted internally for resolution following ACUɄs complaint policy . After exhausting ACUɄs internal 
complaint process, online students residing in Maryland may submit  a complaint to the Maryland 
Higher Education Commission, the Office of the Maryland Attorney General, or both, using the 
following contact information:  
 

Maryland Higher Education Commission  
6 North Liberty Street, 10th Floor,  

Baltimore, MD 21201  
Phone: 410 -767-3300 

Email: collegiatecomplaint.mhec@maryland.gov   
https://onestop.md.gov/forms/student -complaints -mhec -5f74bfc0ab0f9d00fc796766   

 
New Mexico  
 
ACU is authorized by the New Mexico Higher Education Department (NMHED) to offer distance 
education to students residing in New Mexico.  
 
Only after exhausting ACUɄs internal complaint policy , which establishes specific timeframes for 
investigating and responding to complaints, may online students residing in New Mexico file a 
complaint with NMHED. In accordance with NMHED regulations, ACUɄs designated representative 
who investigates or addres ses a complaint will serve in an impartial capacity and will not be directly 
involved in the subject matter of the complaint. Additionally, ACU ensures that no adverse action 
shall be taken against a complainant for filing a complaint. Upon receipt of a St udent Complaint 
Form, NMHED staff will review the form and its attachments and may contact the student via email 
for additional information or clarification. Should the initial review fall within the purview of NMHED, 
efforts will be made to facilitate a r esolution by forwarding a copy of the complaint to the institution 
against which it has been made, with all parties being notified of the outcome. Please refer to the 
contact information below:  
 

New Mexico Higher Education Department  
2044 Galisteo Street, Suite 4  

Santa Fe, NM 87505 -2100 
Phone: 505 -476-8411 

Email: HigherEd.Info@hed.nm.gov   
https://hed.nm.gov/students -parents/student -complaints  

 
  

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/academics/complaints/
mailto:collegiatecomplaint.mhec@maryland.gov
https://onestop.md.gov/forms/student-complaints-mhec-5f74bfc0ab0f9d00fc796766
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/academics/complaints/
mailto:HigherEd.Info@hed.nm.gov
https://hed.nm.gov/students-parents/student-complaints
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UNIVERSITY LIFE  
 

Academic Advising  
 
Each student is assigned an Enrollment Management Specialist (EMS) as a central contact for degree 
planning, course registration, and progression toward graduation. Faculty advisors in each major 
also serve as a source of advice for choosing the major and courses to support the studentɄs career 
goals. Even though assistance is provided for academic planning, students must be aware that they 
are ultimately responsible for staying on track with their academic program so that graduation 
requirements will be me t. Additional academic services are provided through the Academic Center 
for Excellence (ACE). See the Student Handbook  for specific services.  
 

Athletics  
 
Arizona Christian University  recognizes that athletics are a great opportunity for those who 
participate to use the gifts and talents God has uniquely designed in each of us to bring glory to him 
through competing in a Christ -like manner . Athletics is an integral part of the development of the 
entire student. The athletic program complements the institution in its mission to provide  a 
biblically integrated, liberal arts education equipping graduates to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in all 
aspects of life, as leaders of influence and excellence.  
 
Our coaches are Christians and believe they have been called to excellence in teaching their game 
and in living their lives for Christ. We do not divide our athletic performance and our Christianity. 
Our expectations are high in the classroom, on the court  or field, and in everyday life. We are 
Christian competitors who give our all, all of the time, seeking to impact the world for Christ using 
the tool of athletics.  
 

Mission Statement:  The mission of ACU athletics is to empower student -athletes to pursue 
victory in competition , academic excellence in the classroom, and faithful service in the 
community.  

 
Motto:  Seeking Truth, Pursuing Victory, Transforming Lives.  

 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
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INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS  
 
Students are eligible to participate in intercollegiate athletic competition if they meet the following 
conditions:  
 
¶ Are enrolled in the undergraduate (traditional) or post -baccalaureate program.  

¶ Are registered at ACU for a full -time course load, as defined by their program, during the 
semester they intend to  compete in the sport. (This can be waived for the student's final 
semester under the senior exemption,  provided the student meets all require ments for 
graduation at the end of that semester.)  

¶ Meet eligibility requirements  for the conference that  governs the sport.  (Students should 
contact their coach and/or the athletics eligibility administrator for details of all eligibility 
requirements.)  

¶ Club and/or development level teams may have other requirements. Students should 
confirm with coaches regarding any additional requirements.  

 
Students participating in intercollegiate athletics may take sport participation and weight training 
classes for credit. A maximum of 8 credits, whether earned at ACU or transferred in, will be applied 
to general electives in any course of study.  
 
Intercollegiate sports include the following:  
 
WomenɄs Sports 
Basketball, Beach Volleyball, Cross Country, Dance, Flag Football, Golf, Soccer, Softball, STUNT, 
Swimming, Tennis, Track and Field, Volleyball , Wrestling  

 

MenɄs Sports 
Baseball, Basketball, Bowling, Cross Country, Football, Golf, Lacrosse, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis, 
Track and Field, Volleyball, Wrestling  

 

Competitive Club Sports  
Baseball, Basketball, Cheerleading, Football, Soccer, Volleyball  

 

NATIONAL/CONFERENCE AFFILIATIONS  
 

Arizona Christian University is a member of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA), the Great Southwest Athletic Conference (GSAC), and the Pacific Collegiate Swim Conference, 
and is an associate member of the Frontier Conference for football and the Cascade Collegiate 
Conference (CCC) for wrestling. ACU also holds membership in the United St ates Bowling Congress 
(USBC) for Bowling, the Men's Collegiate Lacrosse Association (MCLA) for Lacrosse, and USA Cheer 
for both STUNT and Dance.  

 

INTRAMURAL ATHLETICS PROGRAMS  
 

The Intramural Athletics Program, coordinated by Student Development, provides a wide variety of 
activities for meeting the recreational and social needs of the entire ACU student body. Several 
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league seasons are available for both men and women in which to participate. These events include 
dodgeball, bowling, basketball, soccer, and volleyball. Many other tournaments, such as ping -pong, 
softball, and sand volleyball are held for participation by  both men and women. Intramural athletics 
have proven to be a great complement to academic university life and have developed into a great 
social activity for the student body.  

 
Intramural Sports  
Volleyball, Basketball, Ultimate Frisbee, Disc Golf, Kickball, Dodgeball, and more.  
 

Campus Safety  
 
For campus safety policies and procedures, please refer to the Student Handbook . 
 

Disability Services  
 
Arizona Christian University is committed to offering equal access to people with disabilities. In 
compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 , the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) of 1990 , and the Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act of 2008, the university does not 
exclude otherwise qualified persons from participating in university programs and activities. The 
university is committed to nondiscrimination for all persons in employment, access to facilities, 
student programs, activities, and services.  
 
In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) of 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act of 2008, and university policy, all 
members of the university community are responsible for ensuring that students are not 
discriminated against because of a disability. To accomplish this goal, reasonable and appropriate 
accommodation(s) may be necessary for physical and/or programmatic access. ACU is comm itted 
to providing an equal opportunity educational experience for ACU students, and reasonable access 
accommodation(s) will be granted to students who qualify.  
 
Students who believe they require accommodation(s), even on a temporary basis, are required to 
self -identify and make their requests in writing using the Accommodations Request and Documentation 

Form to document their  disability in accordance with ACU policies and procedures.  
Accommodation(s) are not retroactive. Please allow adequate time for evaluating documentation 
and arranging approved accommodation(s).  
 
Requirements for documentation at ACU are based on the Association on Higher Education and 
Disability (AHEAD) best practices. Documentation of the disability should be current (not older than 
1 year) and provided by a qualified healthcare professional such as a diagnosing or current 
physician, psychiatrist , or psychologist. It must comply with the requirements for documentation 
outlined on the Accommodations Request and Documentation Form.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJsJqEXAn77_VvR-8kCNT5NAMAoplWiyGqhOY5RX-_Iff9SA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJsJqEXAn77_VvR-8kCNT5NAMAoplWiyGqhOY5RX-_Iff9SA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJsJqEXAn77_VvR-8kCNT5NAMAoplWiyGqhOY5RX-_Iff9SA/viewform?usp=header
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Disability documentation must include the following:  
 

1. Current (not to exceed one year), dated , and signed on official letterhead from the 
professional/institution/organization.  

2. Provided by a qualified healthcare professional such as a diagnosing or current physician, 
psychiatrist, or psychologist. Please note: a school -based Eligibility Report/IEP/504 Plan can 
additionally be submitted as documentation of historical accommodation(s) but may not 
solely be considered.  

3. Include a specific diagnosis or description of the disability.  

4. Description of all current functional limitations due to the disability which may prevent the 
studentɄs ability to meet class requirements or participate in other ACU activities.  

5. A complete description of the suggested accommodations that the studentɄs qualified 
healthcare professional feels may aid in the classroom/university environment.   

 
Incomplete or inadequate documentation will be returned. ACU reserves the right to verify all professional 
documentation and determine reasonable accommodation for any disability, including learning 
disabilities. Please note that all costs associated with obtaining and providing the required professional 
documentation are the responsibility of the student.  
 
Arizona Christian UniversityɄs Process for Obtaining Accommodation(s):  

1. Self-identification and completion of the  Accommodations Request and Documentation 
Form , either online or in -office via scheduled appointment . 

2. Verification of disability information and/or documentation . 

3. Interactive process meeting with the Disability Services Coordinator  . 

 
For more information about Disability Services or to schedule an appointment, please call 602 -489-
5300 x3024 or email disabilityservices@arizonachristian.edu. 
 
Students who wish to appeal decisions regarding accommodation(s) will be directed to a three -
person panel composed of the relevant dean , the Provost , and the General Counsel. Formal 
complaints are reviewed in accordance with ACU policies as described in th is catalog and  the  
Student Handbook .  
 
SERVICE AND ASSISTANCE ANIMALS  
 
In accordance with the Fair Housing Act (FHA), Arizona Christian University will consider requests 
for reasonable accommodations for students living in on -campus housing who require an assistance 
animal because of a disability.  Assistance animals may be considered for on -campus housing but 
must first receive approval by Disability Services and Residence Life. This policy addresses student 
requests for an assistance animal in on -campus housing and is separate from the process for 
notifying the university of a need for a service animal.  Pets, which are companion animals and 
neither service animals nor assistance animals, are prohibited from on -campus housing and the 
campus at large.  The university reserves the right to amend this policy as circumstances require. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJsJqEXAn77_VvR-8kCNT5NAMAoplWiyGqhOY5RX-_Iff9SA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJsJqEXAn77_VvR-8kCNT5NAMAoplWiyGqhOY5RX-_Iff9SA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJsJqEXAn77_VvR-8kCNT5NAMAoplWiyGqhOY5RX-_Iff9SA/viewform?usp=header
mailto:disabilityservices@arizonachristian.edu
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
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Students may not keep an assistance animal or emotional support animal ( ESA) in on -campus 
housing until approval from Disability Services and Residence Life is obtained.  
 
Definitions  
 
¶ Service Animal:  A service animal is highly and specially trained to do work or perform day -

to -day tasks that otherwise cause difficulty due to a person's disability. The qualifications for 
service animal distinction are defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA ) and the 
Arizonans with Disabilities Act (AzDA). Service animals are not pets.  

¶ Assistance Animal:  Assistance animals are animals that may (1) do work, perform tasks, or 
provide benefits to individuals with a disability or (2) provide emotional support that 
alleviate s symptoms or the effects of a disability.  Assistance animals are most commonly 
dogs, but other animals may qualify.  Assistance animals may or may not be specially trained.  
Assistance animals are distinct from service animals in that they are not needed for activities 
of daily living and do not need to accompany the individual at all times.  

¶ Emotional Support Animal:  An emotional support animal (ESA) may be a trained or untrained 
animal which provides emotional or therapeutic support to an individual with a disability. 
Another common term for an ESA is a therapy animal. Emotional support animals are 
commonly kept only  in households.   

¶ Pet: Pets are animals used solely for companionship and are not service animals, assistance 
animals , or ESAs. Pets are strictly prohibited on university property or in the residence hall s. 
Fish are the only personal pets of any kind that are permitted in the residence hall s.  

¶ Owner:  The student requesting and receiving approval to maintain an assistance animal in 
an on -campus housing room.   

¶ Disability Services:  The department on campus responsible for providing assistance and 
accommodation(s) to students with disabilities.  

¶ Residence Life:  The department on campus responsible for administration and oversight of 
all on -campus housing operations and programs.   

 
Process for Requesting an Assistance Animal or E motional Support Animal  
 
¶ To ensure that the presence of an assistance animal does not create an undue 

administrative burden on  the university or significantly alter university housing operations, 
the university reserves the right to assign owners to a single room without a roommate.  
Individuals receiving approval for assistance animals will not be assigned to specific on -
campus buildings because of their disability.  

¶ The request for an assistance animal must be reasonable. The university may deny a request 
if the presence of an assistance animal /ESA, 1) creates an undue administrative or financial 
burden on  the university, 2) significantly alters on -campus housing operations, and/or  3) 
demonstrates a threat to the health and safety of others as well as damage to university 
property.  
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¶ In order for this request to be considered, the student must:  

o Review and sign this form and submit it to the Director of Residence Life by July 15th 
for the f all semester and December 15th for the s pring semester.  

o Provide official proof of updated vaccinations of the animal to the Director of 
Residence Life . 

o Provide official documentation to the Disability Services Coordinator from the 
studentɄs medical provider outlining the disability and the symptoms in which the 
assistant animal/ESA  assists with.  

o Provide proof/verification of licensing with Maricopa County Animal Care & Control.  

 
Criteria for Determining if the Presence of the Assistance Animal or Emotional 
Support Animal  is Unreasonable  
 
The university may find it unreasonable to permit an assistance animal if:  
 
¶ The animal has been owned for less than a one -year period.  

¶ The animal is less than one  year old and/or the size of the animal is not conducive to the 
physical space of the dorm room.  

¶ The animalɄs presence would force another student out of housing (for reasons such as 
allergies).  

¶ The animal disturbs the other individualɄs right to peace and quiet.  

¶ The animal is not housebroken and/or unable to live with others.  

¶ The animal does not have updated vaccinations.  

¶ The animal poses or has posed a direct threat or demonstrates aggressive behavior to 
others . 

¶ The animal causes or has caused excessive damage to on -campus housing beyond 
reasonable wear and tear.  

¶ The animal is not well controlled and/or is unable to respond to the owner's commands.  

 
Access to University Facilities  
 
¶ Assistance animals/ESAs  must be contained in the ownerɄs private room at all times, except 

for when taking the animal out for exercise or relief in designated areas.  

¶ Assistance animals/ESAs are prohibited from entering any other building on campus other 
than the ownerɄs on-campus residence hall or area.   

¶ Assistance animals/ESAs are strictly prohibited from being on campus grounds , which 
include  classrooms, the library, the Tower, the Commons, the swimming pool, or any other 
area other than the residence hall or area of the owner.  
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¶ When not in the ownerɄs assigned room, assistance animals/ESAs must be contained at all 
times  in a carrier or controlled by a leash or harness.  Electronic collars, e -collars , or remote 
collars do not meet leash requirements per Arizona code.  

 
Individual Responsibilities  
 
¶ The assistance animal/ESA must be in the control of the owner at all times. When attending 

classes or other activities outside of his or he r room, the owner must ensure the animal is 
appropriately contained in the ownerɄs room.  

¶ Assistance animals/ESAs may not be loose or run at large.  

¶ Assistance animals/ESAs may not be left alone in the ownerɄs room overnight or left in the 
care of others on -campus overnight. If the owner leaves overnight, the animal must 
accompany him or her  or board off campus.  

¶ Animals found loose or running at large are subject to capture, confinement, and immediate 
removal from campus and on -campus housing.   

¶ Assistance animals/ESAs are not allowed on the turf fields.  

¶ The owner is responsible for the sole care of the animal and may not burden the university 
or others with caring for the animal.  

¶ The owner is responsible for cleaning up after the animal and properly disposing of waste.  

¶ The owner is responsible for ensuring the animal is well cared for and free of abuse. Evidence 
of abuse may result in the removal  of the assistance animal from housing and/or disciplinary 
action of the owner and other involved parties.  

¶ The owner is responsible for registering the assistance animal/ESA with Maricopa County 
Animal Care & Control , including paying associated fees.  

 
General Responsibilities  

 
¶ The owner must abide by all federal, state, or local laws, regulations, or requirements 

pertaining to the ownership of an assistance animal/ESA. The university has the right to 
require documentation of up -to -date vaccinations and licenses related to the assistance 
animal/ESA prior to approval.  

¶ Individuals with a disability will not be charged a fee for an approved assistance animal. Only 
for emotional support animals will a $250 cleaning fee be added to the ownerɄs Populi 
account.  

¶ Excessive damage to university property caused by the assistance animal/ESA will be fixed 
at the ownerɄs expense. Additionally, on -campus housing will be inspected for fleas, ticks, or 
other pests , and the removal of such pests will be at the ownerɄs expense.  

¶ The owner must abide by all terms of this policy or risk removal of the assistance animal/ESA.  

¶ The owner agrees to abide by all Residence Life and Student Handbook policies.  

¶ The assistance animal/ESA, if approved, is only permitted as long as it is necessary for the 
ownerɄs disability. If the assistance animal/ESA is no longer needed, the owner must notify 
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Disability Services and Residence Life , and the assistance animal/ESA must be removed from 
on-campus housing.  

¶ In the event of an emergency or emergency evacuation, such as a fire alarm, the university 
is not required to provide care for the assistance animal/ESA. Emergency personnel will 
determine whether to remove the animal and may not be held responsible for the care, 
damage to, or loss of the animal.  

¶ The owner agrees to allow Disability Services to disclose information regarding the need for 
an assistance animal/ESA to individuals impacted by the presence of the animal, including 
Residence Life staff and potential room/suitemates and neighbors. Information provided 
will relate only to the presence of the animal and will not include details of the ownerɄs 
disability.  

 
Removal of Assistance Animal/Emotional Support Animal  
 
The university may find it necessary to remove an assistance animal if:  
 
¶ The animalɄs presence causes the university to experience an undue  administrative or 

financial burden.  

¶ The animalɄs presence significantly alters on-campus housing operations.  

¶ The animal demonstrates a threat to the health and safety of others as well as damage to 
university  property.  

¶ The animal causes unmanageable  disturbance or interference with the university 
community.  

¶ The owner fails to adhere to the terms of this agreement.  

 
If an assistance  animal/ESA must be removed from on -campus housing, the owner is still required 
to fulfil l the obligations of his or her  housing contract.   
 
Exclusion of Service Animal  
 
The university may find it necessary to exclude a service animal if:  
 
¶ The animalɄs presence causes the university to experience undue administrative or financial 

burden.  

¶ The animal is out of control and/or the handler does not take action to control the animal.  

¶ The animal is not housebroken . 

¶ The animal demonstrates a threat to the health and safety of others as well as damage to 
university property.  

¶ The animal fundamentally alters the nature of the university and/or causes an 
unmanageable disturbance or interference with the university community.  
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Employment  
 
A variety of opportunities exist for employment by the university, including paid student employee 
positions and work  study positions. ACU also provides student employment opportunities under the 
Federal Work Study Program . In order to qualify for certain positions (including federal work study 
positions), students may need to demonstrate financial need and show academic promise sufficient 
to maintain good standing. Further information may be obtained on the ACU Career Services 
webpage . 
 
Enrolled students may be restricted in the total number of hours per week they are authorized to 
work. The limitations are determined by the number of semester credits they are carrying in any 
given semester and the position start date.  
 
Students may also gain valuable work experience through involvement in student leadership 
positions  (many of which provide small leadership scholarships) and unpaid on -campus internships.  
 
Additionally, many opportunities exist for employment in the Phoenix metropolitan area. 
Businesses near the campus have often been a source of jobs for Arizona Christian University 
students.  
 
International students may have further limitations on employment subject to federal regulations. 
Please consult with a  SEVIS Designated School Official . 
 

Injury Policy  
 
Arizona Christian University students have the responsibility to follow campus policies and use 
reasonable judgment to ensure their safety and well -being. ACU does not have an on -campus health 
clinic; subsequently, students who become sick or injured are a dvised to seek off -campus medical 
treatment when needed.  
 
On-Campus Injury  
If a student experiences an injury during a campus -sponsored event, university staff will follow the 
accident response procedures.  
 
If a student experiences a personal injury on campus (excluding a campus -sponsored event), 
university staff will follow the accident response procedures. The student is responsible for 
obtaining medical care and for all associated costs. The student should report the injury to the 
Department of Campus Safety once he/she is safely able to do so.  
 
Off - Campus Injury  
If a student experiences a personal injury off -campus, the student is responsible for seeking medical 
care and for all associated costs.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-financial-services/work-study/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/career-services/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/career-services/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/contacting-your-dso/
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Student Athlete  
If an ACU student athlete experiences a personal injury outside of competition or practice, the 
student is responsible for obtaining care from an off -campus medical professional. ACU athletic 
trainers and staff will not evaluate, diagnose, or treat any per sonal injuries that occur outside of 
athletic practice or competition. Injuries that occur outside ACU athletic activities that require 
rehabilitation, long -term care, and/or coordination will be managed by the student and his/her 
treating physician(s). An y accommodations needed as a result of said injuries should be shared by 
the student with Disability Services, who will coordinate appropriately.   
 
If an ACU student athlete is injured during  an athletic competition or team practice, the athlete will 
be evaluated by the ACU athletic training staff in accordance with ACU athletic policies and 
procedures.  
 
Notice to Disability Services  
If a student's injuries/illness prevent the student from : (1) returning to campus, (2) attending class, 
or (3) assuming his/her normal university activities, the student is responsible for contacting 
Disability Services.  
 
Disability Services:   
Administration Building, Office 40  
(602) 489-5300 x3023   
disabilityservices@arizonachristian.edu  
 

Medical Insurance  
 
Arizona Christian University does not provide a student health insurance plan. Student athletes and 
international students are required to obtain and maintain medical insurance during the school 
year.  
 

Motor Vehicles  
 
All student vehicles must be registered with the university. Refer to the Student Handbook  for 
additional information.  
 

Non -Discrimination Policy  
 
Arizona Christian University does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, color, national or 
ethnic origin, mental and/or physical disability (including pregnancy), marital status, status as a 
covered veteran, or age in the administration of its edu cational policies, admission policies, financial 
aid programs, athletics, and other university -administered programs. As a Christ -centered 
institution, Arizona Christian University retains the right to make employment, admission, 
educational, and program d ecisions based on an individualɄs religious beliefs and conduct consistent 
with the ACU Statement of Faith, Core Commitments, and other university policies.  
 

mailto:disabilityservices@arizonachristian.edu
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
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Orientation for New Students  
 
New and transfer students participate in special days during the summer, the beginning of the fall 
semester (Orientation and Welcome Week), and the beginning of the spring semester. Orientation 
activities are designed to help new and transfer students tran sition smoothly into the ACU 
community and give students practical tips for a successful college career at ACU. Additionally, these 
events help students meet other students, administrators, faculty, and staff. Various members of 
the professional staff are available to give new students exposure to the university as a whole.  
 
Online studies students are placed into a self -paced online orientation class in the Canvas Learning 
Management System at the time of enrollment in the program, up to 8 weeks prior to their first 
class. 
 

Student Activities  
 
SPIRITUAL LIFE  
 
The faculty and staff at ACU are highly committed to creating an atmosphere conducive for spiritual 
growth. ACU encourages all students to seek God  daily  through the reading of Scripture (Psalm 
119:105) and through continual prayer (Luke 18:1). We believe that spiritual formation happens in 
our head s, heart s, and hands. Therefore , we have created opportunities for growth to happen 
through discipleship, prayer, community outreach, mission s, service, Bible studies , small groups,  
and chapel.  
 
CHAPEL ATTENDANCE  
 
Chapel provides inspiration and a time for corporate worship for the university family. It is a vital 
part of the spiritual and academic experience at Arizona Christian University. Chapel occurs twice 
per week and includes inspiring, student -led worship an d challenging, stimulating messages from 
ACUɄs campus pastor and other Christian leaders. Attendance is required for traditional 
undergraduate students taking 12 or more credits. Online students are not required to attend 
chapel. See the Student Handbook  for detailed policies and procedures.  
 
STUDENT  LIFE 
 
ACU provides a number of extracurricular activities  that offer students a variety of opportunities to 
learn leadership skills and participate in meaningful social contexts, including campus activities, 
campus recreation, orientation and first -year programs, student life, marketing, and student 
organization s.  
 
Extracurricular activities include music ensembles and student -led clubs , as well as recreational 
activities such as intramurals, hiking, running, and other outdoor pursuits. For a list of intramural 
sports, see the Intramural Athletics Programs  section of this catalog.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/get-involved/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/get-involved/clubs/
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Student Leadership Opportunities  
Arizona Christian University is committed to training and equipping the next generation of Christian 
leaders who will transform culture with the truth. The university offers numerous opportunities for 
students to lead on campus , including opportunities within the Student Development Division and 
Athletics. Examples of student leadership positions include:  
 

ǒ Athletics Game Coordinators  
ǒ Resident Assistants  
ǒ Campus Activities Board Members  
ǒ Student Life Marketers  
ǒ Peer Mentors  
ǒ Crew Leaders (New Student Orientation Leaders)  
ǒ Life Leaders  
ǒ Chapel and Spiritual Life Event Coordinators  
ǒ Campus Recreation and Intramurals Members  
ǒ And more!  

 
Students can also participate in leadership opportunities by joining or starting student 
organizations. Students interested in leadership opportunities should contact Student Development 
for more information.  
 
Student Organizations  
The university encourages all students to start, join, and participate in student organizations . 
Officially recognized student organizations have included the Biology/Pre -Med Club, Christian 
Challenge ACU, Creation Club, FaithVest (investment club), International Students Club, Joseph Story 
Pre-Law Society, Press Club, Ring of Fire (athletic event s tudent section), Student Leadership, 
Soldiers for Life Club, and ACU Young Life. For a list of current student organizations, visit the ACU 
website . To learn more about starting a student organization, contact  Student  Development . 
 

University Services  
 
University services include on -campus housing, meal services, and laundry facilities for campus 
residents.  
 
  

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/get-involved/leadership-development/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/get-involved/leadership-development/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/get-involved/clubs/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/get-involved/clubs/
mailto:studentdevelopment@arizonachristian.edu
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ADMISSION POLICIES  AND  
PROCEDURES  
 

Campus Visits and Virtual Tours  
 
Students interested in attending Arizona Christian University are strongly encouraged to visit the 
campus. Campus visits are arranged through the admissions office and can be tailored to suit 
individual needs. Visits may include a campus tour, an admission s meeting, an appointment with 
faculty members, or an opportunity to sit in on classes or attend chapel services. Please contact the 
admissions office at least one week in advance of the date you will be on campus. To schedule an 
in-person tour or campus v isit, please email admissions at acu.tours@arizonachristian.edu  or RSVP 
at visit.arizonachristian.edu . 
 

Application Procedure  
 
Applications must be completed online at  apply.arizonachristian.edu . The application includes 
affirmations of faith and short -answer questions describing the studentɄs relationship with Jesus 
Christ and his or her spiritual formation since accepting Jesus Christ.  In addition to the application, 
the following items are required:  
 
ǒ Freshman Applicants  

o One of the following proofs of high school graduation  is required:  

ǐ Official high school transcripts  

ǐ High school equivalency test scores (GED, HiSet)  

ǐ Homeschool transcript, affidavit, or portfolio  

o Official ACT/SAT scores (recommended but not required)  

 
ǒ Transfer Applicants  

o Official college transcripts from all schools attended since high school  are required.  

o If a student has completed 1 5 or more semester credits after high school graduation , 
admission is based on college transcripts.  

o If a student has completed 1 -14 semester credits, admission is based on freshman 
application requirements ; however, official college transcripts are still required.  

 

mailto:admissions@arizonachristian.edu
https://visit.arizonachristian.edu/
https://apply.arizonachristian.edu/
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ǒ International Students  

o International Student Certification of Finances . 

o English language proficiency, if English is not the primary language, demonstrated 
by any one of the following means:  

ǐ Official scores from an approved English proficiency test as defined  in 
Academic Standards for International Students . 

ǐ High school or college transcript showing that instruction was primarily in 
English. 

o Transcripts evaluated by a credentialing agency from all previous non -U.S. 
educational institutions. The following is a list of approved agencies:  

ǐ International Credential Evaluations (InCRED) , https://www.incredevals.org/   

ǐ World Education Services (WES) , https://www.wes.org/   

ǐ Foreign Credentials Service of America (FCSA) , https://foreigncredentials.org/  

ǐ Arizona International Credential Evaluators (AZICE) , https://iceinaz.com/   

o Completion of ACUɄs SEVP participation application to qualify for the certification of 
eligibility for nonimmigrant student status (INS Form I -20). ACU reserves the right to 
request the studentɄs enrollment deposit before issuing the I-20. 

 
ǒ Education Post -Baccalaureate  Program  

o Official transcripts showing evidence of a bachelorɄs degree from an institutionally 
accredited institution. Degrees from institutions which are not institutionally 
accredited will be considered on a case -by-case basis. 

o Copy of an IVP fingerprint card or receipt showing the application for an IVP 
fingerprint card . 

o Interview with a full -time faculty member from the Education department.  

o 3 letters of recommendation . 

o One of the following content area exams taken  (required for Alternative Certificate) 
or proof that it is scheduled to be taken : 

ǐ Elementary Education  

- Mastery in content will be demonstrated by a passing score on the 
Arizona Educator Exams in Subject Knowledge: Elementary 
Education.  

- Mastery in professional knowledge will be demonstrated by a passing 
score on the Arizona Educator Exam - Professional Knowledge: 
Elementary.  

ǐ Secondary Education  

- Mastery in content will be demonstrated by a passing score on the 
Arizona Educator Exams in the content area.  

https://www.incredevals.org/
https://www.wes.org/
https://foreigncredentials.org/
https://iceinaz.com/
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- Mastery in professional knowledge will be demonstrated by a passing 
score on the Arizona Educator Exam - Professional Knowledge: 
Secondary.  

 
When all forms have been received and evaluated according to the acceptance standards defined 
in the current ACU catalog, the applicant will be notified of the admissions committeeɄs decision.  
 
ACU has a rolling application system, and applications are accepted throughout the year. However, 
in order to maximize  financial aid opportunities, students are encouraged to apply early.  
 
NON -DEGREE SEEKING 
 
Non -degree seeking students are not considered as ɇacceptedɈ to the university . Non -degree 
seeking students who at a later date seek to earn a degree at ACU must apply for admission as a 
degree -seeking student and meet the  admission requirements in effect at that time.  
 
ǒ Concurrent High School  

o Must be at least 15 years old, but not older than 19 years old , to begin classes . 
o Must not have already graduated from high school.  
o Must not have a criminal record or, if so, be approved by Campus Safety to attend 

classes at ACU. 
o Must submit a c oncurrent enrollment application . 
o Must submit a c urrent high school transcript showing an unweighted GPA of 2.5 or 

higher . 
o Must agree with the ACU Statement of Faith . 
o Must adhere to the student code of conduct and the ACU Student Handbook . 
o Must complete and sign, and have a parent sign, a FERPA form. 

 
ǒ Dual Enrollment High School  

o Dual enrol lment students are registered for specific classes through a participating 
high school that has a memorandum of understanding with ACU.  

 
ǒ Adult Learners  

o Must b e over 18 years of age.  
o Must a ttest to the completion of high school or the GED. 
o Must a gree with the  ACU Statement of Faith . 
o Must a dhere to the student code of conduct and the ACU Student Handbook . 
o Individuals denied admission as regular students or under dismissal may be refused 

access to non -degree seeking student status.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
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Acceptance Standards  
 
SPIRITUAL STANDARDS  
 
The goal of Arizona Christian University is to cultivate the spiritual life of each student and to prepare 
each student for Christian service . It is , therefore,  required that applicants have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. The application procedures require a written testimony from the 
applicant. Each applicant must give evidence of a Christian life that is clearly recognizable by fellow 
Christians. Ap plicants should be regular members of a church that aligns with orthodox Christianity.  
 
ACADEMIC STANDARDS  
 
Undergraduate First -Time Freshmen  
All high school graduates coming to ACU as first -time freshmen (i.e., an applicant with no college 
credit outside of high school dual enrollment or concurrent enrollment, and who graduated from 
high school within one year of the applicantɄs start date at ACU) must meet the following admissions 
requirements:  
 
ǒ Cumulative high school GPA of 2.5 (unweighted) or higher as evidenced by an unofficial high 

school transcript or home school transcript . 
o Home school transcripts must be certified or attested to by the parent/guardian.  
o Students with a 2.0 or above GPA, but less than a 2.5 GPA, may be accepted 

provisionally.  
ǒ Official high school transcripts or high school equivalency scores.  

o GED requirements for test taken in 2014 or later. GED tests taken prior will be 
evaluated on a case -by-case basis. 
ǐ Score of 165 or higher will be accepted without restriction.  
ǐ Score of 145 -164 will be accepted provisionally.  
ǐ Students whose Mathematical Reasoning score is less than 165, will require 

developmental math while at ACU.  
ǐ Students whose Reasoning through Language Arts score is less than 165, will 

require developmental English while at ACU.  
ǐ ACU does not award college credit based on GED scores.  

o HiSet Test scores. Each state may set the criteria for awarding a High School 
Equivalency.  That criteria can be found at hiset.org/test -takers -state -requirements . 
ACU will follow these guidelines:  
ǐ Total score status of ɇPassɈ with performance level of ɇCollege and Career 
ReadinessɈ in Language Arts Writing, Language Arts Reading, and 
Mathematics may be accepted without restriction.  

ǐ Total score status of ɇPassɈ with performance level of ɇMet Passing CriteriaɈ 
in any one of Language Arts Writing, Language Arts Reading, and 
Mathematics may be accepted provisionally.  

ǐ Students whose Language Arts Writing or Language Arts Reading score ɇMet 
Passing CriteriaɈ will require developmental English while at ACU. 

ǐ Students whose Mathematics score ɇMet Passing CriteriaɈ will require 
developmental math while at ACU.  

https://hiset.org/test-takers-state-requirements/
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ǒ Official ACT/SAT scores (recommended but not required)  
o The minimum university standards are as follows:  

ǐ SAT 
- Total Score: 860  
- Evidence-Based Reading and Writing: 430  
- Mathematics: 430  

ǐ ACT 
- Composite Score: 18  
- English: 18 
- Mathematics: 18  

 
Undergraduate Transfer Students  
An applicant with college credit (outside of high school dual enrollment or concurrent enrollment) 
must meet the following admissions requirements:  
 
ǒ Cumulative college GPA of 2.5 or higher . 
ǒ Completed 15 credits or more post high school graduation with a 2.5 GPA or higher of at 

least 100 level coursework from an  institutionally accredited institution of higher learning.  
ǒ Applicants with 1 -14 credits completed post high school graduation are required to meet 

freshman acceptance standards.  
 
International Students  
The university is authorized under federal law to enroll nonimmigrant alien students. At least six 
months should be allowed for processing applications for international students. In addition to the 
academic standards for first -time freshman or transfer st udents, international students must also 
meet the requirements below.  
 
International students must follow the application procedure outlined above, as well as submitting 
the following documents:  
 
ǒ English Language Requirement  

o Any student for which English is not the original language of his or her country will be 
required to demonstrate proficiency. This may be accomplished by any of the following 
means:  
ǐ Transfer of college credits from an English -speaking institution showing a 

cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher . 
ǐ High school transcript indicating that instruction was primarily in English . 
ǐ A passing score on an approved English language proficiency test:  

o ETS TOEFL www.ets.org/toefl.htm.html  
Å A TOEFL score between 60 -72 (internet -based) or 57 -80 (paper -

based) will be accepted provisionally.  
Å A TOEFL score of 73 or higher (internet -based) or 81 or higher 

(paper -based) will be accepted with no restrictions.  
o Duolingo englishtest.duolingo.com/applicants   

Å A Duolingo score of 90 -115 will be accepted provisionally.  
Å A Duolingo score of 116 -160 will be accepted with no 

restrictions.  

https://www.ets.org/toefl.htm.html
https://englishtest.duolingo.com/applicants
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o Berlitz www.berlitz.com/en -no/adults/placement -test  
Å A Berlitz score of 74 -81 will be accepted provisionally.  
Å A Berlitz score of 82 or higher will be accepted with no 

restrictions.  
o IELTS ielts.org/ielts -usa 

Å An IELTS score of 5.5-6.9 will be accepted provisionally.  
Å An IELTS Score of 7.0 or higher will be accepted with no 

restrictions.  
ǒ Proof of Health Insurance  

 
The Office of the Registrar administers  the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS). 
The Registrar is the Primary Designated School Official (PDSO), and the Assistant Registrar is a 
Designated School Official (DSO).  International students issued an I -20 through Arizona Christian 
University must check in with the DSO at the start of each semester. For any questions, please 
contact the  DSO. 
 
Education Post -Baccalaureate  Program  
An applicant for the education post -baccalaureate program must meet the following admissions 
requirements:  
 
ǒ Overall GPA of 2.5 or greater in most recent degree.  
ǒ Content area exam must have been taken or be scheduled to be taken.  

o Students applying for the traditional certificate are not required to pass the exam prior 
to acceptance but must pass the exam before the program is completed.  

o Students applying for the Alternative Certificate are required to have taken the exam 
with a passing score prior to acceptance in the program.  

ǒ Have or have applied for a valid Identity Verified Print (IVP) fingerprint clearance card.  
ǒ To progress in the program, the student must maintain a 3.0 GPA with no class grade lower 

than a 2.0.  
 
Provisional Acceptance  
Students who meet the above criteria for provisional acceptance may be admitted on provisional 
status upon recommendation by the admissions decision committee . These students must meet 
the Standards of Progress  for provisional students as defined in this catalog.  
 
Developmental Coursework  
Refer to the  Course Placement  section of this catalog.  
 
READMISSION  
 
If the student has not been registered at ACU for 365 days or longer, then he or she must re -apply 
for admission, including the submission of all transcripts from previous colleges attended and the 
completion of the ACU new -student application. These items must be submitted and reviewed 
before readmission will be granted. The student wi ll be readmitted under the ACU c atalog 
requirements in effect for the semester the student intends to register.  
 

https://www.berlitz.com/en-no/adults/placement-test
https://ielts.org/ielts-usa
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/contacting-your-dso/
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If the student has been out of ACU less than 365 days, the student simply needs to contact his or 
her  ACU Enrollment Management Specialist (EMS), who will make a request to the Office of Registrar 
to reinstate the student. If the student does not change his or her major or modality, then nothing 
further is needed. If the student does wish to change his or her major or modality, then the EMS will 
work with the student to complete that process. The change of major or modality will also cause the 
student to be  under the ACU catalog requirements in effect for the semes ter the student intends to 
register.  
 
If the student left ACU due to an academic suspension, the student may be readmitted by the 
Academic Standards Committee  according to the process defined  in the Academic Catalog  (see 
Standards of Progress ). If the readmission is approved, the student will be provisionally admitted 
and placed on academic probation for his or her  first semester after readmission.   
 
If the student left ACU due to suspension for student conduct, then the student must obtain 
approval from the Dean of Students before being readmitted according to the process as defined in 
this catalog (see Standards of Progress ).  
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FINANCIAL  INFORMATION  
 

Tuition and Fees  
 
The ACU schedule of tuition and fees is published yearly and can be found on the ACU website at 
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student -financial -services/ . 
 
TEXTBOOK EXPENSES  
 
Textbook information, including cost, for each course is available at the time of registration. 
Students can choose from multiple sources for acquiring textbooks and supplies.  
 
STUDENT FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS  
 
All charges for tuition, fees, and room and board are due in full by the first day of classes. Students 
unable to pay the full amount may utilize, if eligible, financial aid and/or participate in a monthly 
payment plan offered through the university.  
 
All outstanding amounts are the responsibility of the student. Any student who is negligent in 
making adequate and timely arrangements to pay his or her account, or in completing 
arrangements for his or her financial aid, may be subject to administrative w ithdrawal from the 
university on or before the respective termɄs add/drop deadline. (For additional  requirements 
specific to  online and graduate students, s ee Financial Requirements for Continued Enrollment ȿ 
Online and Graduate Students  below .) 
 
Refunds for the semester of the withdrawal will be issued according to the add/drop or withdrawal 
procedures specified in this catalog. Such withdrawal will not cancel any financial obligation 
previously incurred by the student. Failure to adhere to the te rms of any financial aid and/or 
university payment plan until all financial obligations have been resolved may result in the student 
being prohibited from registering for future terms.  
 
ACU uses a variety of methods to keep students informed of amounts due, including the financial 
section of the studentɄs account in the student information system, enrollment agreements, printed 
and/or emailed statements, and various other forms of corresp ondence. It is the studentɄs 
responsibility to remain aware of obligations to the university and to make payment according to 
any agreed upon terms.  
 
Arizona Christian University retains all legal remedies to collect unpaid tuition, fees, and other 
amounts due to the university. If ACU is unable to collect amounts due to the university within a 
reasonable time, the debt may be referred to an outside col lection agency and/or attorney for 
collection. The student is responsible for reimbursing  the university for the fees of any collection 
agency, and all costs and expenses, including reasonable attorneysɄ fees, that ACU incurs in such 
collection efforts. Th e studentɄs application and registration to ACU includes consent for the use of 
the studentɄs personal information for the purpose of collecting any debt incurred while at ACU. The 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-financial-services/
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university also reserves the right to report both positive and negative payment histories to credit -
reporting agencies.  
 
Failure to pay all amounts due, including collection fees, may result in various actions, including but 
not limited to withholding services and restricting the studentɄs ability to register for class, 
participate in graduation, receive a diploma, or be con sidered for readmission to the university.  
 
ACU correspondence to students is primarily through ACU -provided email. Students are responsible 
to check their email regularly for information regarding their account. Information regarding a 
studentɄs current account balance is always accessible, and account payments can be made, through 
the studentɄs account in the student information system. 
 
Financial Requirement s for Continued Enrollment ȿ Online and Graduate Students  
Online and graduate students are required to have an approved financial plan in place by the end 
of the first week of the term in order to maintain enrollment in their courses. Acceptable financial 
arrangements include:  

ǒ Payment of tuition and fees in full  
ǒ Enrollment in a payment plan with the first installment paid  
ǒ Acceptance of sufficient financial aid to fully cover tuition and fees  

 
Online and graduate s tudents who have not secured one of the above financial arrangements by 
the end of the first week of the term will be administratively withdrawn from their classes.  
 

Financial Aid  
 
Arizona Christian University is committed to encouraging all students to seek and obtain financial 
assistance to finance their educational journey. The Financial Aid office prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, sex, or age in the administration of scholarships, 
grants, and loans.  
 
If you have questions or would like to speak to the Financial Aid Department, please contact us at 
financialaid@arizonachristian.edu  or 602 -489-5300. 
 
General Types of Financial Aid 
 
¶ Federal Student Aid  

o Grants - The federal government offers grants to students attending college. Grants 
are typically based on need and are not required to be repaid.  

o Work -Study - Federal work -study is available to undergraduate and graduate 
students who display a financial need. It provides part -time jobs to help students 
pay for educational related expenses.  

o Direct Loans - The federal government offers loans to students attending college. 
Loans are borrowed funds and must be repaid with interest.  

mailto:financialaid@arizonachristian.edu
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¶ State Aid  

o Financial assistance offered by a state to eligible residents to help fund their 
educational related expenses.  

¶  Scholarships  

o Scholarships are similar to grants and do not need to be repaid. Students are 
encouraged to apply for both institutional and private scholarships.  

¶ Veteran or Military Assistance  

o Educational benefits offered by the military to help veterans, service members, and 
their qualified family members.  

¶ Private Loans  

o Select private loans are available but are subject to credit approval. Private loans 
are borrowed funds and must be repaid with interest.  

FEDERAL AID  
 
Eligibility Requirements 
 
For general eligibility requirements for Federal Student Aid, see the Federal Student Aid website . 
 
Traditional students are awarded federal aid for a standard academic year consisting of fall and 
spring semesters. If a student enrolls in a summer semester , the summer semester is considered a 
trailer for the s pring , and the student may be eligible for additional Pell if he or she qualifies.  
 
Non -traditional students (online) are awarded federal aid for a non -term academic year consisting 
of 24 credits and 32 instructional weeks for undergraduate programs , and 18 credits and 32 
instructional weeks for graduate programs. The student must remain continuously enrolled to 
remain eligible for federal aid unless the student has an approved leave of absence or intent to 
return  documented. The intent to return must be in writing , and the student must return within 60 
calendar days after the student ceas ed attendance.  
 
Application Procedure 
 
Applicants for federal financial aid must complete and submit the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). Students apply to FAFSA via the web at studentaid.gov/h/apply -for -aid/fafsa . 
The FAFSA does require tax information from the prior -prior year, i.e., the 202 5-26 FAFSA requires 
tax information from the year 202 3. The FAFSA may be completed as early as October 1 of the year 
before the student  plan s to attend. This application determines the studentɄs eligibility for federal 
grants and loans. Students should b e sure to list ACU (code 007113) on the FAFSA when prompted.  
 
It takes approximately two to three business days for the government to process the financial aid 
form. Applicants should remember this timetable and apply early. Income amounts on the form 
must be accurate as reported to the IRS. If chosen for verificatio n, a student must submit all 
documents requested by the financial aid office before final approval of federal student aid is 
completed.  

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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A master promissory note (MPN) and entrance counseling are required by all students who are 
looking to receive loans through the FAFSA process. To be considered eligible for the loans estimated 
by the Office of Financial Aid, both documents must be completed electronically at studentaid.gov . 
Applicants should  allow one to two business days for the government to process the form. The 
document will require the same school code assigned to ACU (007113).  
 
It is the studentɄs responsibility to notify his or her Enrollment Management Specialist (EMS) if any 
of the following information changes , as it could affect the studentɄs overall financial aid package: 

¶ Change in marital status  
¶ Birth of a child  
¶ Receipt of any scholarships outside of Arizona Christian University  
¶ Major changes of income  
¶ Change in household size  
¶ Additional benefits outside of ACU (military benefit, employer benefits)  

 
Arizona Christian University staff cannot advise a student/parent on how to answer specific 
questions on any of the above stated federal documents. Staff can answer general questions but 
will not be able to advise on specific answers. If there have been dr astic changes to the household 
information in the last six months, the student or parent should contact the assigned Enrollment 
Management Specialist for future options.  
 
Types of Federal Aid 
 
Grants:  
 
¶ Federal Pell Grant Program  

This program provides need -based grants to eligible undergraduate students who display 
exceptional financial need and have not earned a bachelorɄs, graduate, or professional 
degree. (However, a student enrolled in a post -baccalaureate teacher certification  program 
might receive a Federal Pell Grant.) Students must apply for financial aid by completing the 
FAFSA at studentaid.gov/h/apply -for -aid/fafsa . The maximum Pell Grant award is currently 
$7,395 for the 202 5-26 award year (July 1 , 2025, to June 30, 2026) The amount of Pell Grant a 
student is eligible for is 600% over the course of his or her lifetime. ThatɄs equal to a 100% 
Pell Grant each year for six years. Pell Grant awards can change from year to year based on 
the Department of Education annual budget review.  

 
¶ Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)  

This program provides need -based grants to eligible undergraduates. At Arizona Christian 
University, eligible students can receive up to $1,000 a year. To qualify, students must apply 
for financial aid by completing the FAFSA at studentaid.gov/h/apply -for -aid/fafsa . FSEOG 
funds are determined by the Department of Education and are not guaranteed year over 
year. FSEOG is awarded on a first come, first serve basis.  
 

¶ Federal TEACH Grant 
This program provides up to $4,000 per year to students enrolled as an undergraduate, post -
baccalaureate student in a post -secondary institution. Students must commit to teaching  at 

https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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least four academic years within eight years of ceasing enrollment at the institution where  
they received the TEACH grant . If a student receives a TEACH grant at one institution and 
transfers to another institution and enrolls in a TEACH grant eligible program , it would be 
eight years of ceasing enrollment at the new institution. The student must teach in a high -
need field for a school or educational service agency serving low -income students. If the 
student does not meet the TEACH grant obligation, the TEA CH grant funds are treated as a 
Direct Unsubsidized Loan and must be repaid. This will cause interest to be charged from 
the date of each TEACH grant disbursement and can impact the student Ʉs aggregate loan 
limits.  A minimum 3.25 GPA is required each semester to maintain the TEACH grant. Each 
year to request the TEACH grant, students must complete the Agreement to Serve (ATS) and 
TEACH grant counseling , which may be found at studentaid.gov/teach -grant -program . 
 

¶ Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant  
A student may be eligible to receive the Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant if the following 
conditions are met:  

o he or she is not eligible for a Federal Pell Grant on the basis of his or her Expected 
Family Contribution, but meets the remaining  Federal Pell Grant eligibility 
requirements;  

o his or her parent or guardian was a member of the U.S. armed forces and died as a 
result of military service performed in Iraq or Afghanistan after the events of 9/11;  

o and the student was under 24 years of age or enrolled in college at least part -time 
at the time of his or her parentɄs or guardianɄs death. 

 

Loans: 
 
¶ Federal William D Ford Subsidized/Unsubsidized Direct Loan  

Low-interest  student loans are available to students who apply for financial aid by 
completing the FAFSA at studentaid.gov/h/apply -for -aid/fafsa . Students can borrow 
between  $5,500 to $12,500 per year in direct subsidized loans and direct unsubsidized loans 
based on predetermined requirements set forth by the Department of Education. Factors 
can include , but are not limited to , grade level in school, dependency status, previous loan 
history , and the number of credits remaining in the program.  

 

Annual Loan Limits   
Base Loan 
Dependent 
Sub/Unsub  

Total Loan 
Amount 

Dependent  

Additional Loan 
Independent 

Unsub  

Total Loan 
Amount 

Independent  

Freshman - 0-27 credits  $3500/$2000  $5,500 $4,000 $9,500 

Sophomore - 28-59 credits  $4500/$2000  $6,500 $4,000 $10,500 

Junior - 60-89 credits  $5500/$2000  $7,500 $5,000 $12,500 

Senior - 90+ credits  $5500/$2000  $7,500 $5,000 $12,500 

Graduate    $20,500 $20,500 
 

Loans may be subsidized (the loan will not accrue interest while a student is in school at 
least half -time) or unsubsidized (loan will immediately begin to accrue interest and will 
continue until the loan is paid in full) and are awarded depending on finan cial need. 

https://studentaid.gov/teach-grant-program
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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Additional funds are available to all students but will require additional applications.  
Subsidized loans are only offered to undergraduate level students.  
 

¶ Federal Parent PLUS Loan 
Fixed-interest loans are available to parents of dependent students. A PLUS loan is a credit -
based loan and requires a separate application, master promissory note, annual loan 
acknowledgment, and credit counseling completed by the parent. Payments can be deferred 
while the student is enrolled at least half -time. The loan will be in the parentɄs name and is 
the parentɄs responsibility to pay back. (If a parent is not eligible for the PLUS loan, the 
student becomes eligible for an additional $4,000 to $5000 in his or her direct unsubsidized 
loan.)  
 

¶ Direct PLUS Loan (Graduate)  
Fixed-interest loans are available to graduate or professional level students enrolled at least 
half -time in a program leading to a graduate or professional level degree or certificate. The 
Direct Plus loan is a credit -based loan and requires a separate lo an application, master 
promissory note , and entrance counseling.  

 
Work Study:  
 
¶ Federal Work Study Employment (FWS)  

Many opportunities exist for employment in the Phoenix metropolitan area. Businesses near 
the campus have often been a source of jobs for Arizona Christian University students. 
Opportunities for employment by the university are provided under the Federal W ork Study 
program. In order to qualify, students must demonstrate financial need and show academic 
promise sufficient to maintain good standing. Enrolled students may be restricted in the 
total number of hours per week they are authorized to work. The limi tations are determined 
based on the position the student is approved for and the requirements set forth by the 
supervising manager. Positions available at Arizona Christian University are limited and 
require an application and interview. 2 
 

ARIZONA STATE AID PROGRAMS  
 
Arizona Teacher Student Loan Program  

 
The Arizona Teacher Student Loan Program is a need -based , forgivable loan designed to financially 
support and encourage private college students who are Arizona residents to become teachers in 
an Arizona public school. Interested students must enter into an agreement to teach in an Arizona 
public school for ever y year loan funding is received.  
 
The agreement also includes eligibility requirements, conditions for program participation, service 
obligations , and repayment obligations. Students must be an Arizona resident, a citizen or legal 
resident of the United States , or otherwise lawfully present in the United States ; be admitted and 
enrolled as an undergraduate, graduate , or post -baccalaureate student ; and complete the FAFSA 
each year.  

 
2 Adapted and used with permission from the U.S. Department of Education granted on June 22, 2016.  
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To qualify , students m ust meet the following requirements : 

¶ An Arizona resident . 
¶ A citizen or legal resident of the U.S. or otherwise lawfully present in the U.S.  
¶ Admitted and enrolled as an undergraduate, graduate , or post -baccalaureate student at a 

qualifying post -secondary institution . 
¶ File a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)  each year enrolled in the Arizona 

Teacher Student Loan program.  
¶ Sign a student agreement that requires the student to meet eligibility requirements for the 

program and specifies continuing eligibility terms, post -graduation or post -certification 
service obligations , and repayment obligations if the  student fails to meet eligibility 
requirements for service obligations.  

¶ Loan recipients have a grace period of 12 months after graduation or earning their 
teaching credential to begin teaching. (Deferment is possible if the recipient of the loan is 
temporarily unable to work; is called to active military duty; is enrolled in a  graduate 
degree program that requires delaying the teaching requirement; or is unable to fulfill the 
teaching requirement due to circumstances beyond his or her  control.)  

 
SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
Scholarship Eligibility  
All scholarship eligibility (ACUɄs institutional aid) is dependent upon completion of the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) . 
 
Every year, Arizona Christian University will award scholarships to qualified students. Detailed 
information on scholarship aid is available on the ACU website . All scholarships are awarded on the 
assumption that the individual will be accepted to ACU and enroll as a full -time student at the 
university.  
 
Most scholarships are automatically renewed as long as renewal criteria are met. Scholarships are 
normally divided evenly between the fall and spring semesters.  
 
Scholarships are awarded with  the understanding that a student will complete the semester for 
which the award is received. A student must be in good standing and meet  ACUɄs academic 
standards in order to receive a scholarship. Scholarship eligibility is reviewed annually at the end of 
the spring semester. Students are required to maintain their full -time  status and meet the minimum 
cumulative GPA published for the awards they receive. Failure to meet these criteria could result in 
the loss of the scholarshi p. A student does have the ability to appeal the loss of a scholarship. 
Appeals should be submitted through the studentɄs Enrollment Management Specialist. Please see 
details listed under the Academic Scholarship Appeal  section of this catalog.  
 
A studentɄs institutional aid (e.g., merit-based scholarships, music scholarships, or athletic 
scholarships) may not exceed the cost of actual tuition and is not adjusted based on tuition changes. 
In some cases, scholarships can be prorated (see the Renewal Policy  section of this catalog).  
 
A studentɄs combined total of all awards, both institutional and external (i.e., scholarships, grants, 
and loans) may not exceed the designated cost of attendance of his or her program. If the combined 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/financial-aid/types/scholarships/
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total of all financial assistance exceeds the designated cost of attendance, then the award with the 
highest interest rate will be reduced. If ACU does not have room and board available and/or a 
student successfully petitions out of ACUɄs room and board, the cost of attendance is adjusted; 
however, the same principle applies. The combined total of all awards cannot exceed the cost of 
attendance set forth by Arizona Christian University.  
 
Federal aid, state aid, and outside grants will be applied after ACU institutional scholarships. Arizona 
Christian University will apply funding in the following order:  
¶ ACU Institutional Aid  
¶ Outside scholarship(s)  
¶ State Grant(s)  
¶ Federal Grant(s)  
¶ Subsidized Loan  
¶ Unsubsidized Loan  
¶ PLUS Loan 
¶ Alternative Loan(s)  

 
Additional information on current scholarships, grants, and loans may be found on the ACU financial 
aid website , as well as information about financial aid policies pertaining to class attendance, 
recalculation of awards, and repayment of funds.  
 
Private Scholarships 
ACU accepts outside scholarships. It is incumbent on the student to research, find, and apply for 
scholarships from outside sources. Find out more here about  finding and applying for scholarships . 
Students should also be careful to avoid scholarship scams  and  should  not  pay a fee to  search  for  
or  apply  for  scholarships . 
 
Institutional Scholarships 
All Arizona Christian University scholarships require students to be enrolled full -time  and maintain 
a minimum renewable GPA. The amount and number of scholarships awarded for the institutional 
scholarships listed below are subject to change and are published on the ACU website at 
www.arizonachristian.edu/financial -aid/types/scholarships . 
 
MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS 
A description of and minimum requirements for applying for institutional scholarships can be found 
on the ACU website at www.arizonachristian.edu/financial -aid/types/scholarships . Student athletes 
are awarded institutional scholarships through the athletic department and are therefore not 
eligible for additional merit scholarships.  
 
¶ Academic Scholarships for First -Time Freshmen  
¶ Academic Scholarships for Transfer Students  
¶ Faith and Service Scholarships  
¶ Church Matching  
¶ Christian Schools Coalition Scholarship Program  
¶ Homeschool Scholarship  
¶ Performing Arts Scholarships  

 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-financial-services/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-financial-services/
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/scholarships
https://studentaid.gov/resources/scams
http://www.arizonachristian.edu/financial-aid/types/scholarship
http://www.arizonachristian.edu/financial-aid/types/scholarship
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STUDENT ATHLETE INSTITUTIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
A student athleteɄs full institutional scholarship package is determined by the athletic department. 
Athletic scholarships are intended to encompass all aspects of the athlete - spiritual, academic, and 
athletic ȿ and they cannot be stacked with other inst itutional aid. The student athlete will be offered 
a scholarship based on an evaluation of the following:  
 
¶ Achievements in the classroom  
¶ Assessment of his/her contribution to the team  
¶ Leadership qualities aligning with the university mission  
 

RENEWAL POLICY 
Institutional scholarships may be renewed if the appropriate Arizona Christian University GPA is 
maintained while in attendance at the university and the student remains in good standing.   

  
¶ Students may only renew scholarships at the level (dollar amount) awarded upon entrance 

to the university. The scholarship may be removed if the appropriate GPA is not maintained.  
¶ A student must remain in a full -time status to maintain his or her scholarship (minimum of 

12 credits per semester). If a student reduces his or her  status to less than full time, the 
scholarship will be prorated based on the student enrollment status during the necessary 
term. Prorations will be calculated as follows: total credits enrolled  /  12 = percent of 
scholarship. ACU will round to the whole number.  

¶ A student will be required to complete all spiritual formation hours for each semester 
enrolled at Arizona Christian University (unless granted a spiritual formation waiver). Please 
see the Student Handbook  for additional information.  

¶ Recipients of the PresidentɄs, ProvostɄs, and DeanɄs Scholarships are required to live on 
campus for the entirety of their program at Arizona Christian University.  

¶ The GPA renewal requirement differs, depending on scholarship types. Students must 
achieve a cumulative GPA at the renewal level at the conclusion of each spring semester to 
automatically receive their scholarship the next school year. GPAs are not rounded  up but 
must minimally be at the required level. For example, 2.99 is not rounded up to 3.00.   

¶ Scholarship renewal requirements are reviewed at the conclusion of each spring semester 
only after all spring grades have been posted. To ensure that all completed spring grades 
are taken into consideration, this process may not occur until later into the summer. If a 
scholarship is removed, a new financial aid award letter will be provided to the student along 
with a notification of his or her next steps.   

¶ Renewal levels can be found by clicking:  
www.arizonachristian.edu/financial -aid/types/scholarships . 
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/studentportal/
http://www.arizonachristian.edu/financial-aid/types/scholarships
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/financial-aid/types/scholarships/
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ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP APPEAL  
Every student will have the opportunity to appeal the loss of a scholarship.  
 
¶ A student has 30 days from the date of the initial email notification that a scholarship is 

removed due to not meeting requirements set forth by the university.   
¶ Students must complete an ACU Scholarship Appeal form and provide an explanation for 

the exception.  
¶ All appeals will be reviewed by the ACU Scholarship Committee.  
¶ The student will be notified in writing of the committee decision.   

 

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP DISCRETION 
All scholarships awarded at ACU and their renewal requirements are at the discretion of ACU's 
Associate Provost  of Enrollment  Management or his or her  designee. The process outlined in this 
catalog may be adjusted on a case -by-case basis, and various factors such as academic 
performance, leadership qualities, extracurricular involvement, and community engagement 
may be considered to waive or alter the conditions of a scholarship offer or renewal requirement.  
 
All student  athlete institutional scholarships awarded at ACU and their renewal requirements are 
at the discretion of ACU's athletic director or his or her  designee. The process outlined in this 
catalog may be adjusted on a case -by-case basis, and various factors such as academic 
performance, leadership qualities, extracurricular involvement, and community engagement 
may be considered to waive or alter the conditions of a scholarship offer or renewal requirement.  
 
VETERAN AFFAIRS BENEFITS  
 
Arizona Christian University complies with Title 38 United States Code, Section 3679 , and is 
approved for certain programs for the training of veterans and eligible dependents under the 
following VA educational programs:  
 
¶ Montgomery GI Bill (Chapter 30)  
¶ Veteran Readiness and Employment (Chapter 31)  
¶ Post 9/11 GI Bill (Chapter 33)  
¶ VA Survivors and Dependents Educational Assistance (Chapter 35)  
¶ Montgomery GI Bill ȿ Selected Reserve (Chapter 1606)  

 
Those interested in a VA approved program, may visit www.va.gov/education/eligibility/  for more 
information about eligibility requirements , benefits , and how to apply. Alternatively, veterans may 
contact their local veteranɄs administration office or call the VA directly at 1-888-442-4551. 
 

http://www.va.gov/education/eligibility/
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The following degree programs at ACU have been approved for Veterans Education Benefits:  
 

Certificates  Associates  Bachelors  Masters  

Biblical Studies  AA Biblical Studies  
BA Biblical and Theological 
Studies  GC Elementary Education  

Business 
Administration  

AS Early Childhood 
Education  BS Business Administration  GC Secondary Education  

 AA General Studies  BA Child Development  MA Education  

    BA Communication  
MS Marriage and Family 
Therapy  

  BA English  
    BA Family Studies   

    
BA/BS Interdisciplinary 
Studies    

    
BS Organizational 
Leadership    

    BA Political Science    
    BS Sport Management    
  BS Biology  
    BS Christian Ministries    
    BS Elementary Education    
    BS Music   
    BS Psychology   
    BS Secondary Education    

 

Upon VA approval, the student will receive a Certificate of Eligibility that outlines his or her  eligible 
VA benefit program and the duration of benefits remaining. For the university  to certify VA benefits, 
the following must be on file:  
 
¶ Official Transcripts  from all prior institutions including military training, college coursework, 

and vocational training. The university will need to evaluate all previous education and 
training as required in (38CFR 21.4253(d) (3)) Prior Education and Training and according  to 
ACUɄs t ransfer credit policy.  

¶ Certificate of Eligibility : Alternatively, students may provide their Statement of Benefits , 
located on the VAɄs eBenefits website: https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/manage . 

¶ VA Approved ACU Degree/Program Plan  
¶ ACU Class Schedule 
¶ ACU Account Statement  

 
Under Title 38 United States Code Section 3679, covered individuals (i.e., any individual who is 
entitled to educational assistance under Chapter 31, Vocational Readiness and Employment, or 
Chapter 33, Post 9/11 GI Bill® benefits) can attend or participate  in their education during the period 
beginning on the date on which the individual provides to the educational institution a certificate of 
eligibility (or a Statement of Benefits or VA form 28 -1905 for Chapter 31) and ending earlier on the 
following date s: 
 

1. The date on which payment from VA is made to the Institution.  
2. Ninety (90) days after the date the institution certified tuition and fees following the 

receipt of  the certificate of eligibility.  

https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/manage
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A studentɄs account will not be considered delinquent due to the delayed disbursement funding 
from the VA under Chapter 31 or 33.  
 
Upon receipt of the above -mentioned documentation, the VA will be certified as outlined below:  
 

1. Enrollment Certification : Enrollment will be reported to  the  VA at least 30 days prior to the 
start of the term.  

2. Tuition and Fees (Chapter 33 Only) : Tuition and fees will be reported to the VA after 
end/drop. Tuition and fees will be reported , less any applicable scholarships for that term . 
(Title IV funding will not be deducted).  

3. Tungsten  (Chapter 30 Only):  After add/drop, tuition and fees will be invoiced through 
Tungsten with an approved Purchase Order (PO) received by the studentɄs VA counselor.  

4. Term Completion  (* Please see note below):  Upon completing the term, grades will be 
reviewed to ensure the student received all punitive grades* and received earned F grades*. 
Any non -punitive grade or unearned F received will require an amendment to that termɄs 
certification. According to the VAɄs discretion, this could potentially result in a debt, where 
the school would be required to return funding (or a portion of funding) for the applicable 
course, resulting in a balance for that term with ACU.  

 
*Please note the following:  
 
Non -Punitive Grades:  The VA requires that schools amend a studentɄs VA certification to report non-
punitive grades, that is grades that do not count as earned credit and arenɄt considered in academic 
progress criteria (SAP). This includes withdrawals after the add/drop period , and ACU will , therefore, 
amend a studentɄs VA certification for the applicable term, reporting an Effective Date as their Last 
Date of Academic Related Activity for any course in which a student received a ɇW.Ɉ 
 
Earned and Unearned F Grades:  The VA considers attendance to be an important criterion to 
determine eligibility for benefits. For this reason, students are expected to attend through the end 
of the course , and for this reason, ACU will audit all F -grades to identify whether the F -grade is 
considered an ɇearned FɈ or an ɇunearned F,Ɉ defined as the following: 
 
¶ Earned F: The student attended the course through the end of the term but did not earn 

enough credit to receive a passing grade.  
¶ Unearned F:  The student cease d to attend prior to the end of the term.  

 
If ACU determines the student received an ɇunearned F,Ɉ the studentɄs VA certification will be 
amended for that term, where the Effective Date will be reported as his or her  Last Date of Academic 
Related Activity.  
 
Potential Debt:  Based on the above -mentioned VA certification amendments, the VA will determine 
whether the school will be required to return a portion of VA funding for the applicable term , and 
any debt generated will result in a balance owed to ACU that the student will be liable to pay.  
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ACTIVE MILITARY TUITION  ASSISTANCE (TA) 
 
Arizona Christian University is authorized to receive Military Tuition Assistance as approved by the 
Department of Defense. Active service members may apply for those benefits on their respective 
military division websites.  

 

Refund of Military Tuition Assistance (TA)  
Military Tuition Assistance is awarded to a student under the assumption that the student will 
attend school for the entire period of enrollment for which the assistance is awarded.   
 
When a student withdraws, the student may no longer be eligible for the full amount of TA funds 
originally awarded. To comply with the new Department of Defense policy, Arizona Christian 
University will return any unearned TA funds on a proportional basis through at least the 60% 
portion of the period for which the funds were provided. TA funds are earned proportionally during 
an enrollment period, with unearned funds returned based upon when a student stops attending.   
 
Calculation:  When a student officially withdraws from a course, the date of withdrawal will be used 
as the last date of attendance. If a student stops attending without officially withdrawing, Arizona 
Christian University will determine the last date of attendance bas ed on information received from 
faculty. The amount returned will be the difference between the amount of TA disbursed and the 
amount earned. The earned amount of TA is based on the percentage of the calendar days 
completed divided by the total calendar da ys in the enrollment period.  

 
If a service member stops attending due to a military service obligation, and the service member 
notifies the university  of his or her obligation, Arizona Christian University will work with the affected 
service member to identify solutions that will not result in a student debt for the returned portion.  
 

PRIVATE LOANS  
 
Students can pursue alternative loans to help finance their education. Securing these loans is based 
on previous credit history and may require a co -signer. All private lenders require a separate loan 
application, and eligibility for the loan is based on t heir set -forth requirements. Student s must apply 
directly through the lender of his or her choice.  
 
Refund of Private Loans 
Private loans are only adjusted upon the request of the student. Returning excess funds remains 
the responsibility of the student.  
 

Types of Withdraw als 
 
Official Withdrawal 
When a student wishes to withdraw from the institution, the student must notify the institution of 
the intent to withdraw. The withdrawal date used in the return to Title IV calculation will be the date 
the student notifies the university of the intent to withdraw.  
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Unofficial Withdrawal 
Students who do not notify the institution of their intent to withdraw are considered unofficial 
withdrawals. The return to Title IV calculation will be processed as an unofficial withdrawal. The 
financial aid office will determine the withdrawal date acco rding to the most recent Department of 
Education regulations for non -attendance taking institutions.  ACU is a non-attendance taking 
institution according to the Department of Education definitions.  
 

Return of Aid Policy  
 
The Return of Aid policy is defined by the Department of Education regulations for non -attendance 
taking institutions. Any student who is officially withdrawn from ACU will have his or her aid package 
reviewed for the percentage of funding earned based on the rules and regulations set forth by the 
Department of Education. The student must contact his or her Enrollment Management Specialist 
(EMS) to initiate a withdrawal. This contact may be in the form of a phone call, electronic submission, 
in -person meeti ng, or someone else authorized to act on the studentɄs behalf.  
 
Upon completion of the withdrawal, the Office of Financial Aid will review the studentɄs account to 
determine if a return of aid is required. Students are required to meet with their assigned EMS to 
discuss any outstanding financial obligations.  
 
Federal Return to Title IV Policy:  A percentage of Federal aid must be returned to the Title IV 
program(s) if a student withdraws on or before completing 60% of the semester and/or payment 
period. The percentage of Title IV aid to be returned is equal to the number of calendar days 
remaini ng in the semester/payment period divided by the number of calendar days attended by the 
student in the semester/payment period. Scheduled breaks of more than five consecutive days are 
excluded.  
 
The calculation of the return of these funds may result in the student owing a balance to ACU and/or 
the Department of Education. It is the studentɄs responsibility to officially withdraw from all classes. 
After the 60% point in the payment period, a student has earned 100% of federal aid.  
 
Students who are no longer attending at least six credit hours at the time loan funds are scheduled 
to be disbursed, are not eligible to receive those funds. The loan will be canceled, and all loan funds 
returned to the Department of Education.  
 
* Note: If prior to withdrawing, funds were released to a student because of a credit balance on the 
student's account, the student may be required to pay a balance to the university upon withdrawal.  
 
Post-Withdrawal Disbursements:  If a student receives less Federal financial aid than the amount 
earned, the student could be eligible for a post -withdrawal disbursement  (PWD). Any PWD due must 
meet the current required conditions for a late disbursement. If the student is eligible, the PWD 
must be made within 180 days from the date the university determined the student withdrew.  
 



 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  57 

 

Institutional Charges Refund Policy  
 
REFUND OF TUITION  
 
Tuition refunds for students who officially reduce their course load or withdraw from ACU will be 
issued according to the add/drop or withdrawal procedures specified in this catalog. The amount of 
the tuition refund for a withdrawal from ACU is based on th e studentɄs effective withdrawal date. 
Any tuition refund for reduction in course load is determined by the add/drop dates on the 
Academic Calendar . 
 
Customer payments to student accounts which result in a credit balance will be refunded ten (10) 
business days after a request has been received in writing. Refund requests will not be processed 
until a credit balance appears on the studentɄs monthly statement.  
 
Students who withdraw on or before the add/drop dates may receive a 100% refund of tuition. No 
tuition refunds will be granted after the add/drop date. Deadlines for withdrawals or course 
add/drop dates are published yearly in the Academic Calendar  on the ACU website.  
 
REFUND OF FEES  
 
All fees, except fees associated with courses, are non -refundable. Music fees for applied lessons are 
refunded based upon the number of lessons scheduled. Fees associated with courses (lab fees, etc.) 
may be refunded if the class is dropped before the add/ drop deadline.  
 
REFUND OF HOUSING AND FOOD (ROOM AND BOARD)  
 
Resident housing and food rates are based upon an entire academic year, commencing on the 
official move -in and ending on the official move -out dates. The student is required to fulfill his or 
her financial obligations as agreed to in the room and board agreement, even if the st udent 
physically moves off campus. The amount of the resident housing and food refund, if any, is based 
upon the date listed on the residentɄs official checkout form, up to and including the add/drop date, 
and is calculated on a daily  use, pro rata basis.  
 
Commuter meal plans are fully refundable during the drop/add period.  
 
REFUND OF INSTITUTIONAL AID  
 
In most cases, institutional aid (institutional scholarships  and  grants) is reduced when a student 
withdraws on or before the last Friday of the second week of the semester. Institutional aid is 
reduced by the same percentage of tuition refund. For example, if a student has a $1,000 scholarship 
for the semester and wit hdraws within the first two weeks of the semester, the institutional award 
would be eliminated along with tuition charges. If a student withdraws after the second week of the 
semester, the stu dent is accountable for 100% of the tuition charges. The full institutional aid will 
be credited to the tuition charges. Whenever a studentɄs total aid package exceeds the cost of 
education, the Financial Aid Office will adjust or reduce institutional aid. 
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
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Refund of Outside Aid  
 

Outside Aid:  Outside organizations providing financial aid are contacted when a student withdraws 
and receives a tuition refund that produces a credit on the student account. The organization can 
decide if any of the aid must be returned to them. Some organizations sp ecify beforehand the terms 
of their scholarship if a student withdraws.  
 
Unless requested, outside aid sources are not contacted when the withdrawal occurs after the  eight -
week refund period.  
 
State Aid:  All state  aid must be returned if a student does not complete the term in which the student 
is enrolled.  
 
WITHDRAWAL AND RETURN OF TITLE IV FUNDS (R2T4) POLICY  
 
The Return of Title IV policy is to establish the processes for returning federal funds for students 
who completely withdraw from the institution and/or withdraw from all courses in a given period of 
enrollment. As defined by the U.S. Department of Educati on, these students must have a Return of 
Title IV (R2T4) calculation performed to determine the percentage of aid earned based on the 
amount of time the student was enrolled during his or her payment period.  
 
Federal financial aid (Title IV aid) is awarded under the assumption that a student will complete 
attendance for the entire period of enrollment for which aid was awarded. When a student 
withdraws from all courses, regardless of the reason, the student may no longer be eligi ble for the 
full amount of the federal financial aid originally awarded.  Instead, the student will only be eligible 
to keep the ɇearnedɈ portion of the federal financial aid the student received for that term 
(semester).  
 
Therefore, students who receive federal financial aid and who do not remain in attendance through 
the end of the payment period could be responsible for repaying a portion of the financial aid 
originally received. Federal regulations require a recalculation of financial aid eligibility if a student:  
 
¶ Completely withdraws from all classes.  
¶ Stops attending before the  payment period end s. 
¶ Does not complete all parts of the term in which the student enrolled as of the start date of 

the period of enrollment/payment period.  
 
Note:  ACUɄs institutional refund policy is separate from the federal R2T4 regulation to return 
unearned aid.  
 
R2T4 Exemptions  
There are three (3) exemptions enacted by the Department of Education that exempt a student from 
the Return of Title IV calculation process. The September 2, 2020, final rule amended the R2T4 
regulations in 34 CFR §668.22 in several areas. The following exemption applies to students at ACU.  
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A student is not considered to have withdrawn if the student:  
 
¶ Completed the program of study (applies to ALL students).  

A student who completes all the requirements for graduation for his or her program before 
completing the scheduled days in the period is not considered to have withdrawn.  

 
If a student meets any of the R2T4 exemptions, the student is considered a ɄcompleterɅ and is not 
considered withdrawn for Title IV purposes.  
 
R2T4 Calculation 
Students who receive federal financial aid must remain in their registered classes to ɇearnɈ the aid 
they originally received. The amount of federal aid earned is based on a prorated formula. Students 
who withdraw, or do not complete all classes in which t hey were enrolled, may be required to return 
some of the aid originally awarded to the student. Institutions, in accordance with 34 CFR §668.22, 
are required to determine the percentage of federal aid ɇearnedɈ and return the ɇunearnedɈ portion 
to the appro priate federal aid programs.  
 
The following explains the formula used to determine the percentage of unearned aid to be 
returned to the federal government:  
 
¶ Number of days completed up to the withdrawal date / the total number of calendar days in 

the semester/payment period. (Scheduled breaks of five (5) days or more are not included 
in the total days in the period of enrollment).  

 
If the Office of Financial Aid is required to complete a R2T4 IV calculation, the university  has 30 days 
to complete the review of all federal aid and send notification for authorization to make a PWD of 
Direct Loan funds. Any refund of unearned funds must be sent back to the Department of Education 
within 45 days from the date the university  determined that the student withdrew . 
 
When calculating the percentage the student completed in the payment period , if the  student 
attended more than 60% of the payment period , the student is considered to have earned 100% of 
the Title IV funds.  
 
Students Enrolled in Parts of Term  
For students that may be enrolled in multiple parts of terms, ACU combines all courses to form a 
payment period. The R2T4 is calculated based on the parts of terms within the payment period. A 
student is considered withdrawn if the student does not complet e all the days in the payment period 
that the student was scheduled to complete.  
 
For example, if a student is enrolled in a Fall I course (6 credits) and a Fall II course (6 credits), the 
studentɄs payment period is from the date Fall I started to the last date of Fall II. If the student 
completes Fall I and does not attend the Fall II  course, the student will be considered a complete 
withdrawal. ACU will track enrollment in each part of the term to determine if the student began 
enrollment in all scheduled courses.  
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If a student withdraws from a course in a later part of the term while still attending a current part of 
term , the student is not considered as withdrawn based on not attending the later part of term. 
However, a recalculation of aid based on the change in enrollment status may be required.  
 
A student is not considered to have withdrawn if the student  provides written confirmation at the 
time that he or she  would have otherwise been withdrawn that states that he or she will resume 
attendance within 60 calendar days after he or she ceased attendance.  
 
NOTE: Written confirmation of a later class is required; registration alone does not meet the requirement. 
If the student does not provide written confirmation of plans to return to the university later in the 
payment period or term, ACU considers the stud ent to have withdrawn and begins the R2T4 process. 
However, if the student does return in the same term, even if he or she did not provide written 
confirmation of plans to do so, the student is not considered to have withdrawn and is eligible to receive 
the Title IV funds for which the student was eligible before ceasing attendance.  
 
Earned vs. ¦ƴŜŀǊƴŜŘ CΩǎ ŦƻǊ Title IV Purposes 
The Financial Aid Office receives a report compiled by the Registrar at the end of every term that 
reports students who  received a failing grade in all enrolled courses . This report is evaluated to 
determine if a return to Title IV calculation is required. The Financial Aid Office uses the studentɄs 
last activity date recorded by the instructor in the universityɄs learning management system (LMS) 
and/or student information system (SIS) to determine if the student has completed more than 60% 
of his or her  courses. If the student did not complete at least 60% of the courses , the F grades are 
not earned , and a return to Title IV calculation is required.  
 
Order of Return to Federal Aid Programs 
ACU must return Title IV funds to the financial aid programs from which the student received aid 
during the payment period/semester, in the following order, up to the net amount disbursed from 
each source:  
 

1. Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan  
2. Federal Direct Subsidized Loan  
3. Federal Direct PLUS Loan  
4. Federal Pell Grant  
5. Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grants  
6. Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)  
7. Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant  

 
Loan Repayment Information 
The loan grace period begins on the withdrawal date from the institution or when a student ceases 
to be enrolled at least half -time. If the student does not re -enroll as a half -time student within six 
(6) months of withdrawal, or enrolls at less than half -time, the loan(s) enters repayment. The 
promissory note signed by the borrower outlines the repayment obligations. The student should 
contact his or her loan servicer to make repayment arrangements.  
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Post-Withdrawal Disbursement (PWD) 
A post -withdrawal disbursement (PWD) may be required if the total amount of the Title IV aid earned 
as of the withdrawal date is more than the amount that was disbursed to the student (e.g., in the 
case where a student withdraws prior to the first disbursement date of the te rm).  
 
To be eligible to receive a PWD, a student must have a complete financial aid file (verification 
completed and all tracking requirements satisfied) and meet all eligibility requirements.  
 
¶ Grants from a PWD may be credited to the studentɄs school account without obtaining 

student permission; however, it may only be credited for tuition, fees, and room and board 
(if the student contracts with the school) or disbursed directly to the student. ACU must 
obtain the studentɄs authorization to credit a studentɄs school account for charges other 
than current charges.  

 
¶ The university must obtain confirmation from the student, or from a parent, for a Direct 

Parent PLUS Loan, before making any disbursement of loan funds. Also, for a Direct Loan, 
the institution must have originated the loan prior to the withdrawal. All ter ms of repayment 
apply as outlined in the master promissory note.  

 
Credit Balances 
Customer payments to student accounts which result in a credit balance will be refunded ten (10) 
business days after a request has been received in writing. Refund requests will not be processed 
until a credit balance appears on the studentɄs monthly statement.  
 
TITLE IV CREDIT BALANCES 
A Title IV credit balance occurs whenever the amount of Title IV funds credited to a studentɄs account 
for a payment period exceeds the amount assessed the student  for allowable charges associated 
with that payment period.  
 
If federal student aid disbursements to a studentɄs account creates a Title IV credit balance, Arizona 
Christian University will pay the credit balance directly to the student or parent as soon as possible, 
but no later than 14 days after : 
 
¶ the first day of class of a payment period if the credit balance occurred on or before that 

day, or  
¶ the balance occurred if the balance occurred after the first day of class.  

Arizona Christian University will pay a Title IV credit balance by issuing a check payable to the 
student and/or parent as applicable.  
 
PLUS CREDIT BALANCES 
The law requires that any excess PLUS Loan funds be returned to the parent. Therefore, if PLUS 
Loan funds create a credit balance, the credit balance would have to be given to the parent. 
However, the parent may authorize Arizona Christian University (in w riting) to transfer the proceeds 
of a PLUS Loan credit balance directly to the student for whom the loan is made.  
 



 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  62 

 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
(SAP) 
 
The U.S. Department of Education requires that to receive student financial aid under the programs 
authorized by Title IV of the Higher Education Act, a student must maintain Satisfactory Academic 
Progress (Fin Aid SAP) in the course of study being pursued  according to the standards and practices 
of the institution in which the student is enrolled.  
 
The Title IV programs administered by the university are Federal Pell Grant , Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant , TEACH Grant, Federal Work -Study , Federal Direct Loan (subsidized 
and/or unsubsidized ), and Federal Direct Parent PLUS Loan . The Financial Aid Office monitors 
students for compliance with the three  SAP standards: Qualitative , Pace, and Maximum Timeframe .  
 
Traditional students  are reviewed at the end of every semester . 
 
Non -Traditional (Online) Students  are reviewed at the end of every payment period.  Payment 
period(s) consists of 12 completed credit hours  for undergraduates . 
 
Failure to meet these standards may result in the loss of federal financial aid eligibility.  
 
Note: These standards apply to federal financial aid and do not necessarily reflect the cumulative grade 
point average (GPA) or units required to maintain scholarships, advance grade levels, or maintain 
enrollment in the university.  
 
Standards 
 

Qualitative : Students must successfully meet the minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 . The 
following grades do not count toward the GPA:  

ω Incomplete  
ω Withdrawn  
ω Transfer credits  
ω Remedial/developmental  

 
Pace: Students must successfully complete 66.7% of the cumulative units attempted. Pace = 
Cumulative number of credits successfully completed / Cumulative number of credits 
attempted.  

The following courses do not count as attempted or completed units in the SAP calculation:  

ω Audit  
ω Credit by exam  
ω Non -credit remedial  
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The following courses count as attempted  but do not count as completed  units in the SAP 
calculation:  

ω Incomplete  
ω Failed  
ω Withdrawn  
ω More than one repeat of any previously passed course  

 
Maximum Timeframe : Students attending ACU must be making progress toward a degree. 
The federal government defines the maximum timeframe as 150% of the studentɄs 
programɄs published length, as measured in credit hours. For example, a typical 
undergraduate degree requires 12 0 credits, which would result in a maximum timeframe of 
180 credit hours (120*150%). An accumulation of excess units results in not meeting 
timeframe standards. The following is an example of how an undergraduate student does 
not meet time frame standards:  

 

In this example, the student, whose program requires 120 units for  graduation, has 
accumulated 190 units, thus exceeding the 150% maximum timeframe.  

Degree credit requirements  150% Cumulative  SAP Status 

120 180 190 Does Not Meet  

 
Federal Financial Aid SAP Status 
 

Federal Financial Aid ɇSatisfactoryɈ Status: The student has met all the SAP standards.  
 
Federal Financial Aid ɇWarningɈ Status: The first time a student does not meet SAP standards, 
the student will be placed on financial aid ɇwarning.Ɉ This means the individual is one term 
away from losing federal financial aid eligibility. The student is still eligible for federal 
financial aid .  
 
Federal Financial Aid ɇSuspensionɈ Status: If a student is on financial aid warning and does 
not meet SAP standards, the student is immediately placed on federal financial aid 
ɇsuspension.Ɉ The student will not receive federal financial aid, but this status may be 
appealed.  
 
Federal Financial Aid ɇProbationɈ Status: If a student has successfully appealed a financial 
aid suspension, the individual will be placed on federal financial aid ɇprobationɈ for one term. 
The financial appeal does not supersede any academic appeal for academic suspension. If 
the student meets the SAP standards at the end of the probation term, the SAP status will 
reset back to ɇSatisfactory.Ɉ If the student does not meet the SAP standards at the end of the 
probation term, the student will be placed back into suspension and will not receive fede ral 
financial aid.  
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Federal Financial Aid ɇOver Hours SuspensionɈ Status: If a student has exceeded the 150% 
of the maximum time frame allotted for his or her program of study, the individual will be 
placed on federal financial aid ɇover hours suspension.Ɉ  

 
Federal Financial Aid SAP Suspension Appeal Process *  
If a student loses federal financial aid eligibility because of not meeting SAP standards, the student 
may appeal to regain federal financial aid eligibility in the following way:  

 
¶ Submit a Federal Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) appeal form with 

supporting documentation.  
¶ If a student is also on academic suspension, the student must also provide a letter from 

the Director of Academic Services approving  his or her appeal for academic suspension 
and readmission.  

 
If the Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) appeal is approved, the student will be awarded federal 
financial aid for the following term and/or payment period subject to federal financial aid eligibility 
and the availability of funds.  

 
It is important to read the instructions on the SAP appeal form before documents are submitted to 
the Financial Aid Office.  

 
* Adapted and used with permission from the U.S. Department of Education granted on June 22, 2016.  
 

ARIZONA STATE AID PROGRAMS  
 

Arizona Teacher Student Loan Program (formerly Math, Science and Special 
Education Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program)  
 
The Arizona Teacher Student Loan Program is a need -based, forgivable loan designed to financially 
support and encourage college students who are Arizona residents to enter into the teaching 
profession and teach in a public school in Arizona.  
 
The maximum forgivable loan is $7,000 per academic year for up to three years excluding all grants, 
scholarships, and other tuition benefits (e.g., tribal and military). Funds can be applied toward 
tuition, instructional materials, and mandatory fees as do cumented in the studentɄs Cost of 
Attendance (COA) at his or her institution.  
 
Students must enter into an agreement with the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education 
(ACPE) to teach in an Arizona public school in a term equal to the number of years of loan received 
plus one year.  Additionally, students must sign a promissory note acknowledging the conditions of 
the loan and promising  to repay the loan plus interest if the teaching obligation is not met.  
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To be eligible to receive the Arizona Teacher Student loan, students must meet the following 
requirements:  
 

¶ Must  be a U.S. citizen  or  an eligible  noncitizen.  
¶ Must  be a resident  of  Arizona  for  at  least  the  previous  12 months  at  the  time  of  

application  completion.  
¶ Must  be enrolled  at  least  half -time  in  a baccalaureate  program  working  on  a teaching  

degree  or  an alternative  teacher  certification  program  at  a nationally  or  regionally  
accredited  private*  postsecondary  educational  institution  in  Arizona.  

¶ Must  be a junior  or  higher  (completed  at  least  55 college  credit  hours)  in  a course  of  
instruction  with  the  intent  to  attain  licensure  as a teacher  in  math,  science, or  special  
education  or  to  provide  instruction  as a teacher  in  a public  low -income  school,  public  
rural  school,  or  public  school  located  on  an Indian  reservation.  

¶ Must  be seeking  a first  baccalaureate  degree  or  an alternative  teaching  certificate.  
¶ Must  have financial  need  [Cost of  Attendance  minus  Expected  Family  Contribution  

(EFC)]. 
¶ Must  maintain  Satisfactory  Academic  Progress  as determined  by the  institution.  
¶ Must  complete  a Free Application  for  Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA). 
¶ Must  enter  into  an agreement  with  the  Arizona  Commission  for  Postsecondary  

Education  (ACPE) to  teach  in  an Arizona  public  school  in  a term  equal  to  the  number  of  
years  of  loan  received  plus  one  year.  

¶ Must  sign a promissory  note  acknowledging  the  conditions  of  the  loan  and  promising  
to  repay  the  loan  plus  7% interest  if  the  teaching  obligation  is not  met.  

¶ First  time  applicants  must  write  a 250-500 word  essay on  what  impact  they  intend  to  
make  in  the  classroom.  

 

REPEATED COURSES  
 
Students may only receive federal financial aid funding for one repeat of a previously passed course. 
There is an exception for courses that require repeats (see examples below). Students taking a 
required repeat of a course should work with the EMS to ensure those credits are count ed 
appropriately for financial aid eligibility. Please note that students may need to provide 
documentation if they would like to repeat a course previously passed to improve their overall GPA.  
 
Examples of repeated coursework that may, or may not, count for financial aid eligibility:  
 

Allowable:  Repeated coursework may be included if the student received an unsatisfactory or 
failing grade. A student is only allowed to repeat the same course 3 times per university policy; 
however, the number of repeated courses is not determined for financial aid as long as 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) standards are met.  

 
Allowable:  Repeated coursework may be included if a student needs to meet an academic 
standard for a particular previously passed course, such as a minimum grade (e.g., the student 
received a D in a course which requires a minimum grade of C).  
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Allowable:  The student is enrolled in 15 credits that include 3 credits repeating a previously 
passed course. The studentɄs financial aid eligibility is not impacted by the repeat because the 
student is enrolled in a minimum of credits that are not repeated . 

 
Not Allowable:  Student receives a D in a course which does not have a minimum grade 
requirement for the major and decides to repeat the course in order to improve GPA. The 
student may repeat this passed course one time, but if the student wants to repeat it a second 
tim e, the second repeat will not  count for financial aid eligibility. In this example, the student is 
enrolled in 12 credits, including the three credit second repeat, so only nine credits will count 
for financial aid eligibility.  

 
All repeated courses affect financial aid  SAP calculations. A repeated course, along with the original 
attempt, must be counted as attempted credits.  
 
When a student repeats a course, which may not be repeated for credit, only the highest grade 
earned in the course is used for the degree audit in determining the GPA. The grades for all courses 
taken in residence at ACU will remain on the student's perman ent record. The Incomplete (I), No 
Grade (G), Audit (AU), and Withdrawal (W) grades are not to be used as a substitute for a failing 
grade.  
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE (LOA)  
 
A leave of absence (LOA) is a temporary interruption in a studentɄs program of study during which 
the student is considered to be enrolled. An LOA cannot exceed 180 days in any 12 -month period 
and may have a serious impact on a studentɄs financial aid. An LOA request must be initiated by the 
student via email to an ACU Enrollment Management Specialist (EMS) prior to the start of class for 
that term. The LOA request must include the reason for the LOA and provide the date the student 
intends to return. Th e LOA request will be submitted to the Financial Aid Office for review. If the 
required items are not included in the LOA request, the LOA will be denied. Any requests received 
after the start of the term will be reviewed on a case -by-case basis. If the reque st is denied , a Return 
to Title IV Calculation could be required.  
 
Arizona Christian University allows for two LOAs within a rolling calendar year. Each leave can be up 
to 60 days in length. The student remains financially responsible for classes taken prior to the leave 
begin date.  
 
LOA and Direct Loans 
Direct Loans for the student during the LOA may not be disbursed (34 CFR 382604(c) (4). A student 
who has an approved LOA remains in an in -school status, and the loan will remain valid while he or 
she is on the LOA. The loan will be disbursed once the stud ent has completed the LOA. If the student 
does not return from the LOA, the university will report the last date of attendance as the approved 
start date of the LOA. Two of the possible consequences of not returning from an LOA is that the 
studentɄs grace period for a Title IV program might be exhausted and a Return to Title IV Calculation 
could be required . 
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School Charges for a Student on a LOA 
Students are considered to be continuously enrolled while on a LOA. As such, they are not assessed 
additional charges while they are on the LOA or once they return from the LOA. While students are 
not charged any additional charges in either case, they may  not also receive any additional Title IV 
monies for the period once they return.  
 
Completion of Coursework Upon Return 
The student is required to resume training at the same point in the academic program that he or 
she began the LOA. As such, a student may not take an LOA mid -term. The student will complete all 
coursework from the approved date of the LOA. Additionally, th e school must allow a student 
returning from an LOA to complete coursework he or she began prior to the LOA approval.  
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ACADEMIC INFORMATION  
 

Enrollment Status  
 
MATRICULATED STUDENT  
 
Any student who is admitted according to admission standards to Arizona Christian University  and 
registers for classes  is considered to be  a matriculated student. These students are expected to be 
pursuing a degree or certificate program. Full or part -time students may be considered 
matriculated.  
 
FULL -TIME STUDENT  
 
An undergraduate student who is enrolled for at least 12 credit  hours  is considered full -time. All 
financial aid recipients (including veterans) must carry at least 12 credits  to receive full benefits.  
 
A student in a post -baccalaur eate  program who is enrolled for at least 9 semester  credits is 
considered full -time.  
 
PART-TIME STUDENT  
 
An undergraduate student who is enrolled in less than 12 semester  credit s is considered a part -time  
student. Part -time students do not have to live on  campus and do not have to participate in Spiritual 
Formation (e.g. , attend chapel or complete service hours).  

 
NON -DEGREE SEEKING STUDENTS   
 
Tuition and fees are charged according to the ACU Schedule of Tuition and Fees . Non -degree seeking 
students are not eligible for any financial aid or scholarships, are not  eligible for student housing, 
and are not eligible to participate in varsity or club sports.  
 
Non -degree seeking students are not required to meet the standards of satisfactory academic 
progress; however, ACU reserves the right to evaluate the studentɄs academic progress, to make 
recommendations for improving progress , and to take progress -related actions (including but not 
limited to suspension or dismissal).   
 
Non -degree seeking students may request an official transcript showing the courses taken.   
 
Non -degree  seeking students, who later seek to earn a degree at ACU, must apply for admission as 
a degree -seeking student and meet the  admission requirements in effect at that time.  No courses 
taken for audit will be applied to a future bachelor Ʉs program.  
  

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-financial-services/
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Concurrent High School Students  
 
High school students desiring to attend college classes prior to graduation from high school may 
attend ACU classes in -person or online.  Concurrent students must meet the following requirements 
to attend classes at ACU:  
 

o May take up to 7 credit hours per term ( online) or semester ( traditional) . 
o May earn up to 30 credit hours through concurrent enrollment at ACU . 
o May enroll in any 100/200 level class that is not part of LIA and any 300/400 level class with 

permission from the VP of Academic Affairs. Students are responsible for making sure they 
are prepared for the rigor and assumed prior content knowledge.   

o Must not maintain an unpaid balance . 
o Must comply with all university  policies in the Student Handbook  and University  Catalog . 

 
Dual Enrollment  
 
Dual enrollment students are enrolled in specific courses at a high school that has a memorandum 
of understanding with ACU. Admissions, courses, and grades are maintained by the high school; 
however, the dual enrollment courses, instructors, and syllabi must be approved by ACU.  
 
Adult Learners  
 
Adult students not seeking to earn a bachelorɄs degree from ACU may be allowed to enroll in courses 
on either an audit or for -credit basis.  Adult students must meet the following requirements to 
attend classes at ACU:  
 

o May enroll for a maximum of 7 credits each term . 
o Must comply with all university policies in the Student Handbook  and University Catalog . 

 
For some upper division courses, the student may be required to provide evidence of coursework 
equivalent to the course prerequisites.  Enrollment in upper division courses is subject to the 
approval of the academic department chair or the course instructor.   
 
Non -degree seeking students who take classes as an adult auditor will not earn a grade , and the 
course will not have any credit value.  Non -degree seeking students who take courses on a for -credit 
basis will earn a grade and credits based on the same criteria as degree -seeking students.  
 

Registration  
 
Only eligible students in good standing  can register for classes. An eligible student is one who meets 
the university Ʉs admission requirements, is continuing from the previous semester, or is taking 
courses as a non -degree seeking student. A student is not considered registered until the Enrollment 
Agreement has been signed by the student, and the  business office has confirmed that all financial 
arrangements have been completed.   
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/


 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  70 

 

Students must attend class in the semester for which they are officially registered for the class. 
Students may only attend classes during the semester for which they are officially registered. 
Retroactive registration is not permitted.  
 
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES  
 
The schedule of classes for each semester is published in the preceding semester on the date 
specified by the Academic Calendar . The schedule may be previewed on the ACU Student Portal 
www.arizonachristian.edu/studentportal/ . Once registration is open, the schedule is available 
through the studentɄs account in the Student Information System (Populi). 
 
SPECIALTY COURSES THROUGH OTHER INSTITUTIONS  
 
ACU may elect to partner with other accredited institutions or consortiums to offer specialty courses 
in defined fields of study that  provide added value to ACU students. These specialty c ours es may be 
in high -demand fields taught by industry experts or  dual -enrollment courses at the graduate level. 
These special ty cours es are taught by instructors who are not ACU employees and include students 
from other institutions who may not adhere to ACU's Statement of Faith . These courses are 
identified during registration. Students who  have concerns about enrolling in a specialty or 
consortium -led course should communicate with their  Enrollment Management Specialist ( EMS) or 
the Provost . Some specialty courses may require approval from the Provost  prior to registration.  
 
REGISTRATION DATES  
 
Dates of registration and orientation for new students are published in the Academic Calendar . 
Students wishing to attend Arizona Christian University are expected to register on the dates 
designated. Students will not be permitted to register later than the Monday after the start of 
classes. 
 
CHANGE OF SCHEDULE : ADD/DROP OR COURSE WITHDRAWAL  
 
Changes to a studentɄs class schedule after the first day of class must go through the studentɄs 
Enrollment Management Specialist  (EMS). Changes of schedule and withdrawals are considered 
official as of the date received by the EMS. Withdrawals are not permitted after the date notated on 
the current Academic Calendar . Failure to follow these procedures may result in a grade of ɇFɈ and 
forfeiture of any refund . 
 

ǒ A student may change his or her  schedule by adding or dropping classes before the 
add/drop date published in the  Academic Calendar . Classes dropped before this date 
will not show on the studentɄs transcript, and the student will not be charged for the 
class. 

ǒ After the add/drop date and before the withdrawal date listed on the Academic 
Calendar, a student may withdraw from the class. The class will show on the studentɄs 
transcript with a grade of ɇW,Ɉ and the student is responsible for all charges related to 
the class.  

ǒ A student may not drop/withdraw from a class after the withdrawal date listed in the 
Academic Calendar . After this date, the class will show on the studentɄs transcript with 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/studentportal/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
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the grad e earned in the class , and the student is responsible for all charges related to 
the class.  

 
Please note that the  university  is required to notify the VA or other financial aid providers of any 
reduction of course load below that which had been initially reported. They are notified of the 
number of credits dropped, the date of the drop, and the studentɄs status after the reduction in 
course load.  
 
Refer to the Academic Calendar  on the ACU website for add/drop and course withdrawal dates.  
 
COURSE LOADS  
 
A full -time course load for a n undergraduate student is 12 credits. A student must submit an 
Academic Request Petition to his or her Enrollment Management Specialist  (EMS) in order to carry 
an academic load of more than 18 credits  unless the overload is due to a lab, choir, an Honors 
College course, or an applied music credit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEQUENCE OF COURSES  
 
It is the responsibility of the s tudent  to  follow his or her  program of study as closely as possible and 
be aware of prerequisites and corequisites . Prerequisites and corequisites are listed in the course 
descriptions  (see Appendix B ) and program check sheets  (see Appendix A ). 
 
COURSE PLACEMENT  
 
Students may be placed into English and mathematics courses based on standardized pre -college 
test scores (ACT or SAT), college placement testing, advanced placement credit, college -level  transfer 
credit , or high school GPA . It is the student's responsibility to furnish the appropriate required 
official standardized pre -college test scores, placement test scores, or official transcripts. 
Standardized test scores, such as the ACT, SAT, or  other placement testing , dated more than two 
years before matriculatio n, will not be accepted to meet proficiency requirements.  
 
Placement exams for math are available through ACU but must be requested and paid for by the 
student . 
 

Load   Semester Credits  
Maximum   18 
Full-Time  12 or more  
Part -Time  Less than 12  
3/4 time   9-11 
1/2 Time   6-8 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
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English Placement  
All undergraduate students are required to pass 6 credits of English Composition (ENG  101 and ENG 
102) as part of the general education requirements. Based on standardized test scores or other 
criteria, students may be placed in an enhanced ENG  101 class, which requires a co -curricular  writing 
lab.  

¶ Students admitted with SAT or ACT standardized test scores will be placed in  an enhanced  
ENG 101 class with a writing lab if:  

o SAT Critical Reading test score is less than 430 . 
o ACT English test score is less than 18 . 

¶ Students admitted with a GED will be placed in ENG  101 with a writing lab  if : 
o Reasoning through Language Arts score is less than 165 . 

¶ Students admitted with a HiSet will be placed in ENG  101 with a writing lab  if : 
o Language Arts Writing or Language Arts Reading score is not at the Performance Level 
of ɇCollege and Career Readiness.Ɉ  

¶ Students admitted with a high school transcript but without ACT/SAT test scores will be 
placed in ENG  101 with a writing lab if : 

o The cumulative  GPA of all high school English classes is less than 2.5 . 
 
Students who provide official transcripts  from an institutionally accredited institution, College Level 
Examination Program (CLEP), or Advanced Placement (AP)  program , of an equivalent  college -level 
composition course may transfer credit for ENG 101, subject to the policies defined in the Transfer 
Credit  section of this catalog.  
 
Mathematics Placement  
All undergraduate students are required to pass MAT 105 Liberal Arts Mathematics , or a higher -level  
math,  as part of the general education requirements. Based on standardized test scores or other 
criteria, students may be placed in MAT  100 Math Concepts to prepare them for MAT  105. 
 
¶ Students with a SAT or ACT standardized test scores will be placed in MAT  100 when:  

o SAT Mathematics section score is less than 430. 
o ACT Mathematics section score is less than 18. 

¶ Students admitted with a GED will be placed in MAT  100 when:  
o Mathematical Reasoning score is less than 165.  

¶ Students admitted with a HiSet will be placed in MAT  100 when:  
o Mathematics score is not at the Performance Level of ɇCollege and Career 

Readiness.Ɉ  
¶ Students admitted with a high school transcript , but without ACT/SAT test scores , will be 

placed in MAT  100 when:  
o High school transcripts do not show the student passed Algebra 1 (with a C or better) 

or the cumulative GPA of all high school math classes does not exceed a 2.5. 
 
Students who provide official transcripts from an institutionally accredited institution, College Level 
Examination Program (CLEP), or Advanced Placement (AP)  program , of an equivalent college -level 
math  course may transfer credit for MAT105, subject to the policies defined in the Transfer Credit  
section of this catalog.  
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Transfer Credit  
 
Arizona Christian University accepts credit from colleges and universities that are accredited by 
institutional accrediting associations.  
 
The student requesting transfer of credit earned from another college or university must submit 
official academic transcripts of work completed for evaluation. It is the responsibility of the student 
to request that official transcripts be mailed directly to the Office of the Registrar at Arizona 
Christian University or emailed directly to records@arizonachristian.edu. Any transcript that has 
been mailed or emailed directly to the student is not considered an official  transcript.  
 
Courses taken from other accredited institutions with a grade of ɇC-Ɉ or higher may be accepted for 
transfer credit, provided they are comparable to courses in the studentɄs program at Arizona 
Christian University. Pass/fail courses will not be considered for transfer credit, except in cases 
where the issuing institution does not give alphanumeric grades . In those cases , the registrar Ʉs office 
will review them on a case-by-case basis. In addition, remedial /developmental courses will not be 
considered for tr ansfer  credit . 
 
In general, there is no time limit on counting undergraduate course credit towards degree 
completion. Courses that a) count towards the requirements of the major/minor of a degree, b) are 
more than 9 years old , and c) are of a technical nature in a field that is rapidly changing, require 
department chair approval before being accepted. If a course is rejected by the chair for being over 
9 years old, then it can still count as a general elective or other part of the degree.  
 
Transferred credits are not used to calculate the studentɄs ACU GPA. The grade earned in a course 
that is transferred from another institution will not show on the ACU transcript.  
 
Students who transfer in a class to replace a failing grade in a required ACU class may receive credit 
towards graduation, but the grade in the original ACU class will not be replaced by the transfer credit 
and will still be calculated in the student's ove rall GPA. 
 
Acceptance of any class by ACU as transfer credit does not imply that other graduate or 
undergraduate institutions will also accept the course. It is the responsibility of the student to verify 
the requirements for any other institution or program to which  the student may be seeking transfer 
or admission.  
 
Students transferring 28 or more credits toward their degree may apply 3 credit hours of transfer 
credit toward their LIA 101 requirement and take LIA 105 to satisfy the LIA 102 general education 
requirement , except as noted above . 
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Students transferring 48 or more credits toward their degree  upon admission to ACU , and who are 
not Biblical Studies or Christian Ministries majors, may be  waived from the following general 
education and Bible courses:  
 
¶ HUM 201  The Human Narrative I  
¶ HUM 202  The Human Narrative II  
¶ BIB 100 Introduction to the Bible and Biblical Interpretation  
¶ BIB 221 The Relational God - A Study of the Divine Covenants  
¶ BIB 222 Image Bearers - Humanity's Story  

 
Waivers for these courses are granted upon an official transcript evaluation by ACUɄs Office of the 
Registrar. The waived courses, totaling 15 credits , may be fulfilled by transfer credit or elective credit 
taken at ACU.  Post-enrollment transfer courses do not apply to the waiving of these requirements.  
Requirements for LIA102 and capstone courses may not be satisfied through transfer credit. These 
classes must be taken at ACU.  
 
LIMITS ON TRANSFER CREDITS  
 
A maximum of 84 lower division semester  credits of college credit earned at institutionally 
accredited institutions, including junior colleges, may be accepted toward a studentɄs program of 
study.  
 
A maximum of 90 credits combined from all transfer colleges may be accepted toward a studentɄs 
program of study. The minimum residency requirements are listed under the Graduation 
Requirements  section of this catalog.  
 
A maximum of 9 semester  credits from a technical or vocational institution may be accepted as 
elective credit. College level general education courses from an institutionally accredited technical 
or vocational institution are not subject to this limitation.  
 
A maximum of 12 credits through American Council of Education (ACE) accredited distance learning 
institutions are accepted on a limited basis. If these credits are earned post -enrollment at ACU, 
students must submit  a Transfer Course Approval form to the Office of the Registrar prior to 
enrolling in courses. These classes may only be applied to general education and general electives 
courses. They may not be applied to a major, major electives, concentrations, or min ors.  
 
The ɇACE Military Guide Ɉ is used in the evaluation of work submitted as a result of service in the 
Armed Services . Information can be found at www.acenet.edu/Programs -Services/Pages/Credit -
Transcripts/Military -Guide -Online.aspx . Technical credit listed on a Joint Services Transcript may be 
awarded according to the same limitations stated for technical or vocational schools.  
 
Credit earned at institutions that are not institutionally accredited  may be evaluated on a course -
by-course basis. All such accepted credit will be considered lower division.  After a student has 
earned a total of 64 semester  credits, the university  will not accept any credit from non -accredited 
institutions or from educational experiences in the armed services.  
 
The university  does not recognize credit for ɇlife experiencesɈ or ɇcontinuing educationɈ in its 
undergraduate program.  

https://www.acenet.edu/Programs-Services/Pages/Credit-Transcripts/Military-Guide-Online.aspx
https://www.acenet.edu/Programs-Services/Pages/Credit-Transcripts/Military-Guide-Online.aspx
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The university  reserves the right to reject transfer courses that are inconsistent with the ACU 
mission, values, and statement of faith. Th ese may include, but are not limited to, courses on 
witchcraft and the occult.  
 
The university  reserves the right to require a student to validate, through testing, any credit 
presented for acceptance.  
 
CREDIT BY EXAMINATION  
 
Students may receive college credit through the College -Level Examination Program ( CLEP) and 
DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSST). If a student passes the examination  with the required 
score , the credit hours will be accepted  as transfer hours and will not affect  the studentɄs GPA. It is 
the responsibility of the student to request that official score reports be mailed directly to the Office 
of the Registrar at Arizona Christian University.  
 
¶ Students may take a maximum of thirty (30) hours through CLEP and DSST combined.  
¶ A mapping of specific tests and the score required for credit will be published each academic 

year by the Office of the Registrar and is available on  request.  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT  
 
High school graduates may receive credit for Advanced Placement (AP) examinations of the College 
Entrance Examination Board. A mapping of specific tests and the score required for credit will be 
published each academic year by the Office of the Registrar and available by request. AP scores on 
high school transcripts will not be accepted. It is the responsibility of the student to request that 
official score reports be mailed directly to the Office of the Registrar at Arizona Christian University.  
 
POST-ENROLLMENT TRANSFER CREDITS  
 
A full -time enrolled student at Arizona Christian University may be simultaneously enrolled at 
another college or university for the purpose of transferring credits to ACU under the following 
conditions:  

ǒ ACU must be the primary institution which administers financial aid. 
¶ The student must submit a Transfer Course Approval form to the Office of the Registrar prior 

to enrolling in the course. Failure to do so may result in rejection of the transfer credit.  
¶ All post -enrollment transfer credits are subject to the policies governing transfer credits as 

stated in this catalog.  
¶ Any class submitted for post -enrollment transfer must have a grade of C - or better to be 

accepted.  
¶ The student requesting post -enrollment transfer must submit official academic transcripts 

of work completed for evaluation. It is the responsibility of the student to request official 
transcripts be mailed directly to the Office of the Registrar at Arizona  Christian University.  

¶ More than 12 post -enrollment transfer credits must be approved by the department chair.  
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Second Bachelor's Degree  
 
A student who has earned a bachelor's degree at Arizona Christian University may earn a second 
bachelor's degree. To receive a second bachelor's degree requires a minimum of 30 credit hours 
beyond those required for the previous degree. In addition, the st udent must fulfill all the 
requirements for the new degree and major. The 90 credit hours counted for  the prior degree will 
form the basis for the new degree and will carry its grade point average. The combined credits in 
both degrees must add up to a mini mum of 150 credits.  
 
If the first bachelor's degree was earned at an institution other than Arizona Christian University, 
the student must complete a minimum of 45 credit hours at Arizona Christian University. A student 
who has earned a bachelor's degree from an institution or  program accredited by a U.S. Department 
of Education recognized accreditor or a recognized international institution and who wishes to 
complete a second bachelor's degree will be considered as having met general education 
requirements.  
 
If the second bachelor's degree is in a program/concentration  other than Biblical Studies or Christian 
Ministries, then  the student must take the upper division Bible and Humanities classes as required 
for upper division transfer students. For a second bachelor's degree in Biblical Studies or Christian 
Ministries, the student must take the full Bible curriculum and the upper division Humanities 
classes. 
 
All students completing a second bachelor's degree must complete their last 30 credit hours at 
Arizona Christian University.  Students must choose a different degree program/concentration from 
the first one completed.  
 

Course Policies  
 
COURSE NUMBERING SYSTEM  
 
001-099 Level: Special undergraduate courses not applicable for degree credit . No college credit 
given. Credits may not be counted toward a degree.  
 
100-299 Level: Lower division courses. Primarily for freshmen or sophomores. Prerequisites and 
prior college -level  work generally not required.  
 
300-499 Level: Upper division courses. Primarily for juniors and seniors within the major or 
advanced students from other disciplines.  Prerequisites and prior college -level work generally 
required.  
 
CANCELLATION POLICY  
 
The administration of Arizona Christian University reserves the right to cancel classes based on class 
size, to make other changes as the university needs require, and to change, without notice, any of 
the information, requirements, and regulations publish ed in the academic schedule of classes.  
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INDEPENDENT STUDY/RESEARCH  
 
Independent  study/research is designed to be an in -depth investigation of a topic in the studentɄs 
major or minor area of interest under the guidance of an instructor. This type of course  may be 
taken for one, two, or three credits and may be repeated for up to six total credits unless otherwise 
specified in the requirements for a major.  The course  must have learning outcomes, rigor, and 
assignments equivalent to the course  taught in a more traditional format.  Meetings (in -person or 
through another modality)  will be h eld on a regular  basis to allow for regular interaction between 
the instructor an d the student. Approval of the instructor and department chair is a prerequisit e. 
 
INTERNSHIPS  
 
Internships are a supervised , practical experience in the student Ʉs major or minor area of interest. 
Semester internships will be arranged by faculty members using proposals for the internship 
submitted by students. A minimum of 45  hours  and a maximum of 60 hours of practical experience  
are required for each credit per semester.  Coursework  will include a written summary and 
evaluation of the experience. Prior to enrolling, students must complete an Application for 
Internship form. Approval of the internship site, supervising instructor , and department chair is a 
prerequisite . Internships are o ffered  for one, two , or three credit s and may be repeated for  a 
maximum of six credits.  In addition to all applicable tuition charges, an i nternship fee per course  
applies.  
 
PRACTICUMS  
 
Practicums and externships are designed to provide additional practical experience as part of an 
academic c ourse . This type of course  may be taken for one, two , or three credits and may be 
repeated for up to six total credits  unless otherwise specified in the requirements for a major. Prior 
approval of the instructor and department chair is a prerequisite . No credit will be granted 
retroactively.  
 
STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM  
 
Students have an opportunity to grow spiritually, intellectually, socially, and personally by studying 
abroad. Through ACUɄs study abroad opportunities, students will visit new places, gain new cultural 
perspectives, and strengthen their relationship with God. 
 
Only ACU students, faculty, and staff are eligible to participate in ACU sponsored study abroad 
opportunities. Prior to enrolling, students must complete the Study Abroad Application and 
complete the application process , including submission of all payments, forms, documents, legal 
releases, and proof of coverage of comprehensive health insurance for international travel (this 
should include medical evacuation and repatriation as required). This policy is strictly enforce d. The 
university reserves the right  to deny or withdraw approval for any student and/or limit the number 
of students allowed to participate at any given time or location.  
 
To participate, students must have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0. Students who are 
on academic or disciplinary warning or probation are not eligible to participate in a study abroad 
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opportunity. Additional fees such as airline tickets, meals, group transportation, accommodations, 
travel and health insurance, excursions, and other course -related costs may apply. Other travel -
related costs not specified in the cost of the study abroad o pportunity are to be paid by participants.  
 
ONLINE COURSE WORK FOR TRADITIONAL STUDENTS 
 
ACU offers courses in an  online  learning environment. Traditional students with a minimum GPA of 
2.0 can enroll  in online classes , not  to exceed 50% of their total credits for a semester.  This limit may 
be exceeded if classes required for a specific area of study are only offered online.  This limit may 
also be waived for seniors with 12 or fewer credit hours remaining to complete their degree.  Certain 
online courses may require prior approval before registering.  Students have the option to take 
additional online courses during the summer semester. Students attending ACU on an F-1 visa 
through the Student Exchange Visitor Program must adhere to SEVP regulations.  
 
TEACHER OF RECORD  
 
The teacher of record for a course is ultimately responsible for the grades in a course and has 
significant  input into both the  course content and the pedagogy of the course. In addition, any other 
instructors, assistants, etc. , must  be able to contact the teacher of record in the context of a 
relationship of mentoring. In the vast majority of cases , the teacher of record is the professor 
teaching every day , but in cases where there is an exceptional modality [extensive guest lecturing 
(such as with a visiting fellow), a service  learning  trip, a distributed  model using T As or other 
assistants, etc.] , the teacher of record should be aware to be actively engaged and mindful of his or 
her  responsibilities.  
 
 

Academic Calendar and Credit Definition  
 
Arizona Christian University uses a semester credit hour system based on an academic calendar 
definition of 16 -week semesters, including finals week. The Academic Calendar  is divided into fall, 
spring, and summer semesters, containing three sub -terms: a full traditional 16 -week term and two 
consecutive 8 -week sub -terms.  
 
ACU uses the semester credit hour as the unit of measuring educational credit. ACU credit hour 
policy applies to all courses that award academic credit, regardless of the delivery method 
(traditional ground, online, independent study, internships). A credit hour in higher education 
typically refers to an hour of in -class engagement  and two hours of coursework performed outside 
the classroom every week over an approximately  15-week semester  (for a total of 45 hours of 
academic work per credit) . Online courses are equivalent to the number of engagement hours (45 
hours per credit hour) expected in a traditional ground course. Because online terms are half as 
long as ground terms (8 weeks vs. 16 weeks), the number of engagement hours per week will b e 
double for online courses.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/


 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  79 

 

The curriculum committee, consisting of faculty and administration representatives, upholds the 
credit hour policy in reviewing and approving all courses. Each course proposal includes the credit 
hours associated with the specific course. The approved cred it hours are then recorded in the course 
catalog residing in the student information system.  
 
TRADITIONAL ON -CAMPUS  CLASSES 
 
ACU on-campus  courses are typically scheduled in the full , traditional 16 -week term, based on a 4 -
day week, Monday -Thursday, divided into 75 -minute course blocks. The clock hours are based on 
the standard definition of 50 minutes = one clock hour (two 75 -minute blocks equate to 3 clock 
hours).  
 
Three credit courses are scheduled for 2 times per week, typically on a Monday/Wednesday or 
Tuesday/Thursday schedule. In some instances, both meetings may be scheduled on the same day 
in one 150 -minute block.  
 
Some courses that require a separate lab may be  4 credit courses with an additional hands -on lab 
portion that is scheduled separately.  
 
The last four days of the fall and spring semesters are scheduled for final examinations.  
 
ONLINE COURSES  
 
Online courses offered as part of ACUɄs online studies  program  are typically scheduled in  an 8-week 
term. Credit hours assigned to a course delivered online must equal the number of credit hours for 
the same course delivered face -to -face.  
 
Credit hours for online courses are met through the activities required for the class.  ACUɄs online 
classes deliver an educational experience equivalent to traditional  classes with similar student 
learning outcomes . 
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Grading System  
 
GRADING SCALE  
 
Arizona Christian University uses letter grades with a four (4) point maximum grading scale. The 
grade A is the highest possible grade, and a grade of F is considered failing. A studentɄs work is rated 
in accordance with the following definitions:  
 

A Superior: extraordinary scholarship. The quality of work consistently shows thoroughness, careful 
organization, depth of understanding, and originality of thought to a superior degree. Written 
work is in clear, correct English.  

B Above average: good scholarship. The quality of work generally shows thoroughness, careful 
organization, and depth of understanding. Written work is in clear, correct English.  

C Average: standard performance of acceptable college scholarship. The quality of work shows 
acceptable thoroughness, organization, and understanding. Most written work is in clear, correct 
English. 

D Below average: passing, but below standard; student completes most of the course work, but the 
quality is below average.  

F Failure: student  does not complete the course work and/or produces careless, poor -quality work, 
or does not withdraw properly. No credit awarded; counts against GPA.  

I Incomplete : student  does not complete the coursework  due to illness or some other acceptable 
reason.  See the Incomplete Grade  section of th e catalog.  

P Pass: at least satisfactory; no units awarded or  counted in GPA.  See the Pass/No Credit Grade  
section of th e catalog.  

NC No Credit : less than satisfactory; no units awarded or counted in GPA.  See the Pass/No Credit 
Grade section of the catalog.  

AU Audit Course:  no units awarded; not counted in GPA.  

[  ] Repeated: The course has been repeated , and the grade has been replaced . See the Replacement 
of a Grade  section of the catalog . 

W Withdrawal  

 
  



 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  81 

 

GRADE POINTS  
 
Arizona Christian University grades on a 4.0 academic grading system. Grade points are assigned as 
follows:  
 

Grades Grading Scale 
% 

Grade 
Points  

A 90% - 100% 4 points  
B 80% - 89% 3 points  
C 70% - 79% 2 points  
D 60% - 69% 1 point  
F Below 60  0 points  

I, P, NC, IP, AU, [ ], 
W 

-- 0 points  

 
COMPUTING THE GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)  
 
The GPA is based only upon work completed at Arizona Christian University. Grades of P, as well as 
grades of I, NC, IP, AU, and W carry no grade point value and are not included in the computation of 
a studentɄs semester or cumulative grade point average. 
 
To calculate oneɄs GPA, the semester credits  for each course are multiplied by the grade points for 
that grade. The resulting number is then divided by the number of credits  that carry A, B, C, D, and 
F grades. No other grades are counted in the computations.   
 
BJ ´Ṝíṽ¨ríû 
 
Undergraduate  students enrolled in a traditional program for a minimum of 12 credit hours in a 
semester (16 weeks) who achieve a term grade point average (GPA) of 4.0 will be placed on the 
Dean's List. Undergraduate  students enrolled in a non -traditional program for a minimum of 6 credit 
hours in the 8-week  term who  achieve a term grade point average (GPA) of 4.0 will be placed on the 
Dean's List Nontraditional. This academic distinction recognizes outstanding scholastic achievement 
and will be recorded on the student's official transcript.  
 
INCOMPLETE GRADE  
 
An incomplete grade is only possible in the event of seriously extenuating circumstances. An 
incomplete may be given only upon the approval of the instructor. The instructor is not required to 
grant an incomplete to a student. Such decisions by an instruct or are final and may not be appealed 
by the student. With instructor approval, an ɇIɈ is temporarily entered on the studentɄs record. The 
student must complete all necessary work within six (6) weeks after the end of the term in which 
the ɇIɈ was received; otherwise, the grade becomes an automatic ɇF.Ɉ No additional extension may 
be granted by the instructor. Only the department chair or dean for the course department may 
consider an extension upon receipt of a petition.  
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PASS/NO CREDIT GRADE  
 
Courses that Arizona Christian University designates as pass/no credit courses will use the P/N C 
grading system exclusively. These courses do not count in GPA computation but do fulfill  program 
credit  requirements. Students receive a grade of P (Pass: at least satisfactory , no units awarded, not 
counted in GPA) when their performance is equivalent to a ɇCɈ (2.0) or higher. ɇPassɈ will be indicated 
on a studentɄs permanent record as P, with units awarded, but no grade points. Students receive a 
grade of N C (No Credit : less than satisfactory , no units awarded or counted in GPA) when their 
performance is equivalent to a D (1.0) or F (0.0). ɇNo CreditɈ will be indicated on a studentɄs record 
as NC, with no units completed and no grade points.  
 
REPLACEMENT OF A GRADE  
 
Any course may be repeated once to replace the original grade. If a student repeats a course twice 
or more, only one of the previous grades may be dropped.  Repeats are signified by bracket s around 
the grade.  Students who are receiving financial aid and previously passed a course with a D or better 
may only use financial aid to repeat the course once. Any repeats after this would not be covered 
by financial aid. In some cases , there may be exceptions to this rule. Please see the Financial Aid  
section of this catalog for more information.  
 
APPEAL OF GRADE  
 
A student who feels that a grade has been unfairly awarded should first appeal to the instructor. If 
not resolved, an appeal may be made to the department chair for the course department. The 
appeal must clearly establish why the student believes the grade  should be changed. Signed and 
dated documentation should be provided to establish that circumstances warrant the change. 
Appeals for grade changes must be made within six weeks after grades have been officially released. 
Appeals may only be submitted once ; however , the student should be prepared to provide 
additional information if requested.  If the student feels that  the decision of the chair is incorrect , 
the student may appeal to the dean of the school or college. In the case that a student appeals to 
the dean , or in exceptional cases, the  dean may decide to form an ad hoc faculty committee to 
review the matter. The decision of the dean is final . No grade appeals should be made to the office 
of the Provost  or to the office of the President.  
 
CHANGE OF GRADE  
 
Outside of a formal grade appeal, f inal course grades may be changed only by the instructor of the 
course and then only if there has been an error in computation or to remove an incomplete. The 
instructor must submit an official grade change form to the Office of the Registrar . 
 
AUDITING O F COURSES 
 
Audited courses do not earn a grade. Students do not receive credit toward graduation for an 
audited course, nor do audited courses fulfill program requirements. A course may not be changed 
from audit to regular credit, or vice versa, after the last day to  withdraw unrestricted. Permission of 
the instructor is required. Additional tuition and fees may be required. See the current Tuition 
Schedule  and the ACU business office for details.  

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/financial-aid/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/financial-aid/
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A course taken for audit may be retaken for credit to apply to a degree program.  
 

Attendance Policies  
 
CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY  
 
The professor of record will determine individual course attendance polic ies. Students who are 
absent due to participation in university approved events , such as athletic events, performances, 
etc., will not be penalized , and such students are responsible for working with their professor s to 
make up any work.  For courses  with special events or intensive sessions where attendance cannot 
be waived and make -up work cannot reasonably be assigned , the attendance requirements  will be 
stated in the course syllabus  and explained in detail to the students prior to the add/drop date.  
 
An undergraduate student who does not participate in any classes prior to the last day to unenroll  
(as published on the ACU Academic Calendar ) may be administratively withdrawn from the 
university effective on the  last day to unenroll. ACU will make reasonable efforts to contact the 
student to determine if he or she  intends to withdraw from the university. An email will be sent  to 
the student's personal  and institutional email addresse s seeking confirmation of intent to withdraw. 
If efforts to contact the student are unsuccessful and the university receives no notification of intent 
to withdraw  within a reasonable timeframe, notification of administrative withdrawal will be sent to 
the financial aid office and to the student.  
 
END OF TERM REPORTING  
 
A report is provided to the university's financial aid department at the end of each term (8 or 16 
weeks) listing students who received a failing grade in all enrolled classes for that term. The report 
is compiled by the Registrar from data provided by cla ss instructors through records in the student 
information system and/or the learning management system. This report lists the date of the 
studentɄs last academic engagement in each class. The financial aid department will use this report 
for the evaluation  of earned/unearned FɄs according to the current Department of Education 
regulations.  
 

Academic Integrity  
 
Arizona Christian University desires that its students  learn and grow to become men and women of 
integrity and excellence. To that end all assignments are expected to be done in a way that is honest 
and reflects the studentɄs effort and understanding. It can be confusing to know what is allowed or 
not allowed on an assignment. Below  are some general guidelines . More specific instructions will be 
included with assignments.  
 
Citation:  Any assignment (for example , a Power Point , speech, discussion post, paper, etc.) should 
be cited accurately in a way appropriate for the type of assignment.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
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Working with others:  Sometimes students  will be encouraged to work in groups to complete an 
assessment . Other times students  will be asked to work alone. In general, while students  should 
work with their  classmates to learn material, assessments should be completed by the student 
alone  unless otherwise stated.  
 
Use of technology and artificial intelligence:  There are several ways that technology and artificial 
intelligence can be used to enhance learning and productivity. Sometimes an instructor will 
encourage students  to use technology in the completion of an assignment. At other times the use 
of technology, such as having chatbot generate part of a paper, will be forbidden as it is important 
to see the student  work through the process without those aids. It is considered academically 
dishonest to use technology that is ruled out by the assignment.  
 
New work:  It is assumed that the work that a student  does for a class is new and has not been 
submitted in another class. If a student  does want to use work that was created for another class in 
the current class, he or she should speak with the instructor first and get permission. The  instructor 
will  likely ask that the student significantly revise or expand on previous work. It is considered 
academically dishonest to submit a work for credit in multiple classes.  
 
Consequences:  If the instructor determines that academic dishonesty has occurred, he or she will 
contact the student directly about it. Potential consequences include having to redo the assignment 
to receive credit or receiving no credit on the assignment. If needed, t he instructor may refer the 
incident to the dean or Provost  for further action.  
 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND RESTORATION  
 
Philosophy  
The vision of Arizona Christian University is to ɇeducate and equip followers of Christ to transform 
culture with the truth.Ɉ In order to prepare students for this vision, the university  upholds high ideals 
and expectations for each member of the campus community. These ideals are expressed in the 
university Ʉs code of conduct  and other standards defined in the Student Handbook . Arizona 
Christian UniversityɄs accountability process is designed to be a part of the educational mission of 
the university  - one that focuses on upholding the commitments inherent in the Arizona Christian 
University community. The accountability process teaches all members of the university  appropriate 
and acceptable behavior within a community.  
 
The university  provides an accountability process in which members of the Arizona Christian 
University community may resolve violations of university  standards  with mutual respect for one 
another while fostering relationships. These relationships help to create an environment of 
accountability , holding members of the community responsible for their actions with the ultimate 
goal of encouraging and fostering the personal growth and development of each student.  
 
Guiding Principles  
When there are violations of university  standards , the accountability process will be governed by 
the following:  

Fairness - The process should strive to be consistent, clear, comprehensive and, when 
possible, efficient.  

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
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Education  - The process, including potential consequences , should strive to be educational. 
Students are encouraged to consider issues such as responsibility for actions and making 
wise choices.  

Respect - The process should strive to be characterized by respect for all individuals as well 
as the community as a whole and the commitments outlined for our campus.  

 
University Accountability and  Criminal or Civil Systems  
Arizona Christian UniversityɄs accountability system is not equal to a criminal or civil court system. 
The two systems are independen t and have different purposes, processes, and standards used to 
determine responsibility and consequences. The procedural defense of double jeopardy does not 
apply. While some procedural elements may seem similar, Arizona Christian UniversityɄs system is 
founded on educational philosophies and fundamental fairness rather than criminal or civil cour t 
systems. As a private Christian institution, Arizona Christian UniversityɄs accountability process 
seeks fundamental fairness by establishing these rights and procedures. Accordingly, Arizona 
Christian University is not bound by  the standards of Constitutional Due Process.  
 
During an  inquiry, students present information. Consequently, standard rules of evidence do not 
apply in the university Ʉs accountability process. Also, in contrast to the prevailing evidentiary 
standard in criminal matters for determining guilt, ɇbeyond a reasonable doubtɈ does not apply. To 
be consistent with comparable evidentiary standards used by other institutions of higher education, 
accountability officers use a preponderance of the evidence standard to determine responsibility. 
Due to the differenc e in standards, Arizona Christian University uses specific terminology in its 
accountability process, which is defined in the  section s below . 
 
Accountability Procedure  and Consequences  
ACU students that violate any of the university Ʉs policies will be subject to the appropriate 
accountability procedure.  The accountability procedure  and consequences are  detailed in the 
Student Handbook . 
 
GRIEVANCE POLICY AND PROCEDURE  
 
Arizona Christian University wants undergraduate students to have a positive experience in which 
their grievances can be expressed openly and honestly. The university is committed to promptly 
addressing student grievances, both academic ( Provost ) and non -academic (Dean of Students). 
Student grievance is taken seriously and will be responded to by the university in a timely manner. 
Prior to reporting a complaint  or grievance, the university encourages individuals to attempt to 
resolve the issue on their own first. If the issue cannot be resolved, the university encourages 
individuals to submit a formal complaint.  
 
To register a grievance, the student should write a formal letter detailing the issue and address the 
grievance to the Dean of Students and/or Provost . The grievance may be difficult to resolve without 
enough detail to allow the university to understand and respond to the grievance adequately. A 
grievance may be signed or anonymous. However, if a grievance is submitted anonymously, it will 
not be possib le to contact or work directly with the student. Therefore, students are encouraged to 
provide their names.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-life/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/academics/complaints/
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The grievance will be reviewed by the Dean of Students and/or Provost , who will acknowledge 
receipt of the grievance and establish a file for the grievance within ten (10) business days. The file 
will be kept separate from student academic records. The Dean of Students and/or Provost  (or 
designee/s) may schedule a meeting with the student to discuss the grievance. The Dean of Students 
and/or Provost  (or designee/s) will help the student in resolving the grievance. If unable to address 
the grievance immediately because of policy or procedural requirements, the Dean of Students 
and/or Provost  (or designee/s) will assist the student in directing the grievance to the appropriate 
university official or office better able to address the matter. Records of grievances and their 
resolutions are maintained by the Dean of Students and/or Provost . 
 
Grievance Procedure  
 

1. Student submits a grievance by writing a formal letter detailing the issue.  
2. The grievance is acknowledged within ten (10) business days and reviewed by the Dean of 

Students and/or Provost . 
3. The Dean of Students and/or the Provost  (or designee/s) will help the student in resolving 

the grievance.  
4. Reasonable resolutions to grievances shall be decided by the Dean of Students or the 

appropriate university officials or department within 30 days.  
5. The Dean of Students and/or Provost  will communicate the resolution to the student at the 

time of the decision.  
6. Resolutions decided by the Dean of Students or other university officials are considered 

final.  
 
All additional concerns can be sent to concerns@arizonachristian.edu . 
 
If a student or non -student has exhausted the institutionɄs internal complaint process, he or she can 
submit an external complaint to the Arizona State Board for Private Post secondary Education . 
 
Complaint Procedures  
Should the institution not be able to resolve the student complaint, the student has the right to 
contact the State of Arizona and its appropriate agency to determine the course of action. 
Complaints can be filed with the following agencies:  
 

Arizona State Board for Private Postsecondary Education  
If the student complaint cannot be resolved after exhausting the institutionɄs grievance 
procedure, the student may file a complaint with the Arizona State Board for Private Post -
Secondary Education. The student must contact the State Board for further details. The State 
Board address is:  

1740 W. Adams  Street , Suite 3008 
Phoenix, AZ 85007  
Phone: 602 -542-5709 
Website: ppse.az.gov  

 

mailto:concerns@arizonachristian.edu
https://ppse.az.gov/complaint
https://ppse.az.gov/
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Higher Learning Commission (HLC)  
Allegations regarding non -compliance with accreditation standards, policies, and 
procedures may be referred to the HLC at the following address:  

Higher Learning Commission  
230 South LaSalle Street  
Suite 7-500 
Chicago, IL 60604 

The CommissionɄs complaint policy and procedures may be found on its  website at : 
www.hlcommission.org/HLC -Institutions/complaints.html . 

 

Required Textbooks/Learning M aterials  
 
Student textbook information can be found in the student information system (SIS),  Populi . Students 
are expected to purchase required textbooks and other course materials prior to the start of class. 
Required textbooks for each course are in the course information at the time of registration. 
Students are expected to bring their own textbooks, p aper, and pencil or pen to class. Because 
publishers revise textbooks often, students are encouraged to purchase the textbooks and course 
materials listed in the course information in order to obtain the correct editions for their classes.  
 

Equipment/Technology Requirements or 
Competencies  
 
Arizona Christian University embraces digital communication and the use of technology for teaching 
and learning. Educators are expected to include technology in their teaching and in the facilitation 
of student learning. Therefore, educators structure the learning environments based on students Ʉ 
equipment/technology competencies and on requirements that reflect  the digital  information  age. 
Students are required to be computer literate.  
 
Students are also expected to possess a computer throughout the duration of their program. In 
cases where students do not possess a computer, ACU will provide limited access to computers. 
Student computers (and ACU computers) must be able to run a supporte d browser and handle 
additional plug -ins as identified by the Student Information System (SIS) and/or Learning 
Management System (LMS). Students should be able to produce, send, and receive documents that 
are compatible with  the two most recent offerings o f Microsoft Office in order to complete 
assignments. Computer and Internet connection may need to be fast enough in some courses to 
watch streaming videos, participate in live meetings, upload large files, install software , and listen 
to audio sound bites.  
 
Students are also expected to come to class equipped with a laptop, tablet, tablet PC , or other 
approved technology device (as directed by the instructor) in  order to  assist them in their learning. 
However, students are also expected to put away and put down technology when the instructional 
goals are not being supported by technology. Details regarding Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) 
and the proper times to use and/or not use technology in the classroom will be specified in the 
course syllabi and through course instructors.  

https://www.hlcommission.org/HLC-Institutions/complaints.html
https://arizonachristian.populiweb.com/


 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  88 

 

 
There are several academic programs that may require specific and additional 
equipment/technology competencies and requirements. The details are further discussed in the 
Academic Programs section of this catalog within each academic program. In these cases, students 
will bear the responsibility and expense to acquire the requisite equipment/technology 
competencies and requirements.  
 
Students are issued  an official Arizona Christian University student email address when they are 
admitted to the university. This is the only electronic mailing address recognized by the university. 
Students are responsible for all official university communications, including attachments, 
transmitted to this address. ACU faculty and staff are not responsible for forwarding email s to 
personal email accounts that are not assigned by the university. Students are required to check their 
ACU email on a daily ba sis. 
 

Assessment  
 
Assessment is part of the culture at Arizona Christian University. Assessment is the systematic 
collection, review, and use of information about educational programs carried out for the primary 
purpose of improving student learning and development. The pur pose is to provide important 
feedback designed to improve instruction.  It also allows the university  to communicate with 
students, parents , and accrediting agencies regarding the quality of education received at ACU.  
 
Assessment involves:  
¶ Setting explicit student learning goals or targets for an academic program . 
¶ Evaluating the extent to which students are reaching those goals . 
¶ Using the information for program development and improvement . 

 
Assessment is an integral part of instruction as it determines whether or not the goals of education 
are being met. Assessment affects decisions about grades, placement, advancement, instructional 
needs, curriculum, and , in some cases , funding. Assessment inspires us to ask hard questions: "Are 
we teaching what we think we are teaching?" "Are students learning what they are supposed to be 
learning?" "Is there a way to teach the subject better, thereby promoting better learning?"  
 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act of 1974 (FERPA)  
 
Arizona Christian University, in compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 
1974 (FERPA), will maintain all student records in accordance with the provisions of the Act as 
amended. The information contained in the studentɄs permanent educational record will be made 
available to the student but not to others without the studentɄs written approval. In accordance with 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), the university will not verify personal 
information unless given express permission to do so by the student.  
 
Education records created at Arizona Christian University, such as transcripts or diplomas, will 
remain the property of the university and will be released in accordance with applicable laws to the 
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student, other institutions, or third parties. Students may request official or unofficial transcripts 
from the Office of the Registrar at https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/request -an-official -
transcript/ . The university can only verify documents as official that originate from Arizona Christian 
University.  
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY EXEMPTION REQUIREMENT  
 
The university is permitted to disclose, without student consent, the information in a student's 
education record including , but not limited to , personally identifiable, non -directory information in 
connection with a health or safety emergency.  The situation must present an imminent danger to a 
student or other member of the university  community in order to qualify for this exemption. A 
health and safety  exemption request must be approved by one of the following:  the  Provost , Chief 
Operating Officer , Director of Campus Safety , or University Registrar .  
 
DOCUMENTS AND DATA ORIGINATING OUTSIDE THE 
UNIVERSITY  
 
In accordance with U.S. laws protecting educational records and personal information, Arizona 
Christian University will not release documents or data that originated at a different institution. 
Examples include ACT/SAT scores, high school records, transfer  credit information, transcripts, and 
personal information such as visas, passports, and other Personal Identifiable Information (PII). 
Such documents and data may be used by the university  for internal processes but may not be 
released to a third party, a s the information remains the legal property of the original institution or 
source. Those wishing to obtain a legal copy of a document should contact the original 
institution/source with their request.   
 

Choice of  Catalog  
 
The university  catalog in effect at the time of enrollment specifies each studentɄs program of study 
and the academic regulations under which the student operates. The student  may use only one 
edition of the catalog but may  elect to follow any later catalog edition by submitting a Declaration 
of Major form, which includes the catalog year, to an Enrollment Management Specialist  (EMS). 
Students seeking certification to teach in Arizona must meet the requirements in effect at the time 
of their graduation regardless of the requirements listed in the catalog at the time of their original 
enrollment.  Any student who must reapply for admission will be admitted under the catalog current 
at the time of re -admittance.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/request-an-official-transcript/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/request-an-official-transcript/


 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  90 

 

Standards of Progress  
 
CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS  
 
Requirements for class standing are stated below in terms of semester credits  for academic 
classification purposes:  
 

Classification  Credits  
Freshman   0-27  
Sophomore   28-59  
Junior   60-89  
Senior   90 or more  

 
ACADEMIC PROBATION, ACADEMIC SUSPENSION, 
READMISSION AND PROVISIONAL STATUS  
 
Academic Probation  
Students must maintain a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 to  remain in good academic standing  at the 
university. If a studentɄs cumulative GPA falls below 2.0, the student will be placed on academic 
probation. The student is required to meet with a representative of the Academic Services 
department who may develop an academic contract. While on probation,  if a student has a semester  
GPA below 2.0, the student will go on suspension. If the semester GPA is 2.0 or higher, but the 
student Ʉs cumulative  GPA is still below 2.0, the student will remain on probation. If the studentɄs 
cumulative GPA is at or  above 2.0 at the end of the semester, the academic probation will be 
removed, and the student will  again be in good academic standing with the university.  
 
Academic Suspension  
Students who are already on probation and who earn a semester GPA below 2.0 will be put on  
suspension. Suspended students will not be permitted to register for classes or participate in 
campus  activities. A student suspended a second time is not eligible to apply for readmission 
without  permission of the Provost . A student suspended a third time cannot apply  for readmission.  
 
Readmission After Suspension  
Students who have received an academic suspension and wish to return to ACU must app ly for  
readmission to the Academic Standards Committee via the Director of Academic  Services. The 
application for readmission is provided by the Department of Academic Services and will ask the 
student to explain the reasons for past academic performance and outline a plan for future success.  
Readmission to the university after an academic suspension is not automatic. The  request for 
readmission and accompanying documentatio n must reach the Director of Academic  Services prior 
to the beginning of the semester. Submissions must be received at least two weeks before the start 
of the term in which the student desires to enroll.  Each application  is considered  carefully and 
individually on its own merit. Once the student is approved, the Director of Academic Services will 
notify the student in writing. The decision of the Academic Standards Committee is  considered final. 
Students readmitted following academic suspension are required  to meet with the  Director of 
Academic  Services or delegate . 
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Provisional Status  
Students who do not meet university  academic standards at the time of acceptance may be 
admitted on provisional status upon recommendation by the  Academic Standards Committee.   
 
A provisional student is subject to the following terms and limitations:  
 
¶ Limited to enrolling in 12 credit hours during the  studentɄs first semester at ACU (not 

including sports or music performance credits  or success workshops ). 
¶ Must be in attendance on the first day of classes . In the case  of a late enrollment, the 

student  must be in attendance  the first class meeting after enrollment.   
¶ Must adher e to the weekly scheduled meetings with the Director of Academic Services or  

representative . 
¶ Must have earned a grade point average of 2.0 or above by the end of the  studentɄs first 

semester at ACU . 
 
At the end of the studentɄs first semester, his or her academic progress will be reviewed by the 
Director of Academic Services  to determine whether the student has successfully met the 
requirements outlined above and can be moved from provisional status to regular standing status. 
Failure to meet the above criteria may result in the student being academically suspended  or placed 
on probation .  
 
ACADEMIC SUSPENSION AND READMISSION FOR POST -
BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMS  
 
Suspension from a Post -Baccalaureate Program  
Students in a post -baccalaureate program must maintain a cumulative GPA of at least 2.5 to remain 
in good academic standing at the university. Successful completion of the program requires a 
cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. If a studentɄs cumulative GPA falls below 2.5 at the end of a term 
(8-week or 16 -week as defined by the program), the student may be suspended from the university 
for a minimum of one year. Suspended students will not be permitted to register for classes or 
participate in campus activiti es during the year of suspension.  
 
Appeal of Suspension from a Post -Baccalaureate Program  
In extreme circumstances, a student may appeal suspension from a post -baccalaureate program by 
submitting a written statement to the Director of Academic Services which documents the reasons 
for the studentɄs past academic performance and a detailed plan for future success. This appeal 
must be submitted no later than one  (1) week prior to the last day to register for the following 
semester. The Director of Academic Services will discuss the appeal with the department chair for 
the program and notify the stu dent of the decision prior to the last day to register for the following 
semester. If the appeal is approved, the student must earn a minimum of a 2.5 GPA with no grades 
lower than a ɇCɈ or a ɇPɈ in all classes attempted, or he or she will risk academic dismissal at the end 
of the term (8 -week or 16 -week as defined by the program). This dismissal is considered final.  
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Readmission to Arizona Christian University after Suspension from a Post -
Baccalaureate Program  
Students in a post -baccalaureate program who are suspended from the university may apply for 
readmission to Arizona Christian University at a future date following the one year of absence. If the 
student has been absent from the university for more than 365 days, a full admissions application 
through an ACU admissions representative is required. Readmission to the university after an 
academic suspension is not automatic. The application for readmission must include a typed letter 
that documents the reasons for the studentɄs past academic performance and a detailed plan for 
future success. This letter must be submitted to the Director of Academic Services no later than four 
(4) weeks prior to the beginning of the re -entrance term. An in -person interview with the department 
chair for the program to which the student is applying may be required. The Director of Academic 
Services will consult with the department chair and notify the student and the admissions 
representative in writing of the decision prior to the  first day of class. If readmitted, the student 
must meet the minimum standards for the program or will risk academic dismissal. This dismissal 
is considered final.  
 
WITHDRAWAL FROM THE UNIVERSITY  
 
A student can initiate a withdrawal from ACU by contacting his or her Enrollment Management 
Specialist (EMS) via a phone call, electronic submission, in -person meeting, or someone else 
authorized to act on the studentɄs behalf. The EMS will document this intention to withdraw in the 
student record notes and notify the RegistrarɄs Office. 
 
Students who  withdraw from the university prior to the  Course Add/Drop deadline , published on 
the Academic Calendar , will not receive a grad e for the classes , and the classes will not appear on 
the studentɄs transcript. Students who withdraw  after the Add/Drop deadline  but  prior to the 
published Last Day to Withdraw ("W" Grade ) deadline will receive a grade of ɇWɈ for any in-progress 
class. 
 
Refunds f or withdrawal will be handled in accordance with the policies stated in the Financial 
Information  section of this catalog.   
 

 Traditional 16 -week term  Nontraditional 8 -week term  
Course Add/Drop Deadline 
(no grade, no charges)  On the 7 th  day after class start  On the 7 th  day after class start  

Last Day to Withdraw "W" 
Grade (tuition owed)  

Thursday of 12th week after start  Friday of 4th week after start  

 
Exit  Date Determination  
In a student record, the exit date documents the date a student left a program due to withdrawal 
from the university, completion of the program, or a transfer to a different program.  When a student 
is withdrawn from the university, the exit date  for the studentɄs current program will be determined 
by the following criteria:  

 
¶ If , during an academic term, the student notifies the EMS of an intent to immediately 

withdraw  from ACU, the exit date will be the date the student provided notification to the 
EMS.  

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
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¶ If the student intends to complete the current semester but  does not plan to return to ACU 

the following semester, the withdrawal will be processed following the posting of final 
grades , and the exit  date will be the last day of the last semester attended.  

 
¶ If the student stops attending ACU without notification after completing a semester but prior 

to attending class the following semester, the exit  date will be the last day of the last 
semester the student attended the university . 

 
¶ If the student  attends classes for  a portion of a semester and then stops attending all classes 

without notification , the exit  date will be  determined by the studentɄs last academic activity 
as evidenced by class records maintained by faculty or  by the last academic submission as 
documented in the Learning Management System.  

 
¶ If a student is administratively withdrawn from the university for any legitimate reason 

defined by this catalog or by the ACU Student Handbook, the exit date will be the date that 
the RegistrarɄs Office was notified of the administrative withdrawal, unless otherwise 
specifically stated by policy in this catalog.  

 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE  (LOA)  
 
A leave of absence (LOA) is a temporary interruption in a studentɄs program of study during which 
the student is considered to be enrolled. An LOA cannot exceed 180 days in any 12 -month period 
and may have a serious impact on a studentɄs financial aid. An LOA request must be initiated by the 
student via email to an ACU Enrollment Management Specialist (EMS) prior to the start of class for 
that term. The LOA request must include the reason for the LOA and provide the date the student 
intends to return. Th e LOA request will be submitted to the Financial Aid Office for review. If the 
required items are not included in the LOA request, the LOA will be denied. Any requests received 
after the start of the term will be reviewed on a case -by-case basis. If the reque st is denied, a Return 
to Title IV Calculation could be required.  
 
Arizona Christian University allows for two LOAs within a rolling calendar year. Each leave can be up 
to 60 days in length. The student remains financially responsible for classes taken prior to the leave 
begin date.  
 
Completion of Coursework Upon Return  
The student is required to resume training at the same point in the academic program that he or 
she began the LOA.  As such, a student may not take an LOA mid -term. The student will complete all 
coursework from the approved date of the LOA.  Additionally, the school must allow a student 
returning from an LOA to complete coursework he or she began prior to the LOA approval.  
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Graduation  and Commencement  
 
CONFERRAL OF DEGREES  
 
The Office of the Registrar shall confer degrees at the end of the fall, spring , and summer semesters. 
Conferrals will take place once grades have been posted for all classes for that semester. The 
conferral date will be set to the last day of the semester in which all requirements were met. 
Conferrals outside of these dates will be at the discretion of the University Registrar.  
 
Conferral of a degree may be delayed by the following:  

1. Failure to meet the Graduation Requirements  stated in the Academic Catalog.  
2. Carrying a balance owed with the ACU Business Office for tuition, fees, fines , or other 
charges applied to the studentɄs account. 

 
For students whose conferral was delayed for any reason, the conferral will be processed at the end 
of the semester in which the requirements were satisfied. Exceptions to this will be at the discretion 
of the University Registrar.  
 
RECEIPT OF DIPLOMA  
 
Students who have completed their degree or are candidates for completion must order their 
diploma through th is link : www.arizonachristian.edu/diploma -order/ . Diplomas will be printed and 
delivered according to the instructions provided by the student at this link. Diplomas will be released 
to the student once all graduation requirements are met, the degree is conferred, and all balances 
with the business office have been cleared.  
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
 
A candidate for graduation must fulfill the following requirements:  
 

1. Show evidence of Christian character through stability and cooperation in accomplishing the 
objectives of the university . 

2. Complete the minimum required courses for a given program.  
3. Complete at least 30 of the total credits for a bachelorɄs degree in residence at Arizona 

Christian University. Associate degrees require a minimum of 18 credits in residence at ACU.  
4. At least 50% of the academic major must be taken in residence at Arizona Christian 

University. Certain programs may require a higher percentage of in -residence credits.  
5. At least 50% of a minor must be taken in residence at Arizona Christian University.  
6. BachelorɄs degree students must take 20 of their last 30 credits at Arizona Christian 

University.  
7. For a bachelorɄs degree, at least 36 credits of the total course requirements ( transfer and 

taken at ACU) must be upper level (300 -400). 
8. Earn an overall grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 in all certificate and degree programs and a 
GPA of 2.0 in the major courses in all bachelorɄs degree programs. (The Certified Education 
Program requires an overall GPA of 2.5 and a GPA of 3.0 in the  studentɄs major  to qualify for 
an Institutional Recommendation .) 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/diploma-order/
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9. Courses in the academic major must be completed with a grade of C or better.  
10. Fulfill all requirements in the chosen field of study.  
11. Receive approval for graduation from the Board of Trustees  or their designee . 

 
GRADUATION HONORS  
 
Graduation honors are awarded to students who have met the following requirements in overall 
GPA at the time of conferral  and have completed a minimum of 60 credit hours in residency at ACU . 
Graduation honors are printed on the studentɄs transcript and diploma. 
 

3.60 ȿ 3.79 Cum Laude  
3.80 ȿ 3.89 Magna Cum Laude  
3.90 ȿ 4.00 Summa Cum Laude  
 

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES  
 
Students must submit the Commencement Ceremony RSVP prior to the published deadline to  walk 
in the ceremony. Upon receipt of the RSVP, the Office of the Registrar will complete an official audit 
to determine if the student is approved to walk in the commencement ceremony.  
 
Students who are eligible to participate in the commencement ceremony will be notified in writing 
that they have been granted permission to walk in the May ceremony. The dates, times , and 
locations of commencement and any related ceremonies will be posted on the Arizona Christian 
University websiteɄs Commencement  page. 
 
Participation in the annual commencement ceremony is open to students who have completed or 
will complete all graduation requirements for their specific degree program during the current 
academic year  (see Academic Calendar Definition  and current Academic Calendar ), as evidenced by 
an official audit by the Office of the Registrar. The student must have  completed  or be registered 
for all program requirements during the current academic  year. If a student is transferring in credits 
from another institution, the university must have received official transcripts with a C or better no 
later than mid -term of the spring semester, or the student must have a Transfer Course Approval 
form on fil e and provide proof of registration that the course will be completed during the current 
academic  year.  
 
Permission to participate in commencement ceremonies in accordance with this policy does not 
constitute the granting of the degree or a guarantee thereof. While all names will be read aloud as 
students walk across the stage, no degree will be granted until  all requirements are completed , and 
all final grades are posted . Diplomas will be released when financial accounts are cleared and any 
holds on the studentɄs accounts are removed. 
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/commencement-rsvp/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/commencement-important-dates/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
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GRADUATION FEE  
 
A non -refundable graduation fee must be paid through the studentɄs account. This fee will be 
applied the semester that the student takes the capstone class required for graduation.  
 
The graduation fee covers the audit of the studentɄs file, as well as the ceremony, diploma, and other 
expenses. The graduation fee is not reduced for absentia graduates. The graduation fee amount is 
listed on Arizona Christian UniversityɄs Tuition and Fees chart, which can be found on the ACU 
website at the following link : www.arizonachristian.edu/financial -aid/campus/ . 
 
REGALIA  
 
Students must wear ACU -approved regalia to walk in the commencement ceremony. Students must 
order the approved regalia through the ACU commencement webpage:  
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/commencement -important -dates/  
 
As a gift to the graduating student, ACU will provide the traditional Stole of Gratitude on the day of 
commencement to wear with the approved regalia.  
 
Honor cords to wear with student regalia will be provided on the day of graduation according to the 
in-progress GPA calculated 2 weeks prior to the ceremony. Academic honors posted on the studentɄs 
transcript and diploma will record the actual GPA after al l course work is completed.  
 
POSTHUMOUS DEGREE AND RECOGNITION  
 
As an institution that emphasizes relationships as a core value, the entire ACU community is 
impacted by the loss of a student during his or her  studies. The awarding of a posthumous degree 
may bring closure to the family and friends of the deceased student , as well as to the entire 
university. In recognition of the student's achievements, a posthumous degree or certificate may be 
included in the next commencement  ceremony . The family , or other interested parties of the 
deceased student , may initiate a requ est for recognition of the student through the Office of the 
Provost . 
 
A posthumous  degree may be award ed to a student at the discretion of the President of the 
University and the Provost  following these guidelines:  
 
¶ The student was in good standing during the last term completed at ACU . 
¶ An undergraduate student completed 90 credit hours . 
¶ A graduate student completed 75% of the coursework required for the degree . 
¶ The student completed at least one full semester at ACU . 

 
At the discretion of the President of the University and the Provost , a student who did not meet the 
criteria for a posthumous degree may be awarded a certificate in recognition of his or her  academic 
achievement.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/financial-aid/campus/
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/commencement-important-dates/
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Requests for Transcripts  
 
The university  will supply a copy of the studentɄs academic transcript for a nominal fee upon written 
request from the student. Refer to the Transcript Request page  under the Office of the Registrar on 
the ACU website for further details.  
 

Petitions for Exceptions to Academic 
Policies and Procedures  
 
Students who wish to petition for an exception to an established Arizona Christian University 
academic policy or procedure must contact an Enrollment Management Specialist  (EMS) to submit 
a petition to the registrar for approval by the department chair . The petition may be used to request 
an exception to any academic policy or to request a retroactive procedure. The petition must clearly 
establish why the student should be granted an exception to academic policy or why the student 
failed to use appropriate procedures before the required deadline. Signed and dated 
documentation must be provided to establish that circumstances warrant the exception. A petition 
is not required for correcting registration errors before the deadline, for instructor -initiated grade 
changes, or  for advisor -approved course substitutions based on course equivalency. All other 
exceptions require a petition.  
 
Retroactive requests for registration, withdrawal, incompletes, or grade changes also require a 
petition and the appropriate form. The appropriate form should be completed and filed with the 
petition. These requests are reviewed by the registrar's office a nd forwarded to the appropriate 
department chair or academic dean  for approval.  
 
ACADEMIC AND FINANCIAL PETITIONS  
 
Students who wish to petition for an exception to an established Arizona Christian University 
academic policy or procedure which includes changes involving finances or student charges must 
contact an Enrollment Management Specialist  (EMS) to submit a petition for approval to the Vice 
President of Finance. 
 
NOTIFICATION  
 
Within ten (10) business days, students will be notified by an Enrollment Management Specialist 
(EMS) whether a petition has been approved or denied. The petition will be saved in the studentɄs 
records, and notification forwarded to departments impacted by the petition.   

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/official-transcripts/
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ACADEMIC  PROGRAMS  
 

Honors College  
 

The Honors College at Arizona Christian University offers students a distinctive experience of 
academic challenge grounded in Christian community. Students benefit from the Honors CollegeɄs 
small group discussions of primary texts drawn from our Christian and Western heritage  ȿ 
conversations that draw on Scripture from beginning to end. Honors College students participate in 
a community of Christians who share a commitment to faith seeking understanding  ȿ always 
beginning with  faith as a prerequisite to a proper understanding of God and his creation.  
 
The Honors College  emphasize s the intentional formation of intellect and character to ensure that 
students understand  the fundamental ideas of the Christian faith, experience  the life -changing 
impact of ɇthe faith once delivered to the saintsɈ (Jude 1:3), and evaluate  how these ideas prepare 
them for their future service to Christ and his Kingdom. Only by disciplined investigation and 
continuous reflection will students  become steadfast servants who faithfully transform culture with 
truth - specifically The Truth embodied in Jesus Chri st. 
 
Each semester, Honors College students enroll in a 3 -unit Honors seminar. The seminar meets 
regularly during the academic term, supplemented by periodic 2 -3 day off -campus intensives. The 
Honors College Director arranges the specific dates and times of the intensives each semester. 
Students in the Honors College also receive opportunities to study, reflect, and form community 
through additional on - and off -campus activities.  
 
Each intensive will  include 10 -15 hours of discussion and reflection time focused on one or two 
books or themes, as well as time dedicated to various spiritual disciplines - especially solitude and 
silence. Because of the central role that intensives  have in the program's activities and satisfying 
course requirements, attendance at and participation in scheduled intensives is required for Honors 
College students enrolled in an Honors seminar course. Makeup work cannot be offered except in 
extreme emergencies. Students with multiple absences from intensives may be removed from the 
program.  
 
Honors College students share classes in the C ORE and in their majors with their peers in other 
programs at the university. Honors seminar courses cannot be substituted for other ACU course 
requirements, including C ORE requirements.  
 
Students can request the designation of ɇHonors College GraduateɈ on their transcripts by 
petitioning the Honors College Director. Students can submit petitions if they have completed at 
least 6 Honors seminars (18 credits) . Transfer students must complete at least 4 Honors seminars 
(12 credits) in order to petition. Students admitted to the Honors College for Fall 2025 who graduate 
prior to Spring 2028 may submit petitions with fewer credits , as long as they have completed Honors 
seminars every semester from Fall 2025 until graduation.  
 
All Honors seminars include a course/programming fee per semester to aid in covering the Honors 
College programming costs each semester. (See the current ACU schedule of tuition and fees on the 
ACU website at https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student -financial -services/ .) This fee is not 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/student-financial-services/
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covered by financial aid or scholarships. ACU will waive any overage charges (the cost for signing up 
for more than 18 credit hours in a single semester) resulting from  Honors seminar courses . 
 

Fields of Study and Program Formats  
 

Arizona Christian University offers 18 fields of studies in multiple program formats.  
 
¶ Certificates  

o Certificate programs are relatively short -term programs (3 to 9 months) that focus 
on a specific field of study.  

 
¶ Associate Degrees  

o An associate degree is generally a 2 -year program comprised of 62 lower division 
(100/200 level) credit hours.  

 
¶ BachelorɄs Degrees 

o A bachelorɄs degree is generally a 4-year program comprised of 120 credit hours.  
BachelorɄs programs include a major field of study with optional minors and/or 
concentrations.  

 
¶ Post-Baccalaureate  Programs  

o A post -baccalaureate program is designed for individuals who have a bachelor's 
degree  or higher (in any area) from an accredited university and would like to 
continue taking courses for a targeted study to prepare for a licensure or to 
strengthen their aca demic transcript.  

o Students enrolled in a fifth -year, post -baccalaureate teacher education program or 
post -baccalaureate certification program are allowed to register for up to 9 credits 
of elective courses throughout their program to round out their educational 
experience. ACU encourages students to use these elective courses to take LIA 102 
(online) or LIA 105 (traditional) and other biblical studies courses.  

 
¶ Graduate Degrees  

o Information on ACUɄs graduate programs can be found in the ACU Graduate Catalog , 
published separately.  

 
Many of these programs are offered in multiple formats or a combination of formats. The course 
content and academic rigor is the same in any format the class is offered.  
 

¶ Undergraduate (traditional) programs are typically composed of classes in a 16 -week, in -
person classroom setting.  

¶ Undergraduate -nontraditional programs are typically composed of classes in an 8 -week 
online format.  

¶ Post-baccalaureate programs may be offered in a hybrid of either format.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
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CERTIFICATES 
 

Certificate programs are concise, short -term programs with courses that target an area of study. 
ACU may offer certificates on a for -credit or non -credit basis.  
 
ACU currently offers certificate programs  for credit  in the following areas:  
 
¶ Biblical Studies  ȿ Undergraduate , Undergraduate -Nontraditional  
¶ Business Administration  - Undergraduate , Undergraduate -Nontraditional  

 
For a detailed list of the courses required for the certificates listed above, please refer to the 
program check sheets in Appendix A . 
 
For a list and details of non -credit certificates, please contact the Department of Adult Education.  
 

ASSOCIATE DEGREE S 
 

An associate degree consists of a required C ORE: Christian liberal arts courses and Bible courses 
that are foundational to a Christian education. In addition, the associate degree provides students 
with ample opportunity to take elective courses allowing for greater flexibility and more choices for 
students. ACU currently offers associate degrees in  the following areas : 
 
¶ Biblical Studies  (AA) ȿ Undergraduate, Undergraduate -Nontraditional  
¶ Early Childhood  (AS) ȿ Undergraduate, Undergraduate -Nontraditional  
¶ General Studies  (AA) ȿ Undergraduate, Undergraduate -Nontraditional  

 
For a detailed list of the courses required for the associate degrees listed above, please refer to the 
program check sheets in Appendix A . 
 
Program Learning Goals  
Students who complete an associate degree will be able to:  
¶ describe and explain basic elements of the Christian faith . 
¶ apply a Christian worldview to their lives and careers . 
¶ communicate persuasively in both written and oral contexts . 
¶ demonstrate critical thinking skills . 

 
BACHELOR Ṝí DEGREES 
 
Bachelor of science and bachelor of arts degrees at Arizona Christian University are offered in a wide 
range of departments and programs. For a detailed list of the courses required for each major, 
please refer to the program check sheets in Appendix A . 
 
Components of a BachelorɄs Degree 
There are three main aspects of academic study required for a student to graduate from Arizona 
Christian University (ACU) with a bachelorɄs degree. First, students must take the general education 
courses which constitute the CORE: Christian Liberal Arts cu rriculum, which includes the biblical and 
theological studies curriculum. Next, students fulfill courses within a program major (with optional 
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concentrations and/or minors), which provides essential knowledge and the requisite skills 
necessary to succeed in a chosen career or in preparation for graduate studies. Finally, in many 
programs, students will take elective courses that afford them with opportunities to explore 
different fields of study, obtain dual degrees, receive multiple minors, and take courses within a pre -
professional track (e.g., pre -law, pre -med).  
 
CORE: CHRISTIAN LIBERAL ARTS CURRICULUM 
At ACU, students are required to take general education courses consisting of the CORE: Christian 
Liberal Arts curriculum and biblical and theological studies courses that will result in a Bible minor 
for every four -year student.  Every undergraduate degree offered at Arizona Christian University 
requires all or part of the CORE curriculum. Connected to ACUɄs F.I.R.E. core values, the CORE 
educates the whole student and helps students grow theologically, spiritually, personally, soc ially, 
and intellectually.  Furthermore, the CORE reclaims a Christian worldview of the liberal arts and 
connects ACUɄs vision, mission, core commitments, values, and community covenant to learning 
goals. 
 
The CORE falls under the Department of Christian Liberal Arts . The Bible minor falls under the 
Department of Biblical and Theological Studies.  
 
PROGRAM MAJORS (MINIMUM 30 CREDITS) 
Program majors provide the essential knowledge and requisite skills necessary to succeed in a 
chosen career or to pursue graduate studies. Program majors equip students to influence their 
community, state, nation , and world through the church, business, government, education, 
healthcare , media, the arts, and every area of society.  
 
Program majors include at least 30 credits. Fifteen credits in the major must be upper division (300 -
400 level). All students are required to have a 2.0 or higher cu mulative grade  point average. All 
courses in the academic major must be completed with a grade of ɇCɈ or higher. 
 
CONCENTRATIONS, EMPHASES, DISCIPLINES, TRACKS, AND M INORS 
Some of the Arizona Christian University degree programs have options for or require additional 
areas of study. These study areas serve to expand the studentɄs horizons beyond his or her  degree 
or, in some instances, are necessary to fulfill the major's requirements. Study areas are designated 
as concentrations, emphases , disciplines, tracks, or minors , and their use s depend on the major. 
The term used predominately at ACU is concentrations, with emphases primarily used within 
education degrees, and discipline s used within the domain of the Interdisciplinary Studies degrees.  
Tracks are advising guides used to assist a student in a specific area of focus , while minors are 
secondary, stand -alone  areas of study distinct from the major.  
 
¶ Concentrations  are closely associated with an academic major and serve to focus, direct, 
and orient a studentɄs studies. Concentrations can be no less than 18 hours and no more 
than half of the major's total hours. Fifty percent of a concentrationɄs courses must be upper 
division. A concentration is connected to an academic program and, therefore, cannot be 
taken separately. Concentrations are listed on the studentɄs diploma and transcript and are 
approved by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC).  
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¶ Emphases are generally less than 15 hours, do not require a specific number of upper -
division courses, are connected to the studentɄs academic program, and, therefore , cannot 
be taken separately. Emphases enable students to add specific skills/knowledge to their 
degree, usually in education, but do not function to orient the program as concentrations 
do. Emphases are not considered distinct programs of study, are not li sted on the student's 
diploma or transcript, and may require HLC approval.  
 

¶ Disciplines  are fields of study consisting of at least 18 credits and are only offered within the 
Interdisciplinary Studies degree. Disciplines are generally equivalent to existing minors , but 
they can be customized, advisor -approved fields of study taken from courses found in the 
university catalog. Completion of all classes in the discipline is required for degree 
completion. Disciplines are listed on the student's transcript.  
 

¶ Tracks are advising guides used to assist a student interested in a specific focus (for example , 
completing prerequisites for a postgraduate partner, such as a seminary). Completion of a 
track is not necessary for degree completion, and it is not listed on the student's diploma or 
transcript.  

 
¶ Minors are stand -alone fields of study consisting of 15 to 21 credits and must have a 

minimum of six upper -division credits. Minors serve as a secondary field of study, allowing 
the student to pursue other areas of interest. Minors are not considered a second maj or of 
study and must come from either an existing HLC approved program or courses offered in 
the university catalog. Minors do not require HLC approval.  
 

DECLARING A MAJOR /MINOR/CONCENTRATION  
 
Procedures for declaring a major, minor, or concentration at ACU vary with departmental and 
program requirements. Some majors are open and may be declared at any time by any matriculated 
student in good standing (not on academic probation). Other majors re quire additional , specific 
prerequisites that may include coursework to be completed at ACU, a minimum GPA, interviews, or 
auditions. These majors may be competitive, and meeting the minimum requirements does not 
always guarantee admission.  
 
Students may choose to change their major/minor/concentration by consulting with their 
Enrollment Management Specialist (EMS) in order to submit a Declaration of Major form with the 
Office of the Registrar. Students who change their major after the completion of any courses at ACU 
must acknowledge that this may delay their completion date and that some previously taken classes 
may not cou nt towards the new major. Changing the studentɄs major will also move the student to 
the current Academic Catalog.  
 
Changes to a student's major, concentration, and/or minor for the current  catalog  year must be 
submitted prior to mid -term of the spring semester. Any declaration of major submitted after this 
date will move the student to the requirements  of the following catalog year. The department chair  
or dean of the new major/minor may grant permission for the student to remain in the current 
catalog year under extenuating  circumstances.  
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ELECTIVES 
 
Elective courses complement required coursework and help students to meet total degree 
requirements. Students may normally select electives from any academic area , provided they have 
the necessary preparation and required prerequisites. Electives generally do not fulfill the CORE: 
Christian Liberal Arts curriculum, the Biblical and Theological Studies minor, or the specific 
requirements of a major. However, elective courses afford students opportunities to explore 
different fields of study, obtain dual degr ees, receive minors or multiple minors, and take courses 
within a pre -professional track (e.g., pre -law, pre -med). There are times when electives may be 
restricted by a department to enable students to fulfill degree or certificate requirements.  
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Undergraduate Areas of Study  
 

The College of Arts and Humanities  
 

Department of Christian Liberal Arts  
¶ English (on -campus only)  
¶ Interdisciplinary Studies (online and on -campus)  
¶ CORE Curriculum  
¶ History and Philosophy Curriculum  
¶ Modern Languages Curriculum  

 
Department of Political Science  
¶ Criminal Justice (on -campus only)  
¶ Political Science (on -campus only)  

 
Department of Biblical and Theological Studies  
¶ Biblical and Theological Studies (online and on -campus)  
¶ Christian Ministries (online and on -campus)  
¶ Spiritual Formation (on -campus only)  

 
Department of Music  
¶ Music (on -campus only)  
¶ Music Composition and Theory (on -campus only)  
¶ Music Education and Pedagogy (on -campus only)  
¶ Music Technology (on -campus only)  
¶ Performance : Voice, Piano, Strings (on -campus only)  
¶ Worship (on -campus only)  

 
The Shelly Roden School of Education and Professional Studies  
 

Department of Business Administration  
¶ Business Administration (online and on -campus)  
¶ Communication (on -campus only)  
¶ Entrepreneurship  (online and on -campus)  
¶ Management (online and on -campus)  
¶ Marketing (online and on -campus)  
¶ Organizational Leadership ( on-campus only ) 
¶ Sport Management (on -campus only)  

 
Department of Education and Mathematics  
¶ Early Childhood (online and on -campus)  
¶ Elementary Education (online and on -campus)  
¶ Secondary Education (online and on -campus)  
¶ Mathematics Curriculu m 
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Department of Family Studies and Child Development  
¶ Child Development  (online and on -campus)  
¶ Family Studies /Marriage and Family (online and on -campus)  

 
Department of Natural and Psychological Sciences  
¶ Biology (online and on -campus)  
¶ Counseling (online and on -campus)  
¶ Exercise Physiology and Human Performance  (on-campus only)  
¶ Psychology (online and on -campus)  
¶ Sport Psychology (on -campus only)  
¶ Science Curriculum  
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THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND 
HUMANITIES  
 
The College of Arts and Humanities instructs every learner at  Arizona Christian University. The 
university  employ s the classical liberal arts approach to various disciplines by framing and 
constructing each program from  a biblical worldview perspective. In addition to the specific majors 
and minors offered by the College of Arts and Humanities, every student at Arizona Christian 
University, regardless of his or her  degree program, will participate in the core curriculum of the 
university  known as the CORE: Christian Liberal Arts curriculum . 
 

Department of Christian Liberal Arts  
 
Arizona Christian University professors help undergraduates live biblically changed lives. Through 
ACUɄs liberal arts curriculum , students are grounded in a biblical worldview and prepared to assess, 
evaluate,  and create culture within their sphere of influence. In their first year at Arizona Christian 
University , all undergraduates learn the narrative of the Bible, the  Apostles Creed, and a 
philosophical framework to understand divergent worldviews. Students will also be equipped with 
spiritual growth skil ls to effectively walk out their faith as disciples of Jesus and trained to impart 
those skills to others.  Through out  their next  four semesters , students examine the intersection of 
faith, reason, and culture as they explore the  human narrative from the ancient Greek and Hebrew 
cultures, through several epochs of history, right  down to the current American 21st century 
context. The interdisciplinary approach of the humanities  courses at ACU weave together theology, 
history, philosophy, art, literature, and politics through the  curriculum. Every senior completes a 
capstone project which brings his or her  entire ACU education into one  comprehensive learning 
experience.  
 
MAJORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN LIBERAL ARTS  
 
English  Major  
 
A major  in English offers students the opportunity to explore the history of the written word and 
practice its present applications. By employing a Christian worldview, students will also be prepared 
to share their faith as they enter the professional world. The program is composed of 39 credit 
hours, which cover diverse areas of English study.  
 
In the core requirements, students will gain a basic understanding of the history of Western 
literature and a variety of reading techniques. The rest of the major comprises studies of major 
authors, cultural themes, literary genres, and advanced writing sk ills. This well -rounded approach 
allows students to investigate their personal interests, while also preparing them for a variety of 
future reading and writing endeavors.  
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ENGLISH MAJOR LEARNING GOALS 
As students progress through the English program, they will learn to:  

¶ Analyze a variety of written texts and understand a variety of rhetorical strategies.  
¶ Communicate ideas clearly in written and spoken form, as well as in other modes of 

production.  
¶ Engage with competing ideas and exhibit careful discernment in forming arguments.  
¶ Collaborate with others effectively to employ unique strategies and accomplish creative 

goals. 
¶ Apply truthful, ethical, and value -based procedures when engaging in practical tasks.  
¶ Demonstrate their faith in academic, social, and professional situations.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE ENGLISH MAJOR 
While there is no formal application process for admittance into the major, students normally begin 
the major in the fall of their sophomore year. Before enrolling in courses in the major, it is expected 
that students have completed ENG 101 and ENG 102, as  well as COM 100.  
 
Interdisciplinary  Studies  Major  
 
The Interdisciplinary Studies ( IDS) degree program present s the opportunity for students to work 
with their academic advisors to design a course of study to meet their specific vocational and 
educational goals. Students complete four IDS core courses that support the development of critical 
thinking, research evaluation, and effective communication. Student s also choose two areas of 
study from any of the minors offered by ACU. Additionally, the program allows for a student -selected 
series of elective course s to complete the IDS program.  
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES MAJOR LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Demonstrate holistic, critical, logical, and creative thinking through reading, speaking, and 
writing (print and online) , while integrating a biblical worldview.  

¶ Investigate and synthesize constructs and processes from diverse academic disciplines.  
¶ Describe and evaluate major historical and contemporary human ideas, ethical systems, and 

philosophies.  
¶ Examine and experience career opportunities related to their chosen academic disciplines.  
¶ Evaluate discipline -specific research literature and produce original research and 

arguments.  
 

ADMISSION TO THE INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES MAJOR 
There are no further admission requirements for the Interdisciplinary Studies major beyond 
admission to the university.  
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MINORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN LIBERAL ARTS  
 
English Minor  
A minor in English develops mastery of reading, writing, and thinking ȿ skills that translate to diverse 
fields of employment. A strong background in English equips individuals for jobs that involve 
creating content, investigating new information, empathiz ing with others, solving problems, and 
communicating ideas.  
 
History Minor  
The History minor gives student s an understanding of U.S. History, while allowing them to choose 
from a variety of historical topics  including  world history,  the  history of the Church and Christianity, 
and  U.S. government.  
 

OTHER CURRICULUM IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN 
LIBERAL ARTS  
 
CORE: Christian Liberal Arts  Curriculum  
The CORE: Christian Liberal Arts curriculum  is designed to strategically equip students to transform 
culture with truth by studying human experience and the development of ideas throughout human 
history  and to think critically and biblically along the way. Rather than specific and narrowly focused 
studies offered in skill -oriented degree programs, the liberal arts CORE program at ACU is purposely 
broad to enable students to synthesize and connect course content from one discipline to another.  
 
At the conclusion of the CORE, students participate in a capstone experience in which they 
synthesize all they have learned about the evolution of human ideas and philosophies, significant 
historical events and scientific discoveries, and differing artisti c reactions to the events and ideas of 
each period of human history (including literature, visual art, and music), and filter these lessons 
through a biblical worldview lens and the truth of Scripture.  
 
History and Philosophy Curriculum  
The Department of Christian Liberal Arts houses two non -degree academic areas: history and 
philosophy. These courses meet a variety of student needs:  

¶ HIS and PHI courses provide the coursework needed by secondary education majors to 
become highly qualified in social sciences.  

¶ Students can complete any courses in the department for elective credit to meet university 
graduation requirements.  

 
Modern Languages Curriculum  
The university offers a variety of foreign language courses , supporting the CORE: Christian Liberal 
Arts curriculum . 
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Department of Political Science  
 
The Department of Political Science  teach es each course from a distinctly biblical perspective that 
purposefully integrates the biblical worldview. Students are equipped for significant Christian 
influence through the study of political ideas, government institutions, and the importance of faith 
in  the public square. ACUɄs political science curriculum is guided by biblical virtues regarding 
character and vocation. Graduates translate their passion for politics into significant Christian 
influence in their cities, their states, and  their nation, and around the world.  
 
MAJORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  
 
Political Science Major  
 
The political science department practices three emphases. First, w e are Christian. Students develop 
a biblical worldview understanding of government to embrace the intersection of faith and politics. 
Second, we are American. Students appreciate the systems, processes, and institutions established 
and maintained by the U.S. Constitution. Third, w e are practical. Students acquire the personal skills, 
theoretical capacity, and historical knowledge necessary for significant influence.  
 
POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Develop, formalize, and integrate the biblical worldview in the study of political science , and 
articulate multiple perspectives on how faith, especially Christianity, and politics intersect 
from a historical perspective and make application to modern politics.  

¶ Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the uniqueness of the American system of 
government and the U.S. Constitution, and incorporate that foundational understanding in 
scholarship, public policy analysis, political communication, civic participation, and oth er 
avenues of political engagement and influence.  

¶ Apply core knowledge to contemporary political issues and debates and select important 
questions for study; accurately assess and persuasively apply relevant evidence; and 
construct compelling Scriptural and public arguments in support of a particular posi tion 
both in written and oral form.  

¶ Integrate an understanding of the role of media and new technology in American politics, 
specifically in the electoral process, political communication, the political process, and other 
areas of government.  

¶ Identify the theoretical traditions, debates, and approaches used in the study of political 
science, and utilize a variety of sources to produce a thorough bibliography of quality 
resources related to a political topic of interest.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Political Science program beyond admission 
to the university.  
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Political Science Major/Concentration in Criminal Justice  
 
The criminal justice concentration  offers a foundational understanding of the American criminal 
justice system. Students explore criminology, legal procedures, the Bill of Rights, and ethical 
standards for law enforcement and other public servants. Grounded in ACUɄs Christian mission, the 
curriculum integrates a biblical worldview with criminal justice studies, encouraging thoughtful 
reflection on free will, justice, redemption, and human nature.  
 
POLITICAL SCIENCE/CONCENTRATION IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
In addition to the learning goals in the Political Science major, students who complete the 
Concentration in Criminal Justice will be able to:  

¶ Understand how laws are created, the history of law enforcement, the court system, and the 
changing philosophies of the American correctional system.  

¶ Identify and describe the major components of the criminal justice process.  
¶ Describe the governmental structure and its relationship to the criminal justice system.  
¶ Identify and describe the basic provisions of Amendments I, II, IV, V, VI, VIII, and XIV of the 

U.S. Constitution.  
¶ Describe the interrelationships and missions of the federal (including the Department of 

Homeland Security), state, and local law enforcement systems.  
¶ Use critical thinking, creative and logical analysis, strategies, techniques, and the application 

of theory to solve complex problems related to police officer responsibilities.  
¶ Discuss the ideals of justice and apply standards of ethical behavior to situations common 

to the profession of criminal justice.  
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Pre-Professional Advising  
 
Pre-law is not an official major, minor, emphasis, or program of study at ACU. However, the 
university provides informal support for students preparing to apply to law school through the 
guidance of the pre-law advisor who is registered with the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) and 
through opportunities offered by the student -led Pre -Law Society.  
 
Students interested in pursuing a professional post -baccalaureate degree may use the information 
provided below as a guideline of admission requirements that vary by school. It is important that 
students verify specific admissions requirements directly wit h each graduate and professional 
school.  
 

Graduate or 
Professional 

Area of 
Study  

Prerequisite 
Course Work  

Exposure 
to 

Profession  

Standardized 
Tests 

Application 
Process 

Application 
Time Frame  

Letters of 
Recom-

mendation  
Interviews  

Law 

English 
Communication 
History  
Language 
Mathematics  
Philosophy  
Political Science 
Psychology  
Science 
Sociology  

Expected  
Law School 
Admissions 
Test (LSAT) 

Law School 
Admissions 
Council (LSAC) 
Law School 
Data 
Assembly 
Service 
(LSDAS) 

March 1 of 
the year of 
desired  
admission  

Required  Most 
require  

 
Law  
 
Admission to law school is highly competitive and requires intentional academic and extracurricular 
preparation. While pre -law is not an official program at ACU, students are supported through 
personalized guidance from the pre-law advisor and the student -led Pre -Law Society.  
 
In keeping with ACUɄs Christian mission, pre-law advising encourages students to consider how faith 
informs their understanding of justice, service, and leadership. Students are urged to pursue 
coursework that develops their ability to speak with clarity, write with insight, and read with 
discernment. Recommended courses vary based on a studentɄs major and may include political 
science, criminal justice, business law, behavioral studies, economics, history, logic, and psychology. 
Academic advisors work clos ely with students to ensure they are completing the requirements of 
their chosen major while preparing for law school.  
 
Students are also encouraged to seek out extracurricular experiences that reflect Christian values 
of service and stewardship. These may include community involvement, legal internships, 
leadership roles, and active participation in the ACU Pre -Law Society . 
 
Law schools require the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). For more information and registration, 
visit the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) at www.lsac.org . Students should not apply to law 
school without completing the necessary academic and personal preparation. For additional 
guidance on pre -professional pathways, contact the ACU Admissions Advising Center.  

https://www.lsac.org/
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MINORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  
 
Criminal Justice  Minor  
The criminal justice minor prepares students for a career that keeps pace with this dynamic field, 
whether in law enforcement and community policing, careers in law and legal work, or work in public 
policymaking or serving in government.  
 
Political Science  Minor  
A minor in political science prepares students  for significant Christian influence in government, law, 
and politics. Students will e xplore the intersection of faith and politics, while being grounded in the 
ideas, values, and institutions of the American system of government and politics more generally.   
 

Department of Biblical and Theological 
Studies  
 
The Department of Biblical and Theological Studies provides programs in the areas of biblical and 
theological studies, Christian ministries, and spiritual formation. All faculty members are evangelical 
Christians but realize that intellectual honesty deman ds students be exposed to differing points of 
view to prepare them for contemporary life.  
 

MAJORS AND CONCENTRATIONS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
BIBLICAL STUDIES  
 
Biblical and Theological Studies Major  
A major in Biblical and Theological Studies compliments the unique liberal arts curriculum (the 
CORE) by offering a contemporary, academic study of the Bible. The Bible is studied using the literal -
grammatical -historical method of interpretation. Courses p rovide foundational knowledge of the 
Old and New Testament, which affords a basis on which to construct well -reasoned theological 
principles and personal applications. In addition, students  will develop an understanding of other 
worldviews, religions, and contemporary issues. All faculty are conservative evangelical Christians 
but realize that intellectual honesty demands that students be  expose d to differing points of view 
in order to prepare them for contemporary life.  
 
BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
¶ Knowledge: The student will demonstrate a working knowledge of the historical, literary, and 

theological content of the Bible so that he or she can competently articulate a biblical 
worldview.  

¶ Character: The student will learn to encounter God through the Scriptures so that the 
studentɄs soul is shaped by its teaching. 
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¶ Action: Students will be empowered, not only with the ability to know and be changed by the 
Scriptures, but also to bring them to bear in the church and in the world to teach and change 
others.  
 

ADMISSION TO THE BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Biblical and Theological Studies program  
beyond admission to the university.  
 
Dallas Theological Seminary 4+1 and 4+2 Program s 
 
Arizona Christian University (ACU) and Dallas Theological Seminary (DTS) have partnered to offer an 
academic collaboration that will allow ministry -minded students to graduate with both a bachelorɄs 
and masterɄs degree in just 5-6 years. This program will fast -track future Christian leaders in their 
journey to complete their education and enter full -time ministry equipped and empowered to serve 
the Kingdom.  For more information , see www.arizonachristian.edu/dts/ . 
 
Biblical and Theological Studies  Major /Concentration in Biblical Languages  
 
The Concentration in Biblical Languages enhances the academic study of the Bible by delving deeper 
into the languages of the Bible. Students will study biblical Hebrew, in addition to more in -depth 
study of New Testament Greek.  
 
BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES MAJOR/CONCENTRATION IN BIBLICAL LANGUAGES LEARNING 

GOALS 
In addition to the overall learning goals of the Biblical and Theological Studies program, students in 
the Biblical Languages concentration will:  

¶ Develop their ability to understand advanced syntactical and exegetical elements which 
impact the interpretation of New Testament passages . 

¶ Develop a basic reading and translation knowledge of biblical Hebrew . 
 

ADMISSION TO THE BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES/CONCENTRATION IN BIBLICAL LANGUAGES 

PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Concentration in Biblical Languages beyond 
admission to the Biblical and Theological Studies program.  
 
Biblical and Theological Studies  Major /Concentration in Theology  
 
The Concentration in Theology enhances the academic study of the Bible by delving deeper into the 
origins and development of significant doctrines within Christianity , including but not limited to the 
role of the law, Christology, soteriology, and eschatology.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/dts/
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BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES/CONCENTRATION IN THEOLOGY PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
In addition to the overall learning goals of the Biblical and Theological Studies program, students in 
the Theology concentration will:  

¶ Examine the development of Christian doctrines and apply them to the life of the church 
today.  
 

ADMISSION TO THE BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES/CONCENTRATION IN THEOLOGY PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Concentration in Theology beyond admission 
to the Biblical and Theological Studies program.  
 
Christian Ministries Major  
 
The Christian Ministries major is designed for students who desire to minister in the local church or 
in church -related ministries. The Christian Ministries major core includes the philosophical and 
theological bases of ministry and focuses on the practical aspects of putting theory into practice in 
the real world.  
 
CHRISTIAN M INISTRIES PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
¶ Knowledge: The student will demonstrate a working knowledge of the historical, literary, and 

theological content of the Bible so that he or she can competently articulate a biblical 
worldview.  

¶ Character: The student will learn to encounter God through the Scriptures so that the 
studentɄs soul is shaped by its teaching. 

¶ Action: Students will be empowered, not only with the ability to know and be changed by the 
Scriptures, but also to bring them to bear in the church and in the world to teach and change 
others.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE CHRISTIAN M INISTRIES PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Christian Ministries program beyond 
admission to the university.  
 

MINORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF BIBLICAL STUDIES  
 
Biblical and Theological Studies  Minor  
A central, supporting component of the universityɄs vision to transform culture with truth is its 
biblical and theological studies curriculum. If students are to transform culture with truth as they 
enter the public square, they must each be equipped with a working knowledge of the Christian 
scriptures. These bodies of knowledge emerging from the Bible will equip each ACU student with 
the truth of GodɄs word, empowering them toward Spirit-filled, cultural transformation in their 
respective vocations. Biblic al and theological studies courses are clustered with the Core: Christian 
Liberal Arts courses. Four -year students who take the full biblical and theological studies curriculum 
will be awarded a biblical and theological studies minor, which will appear on their transcript.  
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Biblical Studies Intensive  Minor  
The Biblical Studies Intensive minor is designed for students who wish to delve deeper into the Bible 
than what is provided by the Biblical and Theological Studies minor required of all 4 -year students, 
while pursuing a major in another field.  
 
Christian Ministries  Minor  
A minor in Christian ministries prepares students to minister in the local church or in church -related 
ministries.  
 
Spiritual Formation Minor  
The spiritual formation minor allows students to deepen their relationship with God while pursuing 
a major for their careers. The minor draws from the Bible/Theology, Human Development/Family, 
and Behavior al/Social Science programs.    
 

OTHER CURRICULUM IN THE DEPARTMENT OF BIBLICAL 
STUDIES 
 
Biblical and Theological Studies Certificate  
The Certificate in Biblical Studies is ideal for church lay leaders, elders, and ministers without formal 
training. This certificate provides a foundational biblical education and consists of six courses that 
may be completed online, on campus, or in any c ombination of those two modalities. Certificate 
coursework may be applied toward an undergraduate degree, so this certificate is ideal for those 
who would like to find out if a full undergraduate degree is something they would like to pursue.  
 

Department of Music  
 
The Department of Music offers a biblically integrated music education that prepares students for 
ministry and professional occupations. All music majors acquire core music skills in music theory, 
ear training, basic piano, music history, music technology, and private lesson instruction. Each 
semester s tudents are required to participate in performance ensembles that may include praise 
bands, advance bands, chorale, chamber singers, jazz band, musical theater, string ensembles, 
symphonic winds band, developmental band, pep band, a nd drumline.  
 
The Department of Music provides music and technology support for ACU events (chapel, student 
body activities, athletics, marketing, recruitment, etc.). Students are given ample performance 
opportunities in all musical styles to develop learned skills.  
 
Music Program Learning Goals  
 

¶ Students will demonstrate musicianship mastery in the following:  
o Theory (reading, singing, analyzing, composing) . 
o History (events and style characteristics by time period) . 
o Literature (genre, composer , and representative works) . 
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¶ Students will exhibit career specific music technology skills necessary to write music, 
produce live or recorded music, and share music.  

¶ Students will present excellent solo and ensemble performances that are self -committed, 
audience -communicative, and collaborative. Excellence applies to all performance areas in 
music.  

¶ Students will express a biblically oriented  philosophy of music and its application in chosen 
participation.  

¶ Students will apply training to determine career goals, take steps to ward  a selected field, 
and establish a life -long learning plan.  

 
Music Department Requirements  
¶ Recital Attendance - All music majors must fulfill the requirements of the course, MUS 199 

Recital Attendance, for each semester of full -time study.  
¶ Performance Ensemble Requirement - All music majors must register and participate in a 

performance ensemble each semester of full -time study, beginning with the first four  
semesters enrolled in MEC 100 Chorale.  Note: If a student has fulfilled all performance 
ensemble requirements within his or her  degree plan, it is expected that each student will 
continue to participate in an ACU performance ensemble of his or her  choosing each semester of 
study. 

 
Admission to the Music Program  
Music auditions are required for admission to the music program and have a two -fold purpose:  

1. For admittance into the ACU music department  
2. To be eligible for a music scholarship  

 
Any high school senior or transfer student who is interested in majoring or minoring in music at ACU 
should schedule a music audition. Scheduled audition dates are available on the ACU website, and 
interested students should RSVP for one of those dates or contact their admissions counselor to 
schedule an alternative audition time. For more information, visit:  

 

www.arizonachristian.edu/music -auditions/  
 
Music Audition Guidelines  
During an audition, students will be encouraged to share their musical dreams and ambitions, in 
addition to any previous musical experience (i.e. , private voice or instrumental lessons, involvement 
in choir or praise bands, etc.). The university's faculty will use this information to assess which 
degree is the best route to enable the student s to reach their goals and prepare them for their 
musical future.  
 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/music-auditions/
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Students must prepare musical selections for their audition. This can include songs for  voice or 
primary instruments , such as piano, violin, band instrument, guitar, etc. Original compositions are 
also welcome. Please review the following information on audition repertoire requirements:  
 
www.arizonachristian.edu/wp -content/uploads/2020/01/Music -Department -Audition -Guidelines -
3.pdf  
 
Students may be asked to perform music rudiments in their audition to demonstrat e their 
knowledge of music and musical skills. Members of the faculty will then decide on class placement 
in such freshman courses as Applied Lessons, Class Piano, Music Theory, Chorale, and Praise Band.  
 
Music Concentration Selection and Acceptance  
Upon acceptance into the ACU Music Department, incoming students must choose their intended 
music concentration. Students are not officially accepted into their chosen music concentration until 
they pass the freshman jury after their second semester. If students fail to pass their jury, they are 
given a second jury attempt after their third semester of study. Once they pass their jury, students 
are officially active and accepted in their concentration. If students fail both the first and second 
jury attempt s, they are placed in the General Music degree.  
 

MAJORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC  
 
Music Major  (General ) 
 
The General Music major offers six paths of focused studies . The Academic Studies elective path  and 
four p erformance elective paths  are designed to equip students for advanced studies in music and 
will complete the coursework necessary to qualify students for graduate level masterɄs programs. 
The General Music Electives option offers students the freedom to explore topics that spark their 
passions and interest. Students can specialize and focus their electives on the following in -depth 
studies : 

¶ Academic Studies  
¶ Piano Performance and Pedagogy  
¶ String Performance  
¶ Vocal Performance: Classical Voice  
¶ Vocal Performance: Commercial Voice  
¶ General Music Electives  

 

MUSIC PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
The student will have:  

¶ A strong foundation in music theory, music history, conducting, and ensemble performance . 
¶ Focused studies of a primary instrument.  

 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Music-Department-Audition-Guidelines-3.pdf
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Music-Department-Audition-Guidelines-3.pdf
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Music Major/ Concentration in Music Composition and Theory  
 
This degree program equips students with the knowledge and skills they need to become arrangers, 
orchestrators, composers, and songwriters. Courses in arranging, orchestration, private 
composition lessons, and film scoring will prepare students to fulfill their musical goals.  
 
MUSIC/CONCENTRATION IN MUSIC COMPOSITION AND THEORY PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS: 
In addition to the learning goals of the Music major, a student in  the  Music Composition and Theory 
concentration will have:  

¶ A strong and comprehensive foundation in music theory and analysis . 
¶ Skills to use modern technology to notate, orchestrate, develop, and record musical ideas . 

 
Music Major/ Concentration in Music Education and Pedagogy  
 
This degree program is designed for students wanting to teach music in charter or public schools. 
Note: To teach in a public school, students will need to include education as a double major or enter a 
post-baccalaureate education program. This generally requires an additional year of coursework and 
student teaching.  
 
MUSIC/CONCENTRATION IN MUSIC EDUCATION AND PEDAGOGY PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS: 
In addition to the learning goals of the Music major, a student in the Music Education and Pedagogy 
concentration will have:  

¶ A strong musical foundation in theory, history, private lesson instruction, and performance 
ensemble . 

¶ Skills in general, choral, and instrumental methods . 
 
Music  Major/ Concentration in Music Technology  
 
This degree program is designed for musicians who require music technology to advance or produce 
their art. When students graduate, they will have the analytical and professional skills for a music 
production -focused career as a producer, music director (M D), recording and mixing engineer, 
studio musician, composer and arranger, and more.  
 
MUSIC/CONCENTRATION IN MUSIC TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS: 
In addition to the learning goals of the Music major, a student in the Music Technology concentration 
will have:  

¶ A strong musical foundation . 
¶ The technical knowledge necessary to compose, produce, multitrack record, digital audio 

edit, and program MIDI beats and software instruments.  
¶ The skills necessary to mix and master multiple digital audio workstation platforms.  
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Music Major/ Concentration in Worship  
 
In this concentration, students will develop the discipline and skills needed to fulfill the role of a 
worship leader in a modern church.  
 
MUSIC/CONCENTRATION IN WORSHIP PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS: 
In addition to the learning goals of the Music major, a student in the Worship concentration will:  

¶ Gain knowledge of and skills in worship leading, praise band development and rehearsal 
techniques, worship planning, and song arrangement . 

¶ Gain knowledge of technologies used in music production, recording, and broadcast . 
¶ Develop a personal and biblically -based philosophy of worship . 

 
MINORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC  
 
Music Minor  
The Music Department offers a general music minor . An audition is not required to declare a music 
minor ; however, music scholarships are available for a music minor , in which case an audition would 
be require d.  
 
Music Technology Minor  
A minor in music technology prepares students to use music technology to advance or produce their 
art.  
 
Worship Minor  
A minor in worship provides an understanding of the role of  the  worship leader in a modern 
church.  
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THE SHELLY RODEN SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION  AND 
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES  
 

Department of Business Administration  
 
MAJORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATION  
 
Programs in the Department of Business Administration are designed for individuals who want to 
serve companies and nonprofit organizations in leadership roles. Coursework in the program is 
designed to develop business skills such as planning, leadership, marketing, and interpreting 
financial results. Programs  are taught through the framework of a Christian worldview, designed to 
help students integrate their faith with their personal and professional lives.  
 
Business Administration Major  
 
Skills needed for success in a business career include quantitative skills, human relations skills, 
analytical and problem -solving skills.  
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
¶ Ethics: Graduating students should have the ability to be ethical decision makers.  
¶ Global/Multicultural Perspective: Graduating students should have a global perspective.  
¶ Communication: Graduating students should be effective communicators both in writing 

and in speaking.  
¶ Critical -Thinking: Graduating students should be critical thinkers who are able to draw 

meaning from information.  
¶ Managerial: Graduating students should be prepared managers who have an understanding 

of the economic, political, regulatory, legal, technological, and social contexts of 
organizations in a global society.  

¶ Leadership: Graduating students should demonstrate their understanding of leadership 
skills and characteristics. They should also think through dilemmas facing leaders as 
depicted in classroom examples or case studies. They should demonstrate leadership 
behavior in te am assignments.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Business Administration program beyond 
admission to the university.  
 



 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  121 

 

Business Administration  Major /Concentration in Entrepreneurship  
 
Entrepreneurship studies challenge the next generation of innovative leaders to learn, understand , 
and apply the processes and procedures of building and launching an entrepreneurial venture. In 
this program, students will take their innovative ideas to the next level and deepen their 
understanding and application of ɇredemptive entrepreneurshipɈ and build the next great concept 
that will have social, financial, environmental , and Kingdom impact.  
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/CONCENTRATION IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
The student will:  

¶ Learn, understand , and apply the processes and procedures of building and launching an 
entrepreneurial venture.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/CONCENTRATION IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Business Administration/ Concentration in 
Entrepreneurship program beyond admission to the university.  
 
Business Administration  Major /Concentration in Management  
 
The Business Administration/Concentration in Management program develops business leaders 
who  are well -adapted to innovation and well -versed in critical thinking and people  management 
with the skills necessary to build a flourishing organization. The programɄs coursework will help 
students develop skills that they can use in day -to -day managerial functions at the executive level 
in a wide variety of fields. Students will also  have the chance to evaluate case studies and utilize 
learning in a real -world scen ario in their final year of study by participating in a capstone project.  
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/CONCENTRATION IN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Student s will  be able to : 

¶ Enhance their leadership skills.  
¶ Apply management theory to effect change.  
¶ Learn business communications.  
¶ Learn HR management.  
¶ Learn organizational behavior.  
¶ Learn strategic financial analysis.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/CONCENTRATION IN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Business Administration/ Concentration in 
Management program beyond admission to the university.  
 
Business Administration  Major /Concentration in Marketing  
 
The Business Administration with a Concentration in Marketing program offers students the 
knowledge and understanding of marketing practices in a variety of business contexts. Its highly 
practical component will allow students to create a table of marketing management strategies, and 
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analysis and evaluation processes and techniques. The creative and strategic thinking aspects of 
this program are at the forefront of marketing management.  
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/CONCENTRATION IN MARKETING PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Approach business with a Christian worldview . 
¶ Evaluate marketing case studies and utilize learned skills in a real -world scenario .  
¶ Acquire skills and knowledge in marketing.  
¶ Learn to promote solutions and proposals for management in the marketing sector.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/CONCENTRATION IN MARKETING PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Business Administration/ Concentration in 
Marketing program beyond admission to the university.  
 
Communication  Major  
 
A major  in Communication allow s students to explore and understand todayɄs mediated world  and 
how the Christian faith can inform oneɄs response. All students learn basic speaking, research, 
writing , and multimedia production skills , as well as advanced concepts such as ethical decision -
making in professional communication contexts and how the Christian faith informs media  use. 
Students also complete internship s related to their respective  interests , practically  deepen ing their 
learning experience.  

 
COMMUNICATION MAJOR LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Excel at public speaking, demonstrating skilled command of persuasive speaking 
techniques, non -verbal communication concepts, and supplemental technology.  

¶ Excel at written communication, demonstrating command of the written word in both 
academic and professional communication contexts.  

¶ Demonstrate excellence in content creation in speaking, writing, or multi -media contexts.  
¶ Demonstrate excellence in the integration of the Christian faith with their coursework.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE COMMUNICATION MAJOR 
There is no formal application process for admittance into the Communication program beyond the 
university Ʉs admission requirements .  
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Organizational Leadership Major  
 
Through academic study and personal reflection, students will analyze and integrate personal, 
organizational, and global realities into a holistic view of leadership and learn to lead collaboratively 
to accomplish desired outcomes and goals.  
 
ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
¶ Ethics: Graduating students should have the ability to be ethical decision makers.  
¶ Global/Multicultural Perspective: Graduating students should have a global perspective.  
¶ Communication: Graduating students should be effective communicators both in writing 

and in speaking.  
¶ Critical -Thinking: Graduating students should be critical thinkers who are able to draw 

meaning from information.  
¶ Managerial: Graduating students should be prepared managers who have an understanding 

of the economic, political, regulatory, legal, technological, and social contexts of 
organizations in a global society.  

¶ Leadership: Graduating students should demonstrate their understanding of leadership 
skills and characteristics. They should also think through dilemmas facing leaders as 
depicted in classroom examples or case studies. They should demonstrate leadership 
behavior in te am assignments.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Organizational Leadership program beyond 
admission to the university.  
 
Sport Management/Concentration in Business Administration  
 
Sport Management is a dynamic field involving the interdisciplinary study of the 
management/administration of sport -related organizations and activities. The Sport Management 
degree is designed to develop graduates with strong communication and organizational skills in 
their professional preparation for multi -faceted, sport -related career opportunities.  
 
The degree focuses on the conceptual, managerial, interpersonal, technical, and practical skills that 
prepare students to become visionary leaders in various areas of the sport industry. The Sport 
Management degree prepares students for graduate school and for a variety of sport specialist entry 
positions that focus on the administration of sport activities/programs.  
 
The mission of the Sport Management degree program is to assist ACU students in personal and 
organizational skill development to organize, administer, and facilitate sport programs at the 
corporate, agency, professional, and amateur levels.  
 
The vision of the Sport Management degree program is to prepare ACU students for servant 
leadership opportunities in the sport industry through combining academic theory with practical 
application of management strategies related to achieving personal and sport organizational goals.  
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SPORT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Upon completion of the Sport Management  program, students will be able to:  

¶ Integrate best industry practices for sport management with biblical principles to transform 
the industry with truth as leaders of influence and excellence.  

¶ Synthesize business skills with sport industry knowledge in preparation for a profession in 
the realm of sport business at an entry -level, managerial, or administrative position.  

¶ Demonstrate skills in the organization, administration, and facilitation of sport programs at 
the corporate, agency, professional, and amateur levels.  

¶ Analyze the economic, political, regulatory, legal, technological, and social contexts of sport 
organizations in a global society.  

¶ Apply managerial and leadership skills and characteristics to the business of sport.  
 
ADMISSION TO THE SPORT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Sport Management  program beyond 
admission to the university.  
 
MINORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATION   
 
Business Minor  
A minor in business provides the student with a foundation al knowledge of business practices and 
skills that are applicable to any career.  
 
Communication Minor  
The Communication minor provides students with comprehensive coursework from a variety of 
communication areas, including writing and speaking, media production and content creation, and 
the development of ethical approaches to thoughtful faith -based respon ses to nuanced situations 
in popular culture.  
 
Entrepreneurship Minor  
With a  minor  in entrepreneurship , students learn, understand , and apply the processes and 
procedures of building and launching an entrepreneurial venture that is applicable to any career.  
 
Management Minor  
A minor in management develops skills in innovation, critical thinking , and people -management.  
 
Marketing Minor  
A minor in marketing offers students the knowledge and understanding of marketing practices in a 
variety of business contexts.  
 
Organizational Leadership Minor  
A minor in organizational leadership provides students with a holistic view of leadership and 
provides skills to lead collaboratively and to accomplish desired outcomes and goals.  
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Sport Management Minor  
A minor in sport management provides the foundational aspects of the industry , including 
promotion and sales; legal ; leadership; facility and venue; and financial concepts to the 
management of sport.  

 
OTHER CURRICULUM IN THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS  
ADMINISTRATION  
 
Certificate in Business Administration  
The Certificate in Business Administration is designed to provide business training for various entry -
level positions in business. The program includes an introduction to business, management, 
marketing, and economics.  
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Department of Education  and 
Mathematics  
 
ACUɄs education programs train students in the art and science of teaching through three unique 
distinctives:  
 
¶ Integration:  ACU students will learn how to create lessons that address the whole child with 

emotional, behavioral , and cognitive engagement through the lens of a biblical worldview.  
 
¶ Practicality:  Education majors at Arizona Christian University are taught how theory informs 

instruction. Teaching is more than telling. ACU education faculty are not only professors; 
they are also practitioners. Students learn the most current research -informed practi ces. 

 
¶ Mentoring:  Life-long relationships are created at ACU. These relationships begin in small 

classes with attention to each individual. Students feel free and are encouraged to drop by 
faculty offices, and most do, not only during their tenure as students but also well  after they 
graduate.  

 
Recognizing that teaching skills can be used outside the traditional classroom, Arizona Christian 
University offers both a certified and a non -certified education track. Those who graduate from the 
non -certified program are equipped to impact others throug h a variety of other careers such as 
ministry, nonprofit organizations, government agencies, corporations, youth and family services, 
entrepreneurship , and more.  
 
The ACU education programs are accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Schools. The certification program of study is endorsed by the 
State of Arizona Department of Education and is one of only a few which have been accredited by 
the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) . 
 
Education Program Learning Goals  
¶ The student will recognize how history, trends, diversity, and philosophies of education have  

evolved to formulate a personal, Christian philosophy of education.  
¶ The student will create developmentally appropriate, engaging lessons to teach content 

areas to diverse students based on Arizona State Standards and InTASC standards.  
¶ The student will assess learning resulting from instruction and develop a plan for ongoing 

monitoring and growth.  
¶ Based on essential learned elements of instruction, the student will evaluate an outside 

classroom to determine overall instructional effectiveness.  
¶ The student will demonstrate professional development including self -assessment and the 

ability to collaborate effectively with professional colleagues, parents, and community 
leaders.  
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Education Program Admission Requirements  
All students begin in either the Elementary or Secondary program of study. If a student chooses to 
pursue an Arizona teaching certificate, they follow the procedure below.  
 
In order to become a candidate for the Education degree, students must satisfy the following 
requirements:  

¶ Minimum overall GPA of 2.5.  
¶ GPA of 3.0 in Education  courses. * This is also a requirement for student teaching.  No grade 
below a C in the studentɁs professional education coursework will be accepted. Any course below 
a C must be retaken, and a grade of C or higher must be earned.  

¶ Completion of ENG 101 and ENG 102 with a grade of ɇCɈ or higher (A = 4.0) at ACU or an 
approved institutionally accredited institution of higher learning.  

¶ An Identity Verified Prints (IVP) fingerprint clearance card application must be submitted 
prior to enrollment in classes with field experiences. Once the information is submitted,  it 
can take months for the card to arrive.  

¶ Three (3) letters of recommendation with dispositions.  
¶ Successful completion  of a departmental interview.  

 
By the end of the program:  

¶ Elementary education students must take and have passed the Arizona Subject Knowledge 
and Professional Knowledge Elementary Education Exams.  

¶ Secondary education students must take and have passed the Arizona Subject Knowledge 
and Professional Knowledge Secondary Education Exams.  

 
Education Program Practicum Requirements 
All education majors will be required to complete practicum hours in K -12 classrooms. Th ese 
practicum s are designed to help students gain valuable field experience before they enter their final 
phase of the program, which is student teaching. ALL EDUCATION MAJORS MUST OBTAIN AN IVP 
FINGERPRINT CLEARANCE CARD BEFORE TAKING COURSES REQUIRING A PRACTICUM. For 
instructions on how to apply for an IVP card, click on one of the following links : How to Obtain Your 
IVP or How to Obtain Your IVP - Out -Of-State Process . 
 
The following table lists the courses for which practicum hours are required. There will be class 
assignments associated with the practicum , and a time log signed by the mentor teacher will be 
required as well. The School of Education will assist students  in their  practicum placement s. Email 
ACUEducation@arizonachristian.edu  for more information.  
 

Education Content Courses  
EDU 317 TRADITIONAL 

& ONLINE 
Curriculum and Instruction  10 hrs. 

EDU 415 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Classroom Management  10 hrs. 

EDU 314 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Introduction to the Exceptional Child  3 hrs. in class 
only  

file:///M:/IVP%20cards/Getting%20Your%20IVP/How%20to%20Obtain%20Your%20IVP.pdf
file:///M:/IVP%20cards/Getting%20Your%20IVP/How%20to%20Obtain%20Your%20IVP.pdf
file:///M:/IVP%20cards/Getting%20Your%20IVP/How%20to%20Obtain%20Your%20IVP%20-%20Out-Of-State%20Process.pdf
mailto:ACUEducation@arizonachristian.edu
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Early Childhood Courses  
ECE 265 ONLINE Early Childhood Fieldwork I (Early Literacy)  24 hrs. 

(1 lesson) 
ECE 266 ONLINE Early Childhood Fieldwork II (Human 

Development)  
24 hrs. 

ECE 267 ONLINE Early Childhood Fieldwork III (Learning 
Environments for the Young Child)  

24 hrs. 
(1 lesson) 

ECE 268 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Early Childhood Fieldwork IV (Capstone)  24 hrs. 
(1 lesson) 

Elementary Education Courses  
ECE/EED 
415 

TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Science of Reading 1  10 hrs. 
(Tutoring)  

ECE/EED 
416 

TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Science of Reading 2  15 hrs. 
(1 lesson) 

EDU 418 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Teaching Math in the Classroom for 
Understanding  

15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

ECE/EED 
313 

TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

English Language Arts in the Elementary 
School 

15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

ECE/EED 
314 

TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Science and  Social Studies in  the 
Elementary School  

15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

Secondary Education Courses  
EDU 418 TRADITIONAL 

& ONLINE 
Teaching Math in the Classroom for 
Understanding  

15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

PHE 400 TRADITIONAL Concepts of Physical Education and 
Instruction  

15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

PHE 401 TRADITIONAL Differentiated Instruction for Physical 
Education  

15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 312 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Teaching Bible  in the Secondary School  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson)  

SED 313 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Teaching English in the Secondary School  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 314 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Teaching Math in the Secondary School  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 315 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Teaching Business in the Secondary School  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 317 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Teaching Science in the Secondary School  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 318 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Teaching History in the Secondary School  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 319 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Teaching Political Science in the Secondary 
School 

15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 
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SED 400 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Integrated Literacy in Physical Education  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 402 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Integrated Literacy in Bible  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 403 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Integrated Literacy in English  Language 
Arts  (ELA) 

15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 404 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Integrated Literacy in Mathematics  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 405 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Integrated Literacy in Business  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 407 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Integrated Literacy in Science  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 408 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Integrated Literacy in History  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

SED 409 TRADITIONAL 
& ONLINE 

Integrated Literacy in Political Science  15 hrs.  
(1 lesson) 

 

Student Teaching  
The capstone semester for the Elementary and Secondary Education certified programs is student 
teaching. This semester is different from  a typical semester. The Directed Student Teaching course 
(EED 410 or SED 410) is a nine-credit course, and the corequisite CORE Capstone course (EED 490 or 
SED 490) is a three-credit course. The combination of these two courses is 12 credits. Students are 
allowed a maximum of 15 credits during this semester. These two courses are 16 weeks long for 
both campus and online st udents. Student teachers are expected to be at their placement schools 
for the entire school day every day. Student teachers will be assuming the role of teacher , which 
means that they will arrive when their mentor teacher arrives and leave when their mentor teacher 
leaves. They will be expected to spend time outside the school day attending meetings, preparing 
lessons, and grading. It is for this reason that the s tudent teachers are only allowed to take one 
additional course during this semester. If a stud ent teacher chooses to take another course, it must 
be an evening or online course.  
 
Institutional Recommendation (IR)  
All students who satisfactorily complete the Elementary or Secondary Education certificate program 
at Arizona Christian University will receive an Institutional Recommendation (IR) from the university. 
A program ɇauditɈ will be conducted upon completion of the last program requirement to ensure 
that the student has a 3.0 GPA in required program coursework (including transfer coursework), 
that tuition/fees have been paid in full, and that materials checked out from the library have been 
returned. The IR will  be issued upon completion of the ɇauditɈ and within 45 days of program 
completion.  
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MAJORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
 
Elementary Education Major  
 
The Elementary Education program at Arizona Christian University trains students in the art and 
science of teaching children in first through eighth grades while providing critical coursework to 
deepen knowledge and understanding of the field of education.  
 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
In addition to the Education program learning goals, students in the Elementary Education program 
will be able to:  

¶ Demonstrate professional and pedagogical proficiency in Elementary Education . 
 
ADMISSION TO THE ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM 
Students in the Elementary Education program must meet the admissions requirements for the 
Education program.  
 
Secondary Education Major  
 
The Secondary Education program trains students in the art and science of teaching middle  school  
and high school students while providing critical coursework to deepen knowledge and 
understanding of the field of education.  
 
SECONDARY EDUCATION PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
In addition to the Education program learning goals, students in the Secondary Education program 
will be able to:  

¶ Demonstrate professional and pedagogical proficiency in Secondary Education . 
¶ Demonstrate proficiency in the studentɄs selected content area. 

 
ADMISSION TO THE SECONDARY EDUCATION PROGRAM 
Students in the Secondary Education program must meet the admissions requirements for the 
Education program.  

 

MINORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
 
Early Childhood Education Minor  
A minor in early childhood education trains students in the art and science of teaching children in 
preschool through 3 rd  grade. Fieldwork and classroom observation is required for this minor.  
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Elementary Education Minor  
A minor in elementary education trains students in the art and science of teaching children in first 
through eighth grades. Classroom observation is required in some courses. Student teaching is not 
required for a minor.  
 
Secondary Education Minor  
The minor in secondary education trains students in the art and science of teaching middle and high 
school students. Classroom observation is required in some courses. Student teaching is not 
required for a minor.  
 
Mathematics Minor  
A minor in mathematics provides students with a basis in higher math from Algebra through 
Calculus with the ability to choose to go deeper into an area of their choice.  
 
OTHER CURRICULUM IN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
 
Alternative Certificate  Program  
The alternative certificate program  in elementary or secondary education at ACU is designed for 
individuals who already have a teaching contract but still need to complete the educational 
requirements for state certification  (https://www.azed.gov/educator -certification/alternative -
teaching -certificate ). While the alternative certificate program at ACU leads to state licensure, no 
certificate is awarded by ACU upon  completion of the program. T eaching certificate s are awarded 
by the  Arizona Department of Education when all  requirements have been  met.   
 
Post -Baccalaureate  Program  
The post -baccalaureate  program  is an undergraduate program  designed for individuals who already 
have a degree but want to become teachers. This select combination of undergraduate courses 
trains students in the art and science of teaching children while leading to teacher certification. 
Students choose whether to specialize in elementary or secondary education.  While the  post -
baccalaureate  program  at ACU leads to state licensure, no certificate is awarded by ACU upon 
completion of the program. Teaching certificates a re awarded by the Arizona Department of 
Education when all requirements have been met.   
 
Mathematics Curriculum  
The mathematics curriculum functions to support the CORE: Christian Liberal Arts program as well 
as various ACU majors. While there is not a specific major in mathematics or statistics, the 
mathematics curriculum prepares students to live in and impact the  world around them through 
understanding and making data driven decisions while maintaining a Christian worldview. Courses 
range from the development of numeracy and practical life skills to advanced mathematics. A focus 
on problem solving is integrated in  every mathematics course.  
  

https://www.azed.gov/educator-certification/alternative-teaching-certificate
https://www.azed.gov/educator-certification/alternative-teaching-certificate
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Department of Natural and Psychological 
Sciences  
 
The Department of Natural and Psychological Sciences offers a variety of programs that provide 
students with a strong foundation in science and psychology. The programs in this department are 
designed to prepare students for careers in research, teaching, and industry. Courses are offered in 
biology, chemistry, physics, psychology, and neuroscience. Faculty members are dedicated to 
providing students with a challenging and supportive learning environment that fosters intellectual 
curiosity and critical thinking skills.  
 
MAJORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL AND 
PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE S 
 
Biology Major  
 
A major in biology spans the disciplines of biology, zoology, and botany. The department desires to 
develop students who analyze areas of knowledge that the field of biology affects. The departmentɄs 
goals are for all students to a) be professionally competent, b) bec ome lifelong learners, and c) be 
able to share their faith. This is accomplished by a study of facts and current perspectives in the 
scientific fields , in addition to the Word of God. The outcome of these studies forms  a basis for 
science throu gh the centuries. To be accepted as a biology major, students must have an overall 
GPA of 3.0. All ACU faculty members are Christians who realize that intellectual honesty demands 
that students be exposed to differing points of view in order to prepare them for contemporary life.  
 
Biology classes required for the nontraditional undergraduate  Bachelor of Science in Biology  
program may be offered through an educational collaboration agreement with Arizona  State 
University  (ASU). (Note: Residential students enrolling in an online class that is offered in collaboration 
with ASU must have the permission of the Provost before registering .) These classes will be identified at 
the time of registration  by the delivery method of  ɇASU Online.Ɉ Courses identified for this 
agreement include, but are not limited to  the following : 
 

ACU Course 
ACU 

Hours  ASU Course 
ASU 

Hours  
CHM 151 General Chem istry  I w/ Lab 4 CHM 113 General Chemistry I  4 
CHM 152 General Chem istry  II w/ Lab 4 CHM 116 General Chemistry II  4 
CHM 235 Organic Chem istry  I w/ Lab 4 CHM 233 General Organic Chemistry I/CHM 

237 Lab 
4 

CHM 236 Organic Chem istry  II w/ Lab 4 CHM 234 General Organic Chemistry II/CHM 
238 Lab 

4 

BIO 301 Human Anatomy and 
Physiology I w/ La b 

4 BIO 201 Human Anatomy and Physiology I  4 

BIO 302 Human Anatomy and 
Physiology I I w/ La b 

4 BIO 202 Human Anatomy and Physiology II  4 

MAT 122 Brief Calculus  3 MAT 210 Brief Calculus  3 
BIO 389 Biochemistry  4 BCH 361 Advance Principles of 

Biochemistry/BCH 367 Lab  
4 
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BIO 320 Microbiology w / Lab 5 MIC 205 Microbiology/MIC 206 Lab  4 
PHY 111 General Physics I w / Lab 4 PHY 111 General Physics/PHY 113 Lab 4 
PHY 112 General Physics II w / Lab 4 PHY 112 General Physics/PHY 114 Lab 4 

 
BIOLOGY PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Students will:  

¶ Grow in their understanding of life processes at different levels of structural organization.  
¶ Collaborate with faculty in research and grow in their ability to carry out scientific 

investigation of living systems beyond what is possible in regular courses.  
¶ Present the findings and implications of scientific research through written research reports, 

oral presentations , and scientific posters.  
¶ Identify and describe a wide range of controversies, positions , and approaches to the 

interdisciplinary and theological implications of the biological theory.  
 
ADMISSION TO THE BIOLOGY PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the biology  program beyond admission to the 
university.  
 
PRE-PROFESSIONAL ADVISING 
Pre-medicine, pre -dentistry, pre -veterinary medicine, and pre -pharmacy  are not undergraduate 
majors, minors, emphases, or programs of study, but rather prerequisites suggested to prepare 
students to apply to these professional programs. Students may seek the counsel of faculty, 
department chairs , and admission counselors in preparing for post -baccalaureate  work.  
 
Students interested in pursuing a professional post -baccalaureate degree may use the information 
provided below as a guideline of admission requirements that vary by school. It is important that 
students verify specific admissions requirements directly wit h each graduate and professional 
school.  
 

Graduate or 
Professional 

Area of 
Study  

Prerequisite 
Course Work  

Exposure 
to 

Profession  

Standardized 
Tests 

Application 
Process 

Application 
Time Frame  

Letters of 
Recom-

mendation  
Interviews  

Dentistry  

Biology  
English 
General 
Chemistry  
Organic 
Chemistry 
Physics 

Expected  
Dental 
Admission 
Test (DAT) 

Associated 
American 
Dental 
Schools 
Application 
Service 
(AADSAS) 

As early as 
June 1 for 
admission 
the following 
year  

Required  

Required 
by over 
90% of 
dental 
schools  
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Medicine  

Biology  
English 
General 
Chemistry  
Organic 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Biochemistry  

Expected  

Medical 
College 
Admission 
Test (MCAT) 

American 
Medical 
College 
Application 
Service 
(AMCAS) 

As early as 
June 1 for 
admission 
the following 
year  

Required  

Required 
by over 
95% of 
medical 
schools  

Pharmacy  

Not 
standardized 
across 
pharmacy 
schools  

Expected  

Pharmacy 
College 
Admission 
Test (PCAT) 

Apply to each 
school 
separately  

Varies by 
program  

Required  

Required 
by 60% of 
pharmacy 
schools  

Physical 
Therapy  

Anatomy  
Physiology  
Biology  
Chemistry  
Physics 
Statistics  

Expected  

Graduate 
Record 
Examination 
(GRE) 

Physical 
Therapist 
Centralized 
Application 
Service 
(PTCAS) 

Varies by 
program  

Required  Most 
require  

Physician 
Assistant  

Biology 
(Microbiology ) 
English 
General 
Chemistry  
Human 
Anatomy and 
Physiology  

Expected  

Scholastic 
Aptitude Test 
(SAT), 
American 
College Test 
(ACT), Allied 
Health 
Professions 
Admission 
Test (AHPAT) 
and/or GRE 

Centralized 
Application 
Service for 
PAs (CASPA) 

Most open 
on April 15th 
for 
admission 
the following 
year  

Required  Most 
require  

Optometry  

Biology  
English 
General 
Chemistry  
Organic 
Chemistry 
Physics 

Expected  
Optometry 
Admission 
Test (OAT)  

Optometry 
Centralized 
Application 
Service 
(OPTOMCAS) 

As early as 
June 1 for 
admission 
the following 
year  

Required  Most 
require  

Podiatry  

Biology  
English 
General 
Chemistry  
Organic 
Chemistry 
Physics 

Expected  

Medical 
College 
Admission 
Test (MCAT) 

American 
Association of 
Colleges of 
Podiatric 
Medicine 
Application 
Service 
(AACPMAS) 

As early as 
June 1 for 
admission 
the following 
year  

Required  Most 
require  

Veterinary 
Medicine  

Biology 
(Microbiology)  
English 
General 
Chemistry  
Organic 
Chemistry 
Physics 

Expected  

Graduate 
Record 
Examination 
(GRE) or 
Medical 
College 
Admission 
Test (MCAT) 

Veterinary 
Medical 
College 
Application 
System 
(VMCAS) 

Varies by 
program  

Required  Most 
require  
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MEDICINE 
Admission to medical school is very competitive. Additional science courses are recommended to 
help prepare students for application to medical school. The choice of courses will depend on a 
studentɄs major and should be made in consultation with the academic advisor. Recommended 
classes include anatomy and physiology, statistics, microbiology, and genetics. Students are advised 
to balance courses required for their undergraduate degree with the coursework for the pre -med 
track. Students should check with t heir advisor to make sure they are completing all requirements 
for the major and degree in addition to the prerequisites for medical school.  
 
Students are advised to gain hands -on experience before applying to medical school. This is typically 
accomplished by volunteering with hospitals or clinics, shadowing physicians, and participating in 
the ACU pre -med club. For additional information about pre -professional programs, contact the 
admissions advising center. Medical  schools also require the MCAT (Medical School Admission Test). 
See the American Medical College Application Service® (AMCAS®) website at students -
residents.aamc.org  for details. Students are advised not to apply without these prerequisites and 
adequate preparation.  
 
Child Development Major  
 
A major in Child Development focuses on the intellectual, social, emotional, and biological 
development of children and the planning, design and delivery of child life and child advocacy 
services. The program includes instruction in optimal child and adole scent development, parent -
child relations, family structure, trauma, play therapy, environmental influences on child and 
adolescent development, and additional topics related to child advocacy and the child life 
profession. Students participate in practicu m experiences in settings of their choice that deepen 
their learning experience and provide valuable networking opportunities.  
 
*Students pursuing certification as a child life specialist can access the additional requirements for 
certification here: www.childlife.org/certification/become -certified  
 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Assess children and adolescentsɄ cognitive, emotional, psychological, and physical 
development and identify factors that facilitate optimal development.  

¶ Create and facilitate interventions for children and their families intended to produce 
optimal development and coping with adversity.  

¶ Evaluate research and statistical data to inform best practices for helping children and 
families meet optimal developmental milestones.  

¶ Apply a biblical and scientific frame to the evaluation of child development theories and 
professional practice.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Child Development  program beyond 
admission to the university.  
 

https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-medical-school/applying-medical-school-process/applying-medical-school-amcas/
https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-medical-school/applying-medical-school-process/applying-medical-school-amcas/
https://www.childlife.org/certification/become-certified
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Exercise Physiology and Human Performance  Major  
 
The Exercise Physiology and Human Performance degree provides students with a comprehensive 
understanding of the human bodyɄs response to physical activity and exercise. It combines elements 
of biology, physiology, and kinesiology to explore how various sy stems within the human body 
function and adapt to exercise.  
 
EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE LEARNING GOALS 
The student will:  

¶ Understand human physiology and how physical activity, inactivity, and other factors modify 
human  physiology.  

¶ Apply this knowledge in multiple settings to improve health, fitness, and human 
performance.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Exercise Physiology and Human Performance 
program beyond admission to the university.  
 
Exercise Physiology and Human Performance Major/Concentration in Sport 
Management  
 
The Exercise Physiology and Human Performance degree provides students with a comprehensive 
understanding of the human bodyɄs response to physical activity and exercise. It combines elements 
of biology, physiology, and kinesiology to explore how various sy stems within the human body 
function and adapt to exercise.  
 
A concentration in sport management provides the foundational aspects of the industry, including 
promotion and sales , legal , leadership , facility and venue , and financial concepts to the 
management of sport.  
 
EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE/CONCENTRATION IN SPORT MANAGEMENT 

LEARNING GOALS 
In addition to the Exercise Physiology and Human Performance learning goals, student s will:  

¶ Integrate best industry practices for sport management with biblical principles to transform 
the industry with truth as leader s of influence and excellence.  

¶ Demonstrate skills in the organization, administration, and facilitation of sport programs at 
the corporate, agency, professional, and amateur levels.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE/CONCENTRATION IN SPORT 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Exercise Physiology and Human 
Performance/Concentration in Sport Management program beyond admission to the university.  
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Exercise Physiology and Human Performance Major/Concentration in Sport 
Psychology  
 
The Exercise Physiology and Human Performance degree provides students with a comprehensive 
understanding of the human bodyɄs response to physical activity and exercise. It combines elements 
of biology, physiology, and kinesiology to explore how various sy stems within the human body 
function and adapt to exercise.  
 
A concentration in sport psychology teaches students how psychological factors impact 
participation, enjoyment, and performance in sport and physical activity. Students will acquire 
knowledge that is applicable to various domains, including counseling, coach ing, teaching, 
observing, researching, and participating in sport or physical activity.  
 
EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE/CONCENTRATION IN SPORT PSYCHOLOGY 

LEARNING GOALS 
In addition to the Exercise Physiology and Human Performance learning goals, the student will:  

¶ Understand how motivation is a key factor in physical activity and performance.  
¶ Explore how emotions and mental state can impact athletic performance and why people 

participate in physical activity.  
¶ Learn how to design effective programs to help athletes develop psychological skills.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY AND HUMAN PERFORMANCE/CONCENTRATION IN SPORT 

PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Exercise Physiology and Human 
Performance/Concentration in Sport Psychology program beyond admission to the university.  
 
Family Studies Major  
 
A major  in Family Studies prepares students to serve as family life educators and to pursue 
advanced degrees in social work, family studies, and marriage and family therapy. Students 
graduating from ACU with a degree in Family Studies will receive provisional certification as family 
life educators (CFLE) from the National Council on Family Relations. Arizona Christian University has 
the only NCFR approved program in the state.  
 
*The designation ɇCertified Family Life EducatorɈ is granted by the National Council on Family 
Relations (NCFR). The Family Studies program at Arizona Christian University is the only program in 
the state of Arizona that has been recognized by NCFR as providing appropriate training for this 
certification. Upon graduation, students who have completed these requirements will autom atically 
be granted provisional certification when they apply. They will be fully certified upon completion of 
required supervised experience .  
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FAMILY STUDIES PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Identify and evaluate psychological, spiritual, physical, and social contributors to optimal 
human development.  

¶ Analyze processes of formation of healthy relationships and evaluate families and their 
functioning.  

¶ Design, implement and evaluate family life education programs.  
¶ Explore societal issues that impact families including religious, economic, political , and 

cultural issues , while integrating a biblical worldview.  
¶ Examine and experience career opportunities to prepare them for future employment.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE FAMILY STUDIES PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the Family Studies program beyond admission to 
the  university. However, every Family Studies major must choose from one of the concentrations 
listed below.  
 
Family Studies Major/Concentration in Marriage and Family  
 
All concentrations in the Family Studies program support the learning goals that are necessary to 
become a Certified  Family Life Educator. Students in the Marriage and Family concentration are 
especially prepared for  ACUɄs marriage and family therapy graduate program. 
 
Psychology Major  
 
The Psychology program at ACU places a strong emphasis on preparing students for graduate school 
with a broad exposure to the latest trends in the field and through practical research experience.  
 
Note: Students who wish to become licensed practitioners or research psychologists will require education 
beyond the baccalaureate degree.  
 
PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Describe key concepts, principles, and overarching themes in psychology, develop 
knowledge of content domains, and describe applications of psychology.  

¶ Use scientific reasoning to interpret psychological phenomena; demonstrate psychology 
information literacy; and interpret, design, and conduct basic psychological research.  

¶ Apply ethical standards to evaluate psychological science and practice and will apply 
psychology -based principles to ethical living, counseling practices, and community welfare, 
privileging scientific inquiry over popular and political agendas . 
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¶ Demonstrate effective writing and presentation skills for different purposes and 
demonstrate an understanding of the influence of cultural differences on communication.  

¶ Apply psychological content and skills to career goals, exhibit self -efficacy and self -
regulation, and refine project -management skills.  

¶ Evaluate psychological theories and processes in light of a biblical worldview.  
 
ADMISSION TO THE PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM 
There are no further admission requirements for the psycho logy program beyond admission to the 
university.  
 
Students who have been accepted into the psychology program must maintain a 3.0 in their 
required PSY -prefixed and content courses . 
 
Psychology Major/Concentration in Counseling  
The concentration in counseling is designed to provide students with a foundational understanding 
of counseling theories, techniques, and ethical principles. It offers a valuable complement to the  
psychology undergraduate major, equipping students with essential skills for working with 
individuals, groups, and families.  
 
PSYCHOLOGY/CONCENTRATION IN COUNSELING PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Describe key concepts, principles, and overarching themes in psychology and counseling; 
develop knowledge of content domains; and describe applications of counseling theories.  

¶ Use scientific reasoning to interpret psychological phenomena; demonstrate psychology 
information literacy; and interpret, design, and conduct basic psychological research.  

¶ Apply ethical standards to evaluate psychological science and practice and will apply 
psychology -based principles to ethical living, counseling practices, and community welfare, 
privileging scientific inquiry over popular and political agendas . 

¶ Demonstrate effective writing and presentation skills for different purposes and 
demonstrate an understanding of the influences of cultural differences on communication.   

¶ Apply psychological content and skills to career goals, exhibit self -efficacy and self -
regulation, and refine project -management skills.  

¶ Evaluate psychological theories and processes in light of a biblical worldview.  
 
ADMISSION TO THE PSYCHOLOGY/CONCENTRATION IN COUNSELING PROGRAM 
Students must meet the same admission requirements as stated above for the Psychology program.  
 
Psychology Major/Concentration in Industrial and Organizational Psychology  
The major in Psychology with a Concentration in Industrial and Organizational (I -O) Psychology 
equips students with the tools to optimize human performance and well -being within organizational 
settings. By blending psychology and business, students will learn how to improve employee 
satisfaction, boost productivity, and enhance overall organizational success.  
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PSYCHOLOGY/CONCENTRATION IN INDUSTRIAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM 

LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to:  

¶ Describe key concepts and principles of Industrial and Organizational Psychology.  
¶ Evaluate organizational structure and effective implementation of group cohesion.  
¶ Assess ethical concerns presented in an organization.  

 
ADMISSION TO THE PSYCHOLOGY/CONCENTRATION IN INDUSTRIAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 

PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM 
Students must meet the same admission requirements as stated above for the Psychology program.  
 
Psychology Major /Concentration in Sport Psychology  
The major in Psychology with a Concentration in Sport Psychology will prepare students in the 
discipline of  psychology , in addition to introduc ing them  to the concepts and intervention 
techniques of sport psychology.  
 
PSYCHOLOGY/CONCENTRATION IN SPORT PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM LEARNING GOALS 
Students will:  

¶ Learn about how psychological factors impact participation, enjoyment, and performance in 
sport and physical activity.  

¶ Acquire knowledge that is applicable to various domains, including counseling, coaching, 
teaching, observing, researching, and participating in sport or physical activity.  

¶ Apply a biblical perspective to problems and typical practices of sport psychology.  
 
ADMISSION TO THE PSYCHOLOGY/CONCENTRATION IN SPORT PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM 
Students must meet the same admission requirements as stated above for the Psychology program.  
 
MINORS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL AND 
PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE  
 
Biology Minor  
A minor in biology provides foundational knowledge of the science of biology, to which the student 
can add more in -depth study of topics such as genetics, kinesiology, nutrition, and other sciences.  
 
Child Development  Minor  
A minor in child development focuses on the intellectual, social, emotional, and biological 
development of children and the planning, design and delivery of child life and child advocacy 
services. Practicum courses are not required for a minor.  
 
Counseling Minor  
The counseling  minor is designed to help students learn and understand what constitutes 
psychological, emotional, and spiritual well -being for individuals. All students will learn to 
consistently practice integration of psychology and Christianity.  
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Family Studies  Minor  
The family studies minor gives s tudents an opportunity to explore functional and dysfunctional 
family system dynamics and to take courses focused on childhood and adolescence, trauma, familial 
relationships, and family counseling.  
 
General Science  Minor  
A minor in general science provides foundational knowledge in biology, chemistry, or physics, to 
which student s can add more in -depth study of scientific topics of their choosing.  
 
Pre-Occupational Therapy  Minor  
A minor in pre-occupational therapy p repares students to  continu e their education in occupational 
therapy at graduate school.  
 
Sport Psychology Minor  
A minor in sport psychology teaches students how psychological factors impact participation, 
enjoyment, and performance in sport and physical activity. Students will acquire knowledge that is 
applicable to various domains, including counseling, coaching, teaching, observing, researching, and 
particip ating in sport or physical activity.   
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
 
Mr. Michael Farris , Chair ȿ General Counsel, National Religious Broadcasters ; CEO (Retired), Alliance 

Defending Freedom ; Founder , Home School Legal Defense Association ; Founder and Former 
President, Patrick Henry  College 

Mr. Thomas Okarma , Vice Chair  ȿ Non -Profit Board and Leadership Coach  

Mr. Brent Veach , Secretary  ȿ Owner/CEO, Desert Taco, LLC   

Mr. Patrick Smith , Treasurer  ȿ Chief Financial Officer , Charter Home Alliance  

Mr. Len Munsil, Ex Officio ȿ University President ; Attorney; Founding President, Ce nter for Arizona 
Policy  

Dr. Larry Anderson  ȿ Pastor , Scottsdale Bible Church  

Mr. Mike Bailey ȿ General Counsel, Arizona Chamber of Commerce; Partner, Tully Bailey LLP ; Former 
United States Attorney for Arizona  

Dr. Jim Baugh, ACU Class of 1982 ȿ Pastor, International Christian Leadership Development , Global 
Training Network  

Mr. Rick Blankenship ȿ Retired Sales Professional, High -Tech Industry  

Mr. Josiah Friedman , ACU Class of 2015 ȿ Founder and CEO , Voices for the Voiceless  

Mr. Jeff Gunn  ȿ Pastor, CrossTrain Coaching  

Mr. Peter Maculan ȿ CAPT, CEC, USN 

Mr. Howard Morrison ȿ Partner, Morrison Ranch  

Dr. Shelly Roden ȿ Retired ACU/Southwestern College Faculty Member and Administrator; ACUɄs 
Shelly Roden School of Education is named in her honor  

Mr. Andrew Unkefer ȿ Entrepreneur and Business Consultant  
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ADMINISTRATION  
 
 
Len Munsil, J.D. ȿ President  

Jeffrey Green, Ph.D. ȿ Provost   

James Griffiths, J.D. ȿ Chief Operating Offic er and General Counsel   

Peter Dryer, Ph.D. ȿ Athletic Director and Dean of Students  

Michael Werner, M.A. ȿ Vice President of Finance  

Anthony Allen, Ph.D. ȿ Vice President of  External Relations  

Jeff Rutter, B.A. ȿ Special Assistant to the President    
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FACULTY  
 
George Barna , Professor in Residence, Director of Research, Cultural Research Center 

B.A. Sociology, Boston College  
M.A. Political Science, Rutgers University  
M.C.R.P. City and Regional Planning/Public Policy , Rutgers University  
D.Div., Dallas Baptist University  

 
Preshous Benjamin , Assistant Professor of Marriage and Family , Clinical Director , ACU Marriage and 

Family Therapy Center 
B.S. Counseling, Grand Canyon University  
M.S. Marriage and Family Therapy, Fuller Theological Seminary  
Ph.D. Couple and Family Therapy, Kansas State University  

 
Lisa Bernier , Associate Professor of Education, Chair, Department of Education and Mathematics  

B.S. Elementary Education, Grand Canyon University  
M.Ed. Administration and Supervision, University of Phoenix  
Ed.D. Organizational Leadership: Innovative Schools, Grand Canyon University  

 
Joshua Blander , Associate Professor of Philosophy, Director, Honors College 

B.A. Political Science,  University of Pennsylvania  
M.A. Philosophy, Biola University  
Ph.D. Philosophy, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)  

 
Joel Brown , Associate Professor of Biology 

B.S. Biology Education , Pensacola Christian  College 
M.S. Biology , University of West Florida  
Ph.D. Genetics , Cornell University  

 
Anastasiya Campbell , Assistant Professor of Mathematics  

B.A. Mathematics, San Francisco State University  
M.A. Mathematics, San Francisco State University  

 
Christina Crenshaw , Assistant Professor of English Literature, Fellow, Cultural Research Center 

B.A. English Literature , Texas A&M University  
M.Ed. English Education , Cambridge College  
M.B.T.S Biblical and Theological Studies, Dallas Theological Seminary  
Ph.D. Education, Cognate in English , Baylor University  

 
John DelHousaye , Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies, Director, M.A. Christian Leadership, 

Director, Looper Grant  
B.A. English, Arizona State University  
M.Div. Biblical Communication, Phoenix Seminary  
Th.M. New Testament Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary  
Ph.D. New Testament Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary  
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Kyle DiRoberts , Associate Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies, Chair, Department of Biblical 
and Theological Studies 

B.A. Biblical Studies, Arizona Christian University  
M.Div. Biblical Communication, Phoenix Seminary  
Th.M. Systematic Theology, Talbot School of Theology  
Ph.D. Theological Studies, Dallas Theological Seminary  
 

Mark Duplissis , Associate Professor of Education, Executive Director of Adult Educatio n 
B.A. History, Arizona State University  
M.Ed. Education Administration, Arizona State University  
Ed.D. Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, Arizona State University  
 

Joseph Durkin , Assistant Professor of Business Administration  
B.S. Commerce, DePaul University  
J.D., John Marshall Law School , Chicago, Illinois  

 
Al Fadi , Assistant Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies 

M.S. Construction Management, Arizona State University  
M.Div. Biblical Communication, Phoenix Seminary  

 
Gerald Fercho , Assistant Professor of Music, Scholar in Residence 

B.A. Theory and Composition, Warner Pacific College  
B.A. Education, University of Calgary  
M.A. Music, California State University, Long Beach  

 
Jeffrey Green , Professor of Philosophy, Provost 

B.A. History and Philosophy, Southern Methodist University  
M.A. Philosophy, University of Notre Dame  
Ph.D. Philosophy, University of Notre Dame  

 
Bryan Harris , Associate Professor of Education  

B.S. Education, Northern Arizona University  
M.Ed. Educational Leadership, Northern Arizona University  
Ed.D. Educational Administration, Bethel University  

 
John Hinson , Assistant Professor of Behavioral Studies and Psychology  

B.S. Criminal Justice, Appalachian State University  
M.A. Counseling, Reformed Theological Seminary  
M.A. Theological Studies, Reformed Theological Seminary  

 
Corey Hirsch , Assistant Professor of Music, Band Director  

B.M. Composition, The Julliard School, New York, NY  
 

Josiah Igono , Associate Professor of Psychology and Physiology 
B.A. Business/Criminal Justice, Northern Arizona University  
M.S. I/O Psychology, Grand Canyon University  
Ph.D. Performance Psychology, Grand Canyon University  
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Susan Johnson , Associate Professor of History, University Historian  
B.S. Physical Education/Bible, Biola University  
B.S. Secondary Education/Curriculum and Instruction, Biola University  
M.A. Education/Curriculum and Instruction, University of Phoenix  
M.A. American History, Pace University  
 

Michael Kerr , Professor of Business Administration , Faculty Athletic Representative 
B.A. Business Administration, University of Mary Hardin -Baylor  
M.B.E. Business Education , West Texas State University  
Ed.D. Sport Management, United States Sports Academy  

 
Joseph Kezele , Associate Professor of Biology 

B.A. Russian/Chemistry, University of Arizona  
M.D., University of Arizona  

 
Jenifer Kohner , Instructor in Christian Liberal Arts  

B.S. Elementary Education, Grand Canyon University  
M.Ed. Educational Leadership, Northern Arizona University  

 
Andee Livas , Assistant Professor of Family Studies 

B.S. Behavioral Health , Arizona Christian University  
M.S. Marriage and Family Therapy, Fuller Theological Seminary  
 

Ryan Lunsford , Professor of Business Administration , Chair, Department of Business Administration  
B.S. Business Administration , Texas A&M University  
M.B.A., Texas A&M University  
M.S. Management and Administrative Sciences, University of Texas  
M.A. International Management Studies, University of Texas  
Ph.D. Business Administration/Management, National  University  

 
Linnea Lyding , Professor of Education, Dean, Shelly Roden School of Education and Professional 

Studies 
B.S. Early Childhood/Special Education, Northern Arizona University  
M.Ed. Elementary Education, Northern Arizona University  
Ed.D. Leadership and Innovation in Education, Arizona State University  

 
Kath leen  Mason , Assistant Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies 

B.S. Education, Northern Arizona University  
M.A. Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary  

 
Tracy Munsil , Professor in Residence, Executive Director, Cultural Research Center 

B.S. Journalism, Arizona State University  
M.A. Political Science, Arizona State University  
Ph.D. Political Science, Arizona State University  
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William Nelson , Associate Professor of Physiology, Chair, Department of Natural and Psychological 
Sciences 

B.S. Christian Ministries, Arizona Christian University  
D.C. Chiropractic, Logan University  
 

David Niederkorn , Associate Professor of Political Science, Chair, Department of Political Science 
B.S. Pastoral Ministry and Bible, Baptist Bible College  
M.A. Philosophical Theology, Criswell College  
M.A. Historical Theology, Criswell College  
M.S. Politics, University of Dallas  
M.A. American Politics and Political Theory, University of Dallas  
Ph.D. American Politics and Political Theory, University of Dallas  
 

Karen Nishi e, Assistant Professor of Communication  
B.A. Communication, California State University Fullerton  
M.A. Communication, California State University Fullerton  
 

Jeff Phillips , Assistant Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies, Assistant Vice President of 
Institutional Effectiveness, Director , Academic Discipleship  

B.A. Political Science, University of Arizona  
M.Div. Biblical Communication, Phoenix Seminary  

 
Ron Procunier , Assistant Professor of Business Management, Chair, Department of Liberal Arts  

B.S. Accounting, Grand Canyon University  
M.S. Accounting, Grand Canyon University  
M.A. History , Grand Canyon University  

 
Adam Rasmussen , Associate Professor of Humanities, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 

B.A. History, Northwestern College  
M.A. Educational Ministries, Wheaton College Graduate School  
Ph.D. Educational Studies, Talbot School of Theology, Biola University  

 
Lyssa Rickard , Assistant Professor of Education, Associate Director of Organizational Effectiveness 

B.A. English, Kent State University  
M.Ed. Special Education, Arizona State University  
 

Jennifer Russum , Associate Professor of English, Associate Provost of Enrollment Management   
B.A. English, Texas Christian University  
M.A. English, Arizona State University  
Ph.D. English, Arizona State University  

 
Steven Rutt , Associate Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies  

B.Th. Theology, Sweetwater Bible College  
M.A. Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary  
Ph.D. Religious Studies, Lancaster University (UK)  

 



 

 Arizona Christian University 202 5-2026 Undergraduate Catalog  148 

 

Crystal Sardina , Assistant Professor of Psychology 
B.S. Behavioral Health, Arizona Christian University  
M.S. Industrial and Organizational Psychology, Grand Canyon University  

 
Doug las  Schaak , Professor of English Literature  

B.A. English, Butler University  
M.A. English, Butler University  
D.A. English, Idaho State University  
 

Xinjie Tong , Assistant Professor of Engineering 
B.S. Chemical Engineering , Wuhan Institute of Technology  (China) 
M.S. Chemical Engineering, Illinois  Institute of Technology  
Ph.D. Mechanical Engineering, Louisiana State University  

 
Brie Turns -Coe, Associate Professor of Marriage and Family Therapy, Director, M.S. Marriage and 

Family Therapy 
B.S. Human Services Counseling, University of Nevada ȿ Las Vegas  
M.S. Child Development and Family Studies, Purdue University  
Ph.D. Marriage and Family Therapy, Texas Tech University  

 
Jim  Watson , Assistant  Professor of Music, Chair, Department of Music  

B.S. Music Education , Bob Jones University   
M.M. Church Music, Bob Jones University  
D.M.A. Conducting, University of South Carolina  
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR  
 
Please refer to the most recent version of the academic calendar on the Arizona Christian 
University website using the link below:  
 
www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar -catalog/  
 

  

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/registrar/calendar-catalog/
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OFFICIAL CATALOG NOTICE 
AND DISCLAIMER  
 
The official 202 5-2026 Arizona Christian University catalog is provided for reference and general 
guidance of the ACU community. The effective dates of this catalog are July 1, 202 5 ȿ June 30, 2026. 
This catalog does not constitute a contract or represent the terms and conditions of a contract  
between students and the faculty, institution or Board of Trustees. This catalog was prepared on 
the basis of the best information available at the time of publication. All information is subject to 
change without notice, obligation, or liability.  
  
The information contained in this publication was deemed current at the time of publication. 
Although every effort has been made to assure the accuracy of the information in this catalog, ACU 
reserves the right to change and amend the information contained  herein from time to time without 
prior written notice and the catalog to which registered and accepted students, as well as all newly 
admitted students,  agree to is at all times the then current version of that document.  
  
Please note that it is not possible to include all rules, policies, procedures and other information of 
the university  in a publication of this size. For the most complete  information, which may supersede 
that listed here, please see the appropriate department, school , or administrative office. In the case 
of differences between the printed catalog and any on -line representations, the printed catalog will 
be considered the most complete.  
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APPENDIX A: PROGRAM CHECK 
SHEETS 
 
Athletic Coaching  
Minor in Athletic Coaching  
 
Biblical and Theological Studies  
AA in Biblical Studies  
BA in Biblical and Theological Studies   
BA in Biblical and Theological Studies/4+1 Degree Program  
BA in Biblical and Theological Studies/4+2 Degree Program  
BA in Biblical Studies/Concentration in Biblical Languages  
BA in Biblical Studies/Concentration in Theology  
Certificate in Biblical Studies  
Minor in Biblical Studies Intensive  
 
Biology  
BS in Biology  
Minor in Biology  
 
Business Administration  
BS in Business Administration  
BS in Business Administration/Concentration in Entrepreneurship  
BS in Business Administration/Concentration in Management  
BS in Business Administration/Concentration in Marketing  
BS in Sport Management/Concentration in Business  
Certificate in Business Administration  
Minor in Business  
 
Child Development  
BA in Child Development  
Minor in Child Development  
 
Christian Ministries  
BS in Christian Ministries  
Minor in Christian Ministries  
 
Communication  
BA in Communication  
Minor in Communication  
 
CORE Curriculum  
AA in General Studies  
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Counseling  
Minor in Counseling  
 
Criminal Justice  
BA in Political Science/Concentration in Criminal Justice  
Minor in Criminal Justice  
 
Early Childhood Education  
AS in Early Childhood Education  
Minor in Early Childhood Education  
 
Elementary Education  
BS in Elementary Education  
BS in Elementary Education (Optional Emphasis in Coaching)  
BS in Elementary Education (Non -Certified)  
BS in Elementary Education/Concentration in Early Childhood  
BS in Elementary Education (Non -Certified)/Concentration in Early Childhood  
Alternative Certificate  Program  in Elementary Education  
Post-Baccalaureate  Program  in Elementary Education  
Minor in Elementary Education  
 
English  
BA in English 
Minor in English  
 
Entrepreneurship  
Minor in Entrepreneurship  
 
Exercise Physiology  and Human Performance  
BS in Exercise Physiology and Human Performance  
BS in Exercise Physiology  and Human Performance /Concentration in Sport Management  
BS in Exercise Physiology  and Human Performance /Concentration in Sport Psychology  
 
Family Studies  
BA in Family Studies/Concentration in Marriage and Family  
Minor in Family Studies  
 
History  
Minor in History  
 
Interdisciplinary Studie s 
BA/BS in Interdisciplinary Studies  
BA/BS in Interdisciplinary Studies (Online)  
 
Management  
Minor in Management  
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Marketing  
Minor in Marketing  
 
Mathematics  
Minor in Mathematics  
 
Music  
BS in Music  
BS in Music/Concentration in Music Composition and Theory  
BS in Music/Concentration in Music Education and Pedagogy  
BS in Music/Concentration in Music Technology  
BS in Music/Concentration in Worship  
Minor in Music  
Minor in Music Technology  
 
Organizational Leadership  
BS in Organizational Leadership  
Minor in Organizational Leadership  
 
Physical Education  
Minor in Physical Education  
 
Political Science  
BA in Political Science  
BA in Political Science/Concentration in Criminal Justice  
Minor in Political Science  
 
Pre-Occupational Therapy  
Minor in Pre -Occupational Therapy  
 
Psychology  
BS in Psychology  
BS in Psychology/Concentration in Counseling  
BS in Psychology/Concentration in Industrial and Organizational Psychology  
BS in Psychology/Concentration in Sport Psychology  
Minor in Counseling  
 
Science  
BS in Biology   
BS in Exercise Physiology and Human Performance  
BS in Exercise Physiology and Human Performance/Concentration in Sport Management  
BS in Exercise Physiology and Human Performance/Concentration in Sport Psychology  
Minor in Biology  
Minor in General Science  
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Secondary Education  
BS in Secondary Education  
BS in Secondary Education (Optional Coaching Emphasis)  
BS in Secondary Education (Non -Certified)  
BS in Secondary Education/Concentration in Bible  
BS in Secondary Education/Concentration in Business  
BS in Secondary Education/Concentration in English Language Arts  
BS in Secondary Education/Concentration in History  
BS in Secondary Education/Concentration in Mat hematics  
BS in Secondary Education/Concentration in Physical Education  
BS in Secondary Education/Concentration in Political Science  
BS in Secondary Education/Concentration in Science  
Alternative Certificate  Program  in Secondary  Education  
Post-Baccalaureate  Program  in Secondary Education  
Minor in Secondary Education  
 
Spiritual Formation  
Minor in Spiritual Formation  
 
Sport Management  
BS in Sport Management/Concentration in Business  
Minor in Sport Management  
 
Sport Psychology  
Minor in Sport Psychology  
 
Worship  
Minor in Worship  
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M INOR IN ATHLETIC COACHING 
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AA IN BIBLICAL STUDIES 
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BA IN BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
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BA IN BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES/4+1  DEGREE PROGRAM 
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BA IN BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES/4+2  DEGREE PROGRAM 
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BA IN BIBLICAL STUDIES/CONCENTRATION IN BIBLICAL LANGUAGES 
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BA IN BIBLICAL STUDIES/CONCENTRATION IN THEOLOGY 
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CERTIFICATE IN BIBLICAL STUDIES 
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M INOR IN BIBLICAL STUDIES (INTENSIVE) 
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M INOR IN SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
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BS IN BIOLOGY 
 

 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































